
Results of the G8 Environment Ministers Meeting 2008 
 
 
1. Dates:  May 24 (Sat.) – 26 (Mon.), 2008 

 
2. Venue:  Kobe Portopia Hotel, Kobe City, Hyogo Prefecture 
 
3. Participants:   

Environment ministers of the G8 countries as well as other major greenhouse 
gas-emitting nations including China, India and Brazil and representatives of relevant 
international organizations including United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
and Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). (Refer to 
Attachment 1) 
In advance of the ministerial meeting, dialogue with the representatives from the civil 
society, industries/businesses and labor unions has been held. 
 

4. Results:   
Minister Ichiro Kamoshita chaired the discussions at the meeting on the 3 main themes: 
Climate Change, Biodiversity and the 3Rs. The Chair’s Summary has been issued as an 
outcome of the meeting. Also, an agreement has been reached among the G8 countries 
on the “Kobe Call for Action for Biodiversity” and the “Kobe 3R Action Plan”. 
 
< Attachments > 

    1 Head of Delegation List of Participating Countries and Organizations 
2 Chair’s Summary 
3 Kobe Call for Action for Biodiversity  
4 Japan’s Commitments for the implementation of “Kobe Call for Action for Biodiversity” 
5 Kobe 3R Action Plan  
6 Japan’s New Action Plan towards a Global Zero Waste Society (tentative translation) 
7 Keynote Speech by Minister Ichiro Kamoshita in the Session on Climate Change 

  
5. Contact: 

Ministry of the Environment 
Preparatory Task Force for the G8 Environment Ministers Meeting 
E-mail: G8_KOBE@env.go.jp  
URL: http://www.env.go.jp/earth/g8/en 



 

Attachment1 G8 Environment Ministers Meeting 2008

Head of Delegation List 

Country /
Organization Name Official Title Organization

Japan Ichiro Kamoshita Minister of the Environment Ministry of the Environment

Canada John Baird Minister of the Environment Environment Canada

France Nathalie Kosciusko-Morizet Secretary of State for Ecology Ministry of Ecology, Energy, Sustainable
Development and Town and Country Planning

Germany Matthias Machnig Secretary of State for the Environment Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety

Italy Stefania Prestigiacomo Minister Ministry of Environment, Land and Sea

Russian
Federation Semen Levi Deputy Minister Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology

United Kingdom Hilary Benn Secretary of State for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs

Department for the Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs

United States of
America Stephen L Johnson Administrator US Environmental Protection Agency

European
Commission Jos Delbeke Deputy Director General DG ENVIRONMENT

Antigua and
Barbuda Anthony Liverpool Ambassador Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Australia Penny Wong Minister for Climate Change and Water Government of Australia

Brazil Ana Maria Fernandes Permanent Representative to UNEP Ministry of Foreign Affairs

China Zhenhua Xie Vice Chairman (Minister Level) National Development and Reform
Commission

India Namo Narain Meena Minister of State Ministry of Environment and Forests

Indonesia Masnellyarti Hilman Deputy Minister State Ministry of Environment

Mexico Juan Rafael Elvira Quesada Minister Secretariat of Environmental and Natural
Resources

Republic of
Korea Maanee Lee Minister of Environment Ministry of Environment

Slovenia Janez Podobnik Minister Ministry of the Environment and Spatial
Planning

South Africa Marthinus CJ Van Schalkwyk Minister Environmental Affairs and Tourism

UNEP Achim Steiner Executive Director United Nations Environment Programme

GEF Monique Barbut CEO and Chair Person Global Environment Facility

OECD Angel Gurria Secretary-General Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development

UNFCCC Yvo de Boer Executive Secretary Secretariat of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change

IUCN Julia Marton-Lefèvre Director General International Union for Conservation of Nature

Basel
Convention Katharina Kummer Peiry Executive Secretary Secretariat of the Basel Convention

The World
Bank Katherine Sierra Vice President The World Bank

GLOBE Elliot Morley President GLOBE International


