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Citizens’ Proposal to the Ministerial Meeting on the 3R Initiative

Declaration

As citizens of a country with a rich natural environment, the Japanese people up until
modern times have lived cherishing the idea that man is kept alive by the grace of
nature, as in the expression "Mottainai” (too precious to waste) used often in daily life.

However, a wasteful lifestyle based on mass production has become the mainstream
style in recent years; this together with mass consumption and mass waste disposal
that is embedded in the process of globalization has resulted in natural resource
depletion and the spread of environmental pollution on a global scale as well as global
warming, bringing us face to face with extreme shortages of final waste disposal sites
and other problems.
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Now that we are in the 21st century, it is time to solve these 20t century problems.
With the aim of leaving to future generations a world with a livable natural
environment, a major change in direction towards life in a “cycling society” has begun
that involves re-examination of every phase of production, transportation, consumption
and disposal. In this context, the most important thing is to make sure that those who
have created and benefited from the causes of these problems shoulder the many
responsibilities they have thereby incurred.

In this context, an assembly of cabinet ministers is now gathered in Japan to discuss
how to create a sustainable, cycling-based global society. We feel their most important
task will be the thorough prioritization of policy and practice in accordance with the 3R
principle, rather than mere globalization of mass recycling.

Based on our waste-eschewing spirit of economy, we respectfully request you to
respond to the following  proposals as you consider and apply policies that conform to
the 3R principle, which starts with resource conservation, followed by
waste-suppressing reduction, re-use and recycling.



Exhaustive husbanding of resources

Realization of lifestyle and production systems that enable waste reduction based on
extended producer responsibility (EPR)

Establishment of systems and services that promote a “re-using society”

Nation and region-building that thoroughly implements “sound material-cycling”

Implementation of the principle of waste management and treatment within the
country

Minimization of pollution by toxic substances

Education for sustainable development and guaranteed citizen participation

Grass-roots cooperation to link local regions to the rest of the world

Our Forum is actively building a citizens’ network in numerous countries of Asia,
Africa, the EU and North, Central and South America, aimed at learning from our
various cultures and cooperating to consider and implement means for building
sustainable lifestyles, sustainable regions and sustainable societies.

Our heartfelt hope is that the honored cabinet ministers of participating countries and
the Japanese government will take strong initiatives in cooperation with citizens to
build sustainable, cycling-based societies.
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