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SUMMARY

Japan, an island nation with a unique ecosystem, has a large number of animals and plants that could 

be threatened with extinction by an invasive alien species (IAS), the impact of which on biodiversity 

is considered enormous. Therefore, the IAS Act was established in June 2004, and enforced from 

June 2005, with the aim of preventing the adverse effects of IAS on ecosystems, human safety, 

agriculture, forestry and fisheries. The work we conducted on IAS issues is summarized as follows:

1. We carried out IAS identification to support officials with the Ministry of the Environment 

(MOE) and Japan Customs. In addition, we gathered information on distribution in Japan, control 

case examples, and ecological characteristics on unintentionally introduced ants and the golden 

mussel Limnoperna fortunei. Furthermore, we organized the requisite attachments to a certificate 

for organisms requiring the attachment of a certificate.

2. We collected scientific knowledge and other information on IAS and other alien species to select 

IAS candidates to be specified under law, and interviewed experts involved in alien species.

3. We prepared an updated identification manual and IAS database for officials with Japan Customs 

and the Plant Protection Station. In addition, we prepared a guideline for first response to ensure 

security and control the fire ant Solenopsis invicta effectively. Furthermore, we prepared two 

reports to control IAS of fish (largemouth bass Micropterus salmoides, smallmouth bass 

Micropterus dolomieu, and bluegill sunfish Lepomis macrochirus) and of an ant species (the 

Argentine ant Linepithema humile) effectively.

4. We convened an international symposium, Control Strategy of Invasive Alien Mammals (CSIAM 

2008) , in Naha City, Okinawa Prefecture, Japan.
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