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The objective of our study is to clarify the rationale for introducing Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) policy in a sound material-cycle society and to indicate the significance
of recycling markets in EPR policy. We addressed six study subjects in two years.

First, we considered the two features of EPR in the context of the segmented society. Second,
we categorized the existing studies on EPR policy into six groups according to physical /
financial responsibilities for proper disposal (including reuse and recycling)/ system building
/ design for environment. Third, we derived the optimal policies in the cases where the price
signals of recyclable and/or waste disposal service don't function, and considered whether
these optimal policies are consistent with EPR policy or not. Fourth, we reconsidered
Containers and Packaging Recycling Law in Japan from the standpoint of the structure of
the recycling market. The tender system in Containers and Packaging Recycling Law can be
interpreted as the institutional recycling market which deals with the recyclable which price
is negative. Fifth, we examined the newly-introduced system that producers pay money to
municipalities in Containers and Packaging Recycling Law, and noted two problematical
points on the payment from producers and the distribution to municipalities. Finally, we
examined the quantity and price in the autonomous recycling market by making the inquiry
survey on the independent disposal of PET bottles, and considered the interrelation between

the institutional market and the autonomous market.
R e MCE

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), recycling market, Containers and Packaging
Recycling Law
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