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THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL OF THE
EUROPEAN UNION,

ooo

Whereas:

ooo

(2) Article 1 of the Protocol specifies that, in accordance with the
precautionary approach contained in Principle 15 of the Rio
Declaration on Environment and Development, the objective of the
Protocol is to contribute to ensuring an adequate level of protection in
the field of safe transfer, handling and use of genetically modified
organisms (GMOs) resulting from modern biotechnology that may have
adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity, taking also into account risks to human health and
specifically focusing on transboundary movements.
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(22) The precautionary principle should be taken into account when
applying this Regulation.

oood

HAVE ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

CHAPTER |

OBJECTIVES, SCOPE AND DEFINITIONS

Article 1

Objectives

In accordance with the precautionary principle, and without prejudice
to the provisions of Directive 2001/18/EC, the objectives of this
Regulation are to establish a common system of notification and
information for transboundary movements of genetically modified
organisms (GMOs) and to ensure coherent implementation of the
provisions of the Protocol on behalf of the Community in order to
contribute to ensuring an adequate level of protection in the field of the
safe transfer, handling and use of GMOs that may have adverse effects
on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking
also into account risks to human health.
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Whereas:

ooo

(2) The European Council at its meeting in Niceon 7,8 and 9
December 2000 endorsed the Council Resolution of 4 December 2000
on the precautionary principle.

ooo

(10) The technical development of electrical and electronic equipment
without heavy metals, PBDE and PBB should be taken into account.
As soon as scientific evidence is available and taking into account the
precautionary principle, the prohibition of other hazardous substances
and their substitution by more environmentally friendly alternatives
which ensure at least the same level of protection of consumers should
be examined.
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HAVE ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 6

Review

ooo

The Commission shall also study the need to adapt the list of
substances of Article 4(1), on the basis of scientific facts and taking the
precautionary principle into account, and present proposals to the

European Parliament and Council for such adaptations, if appropriate.
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Whereas:

ooo

(5) Greater focus on prevention and the implementation of the
precautionary principle is required in developing an approach to
protect human health and the environment.

ooo

HAVE DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 2

Principles and overall aims

1. The Programme constitutes a framework for the Community’s
environmental policy during the period of the Programme with the aim
of ensuring a high level of protection, taking into account the principle
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of subsidiarity and the diversity of situations in the various regions of
the Community, and of achieving a decoupling between environmental
pressures and economic growth. It shall be based particularly on the
polluter pays principle, the precautionary principle and preventive
action, and the principle of rectification of pollution at source.
ooooog

Article 9

Objectives and priority areas for action on international issues

ooo

2. These objectives shall be pursued by means of the following priority
actions:

ooo

(f) intensify efforts at the international level to arrive at consensus on
methods for the evaluation of risks to health and the environment, as
well as approaches of risk management including the precautionary
principle;

oooog
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TITLE | GENERAL ISSUES

CHAPTER 1 SUBJECT-MATTER AND SCOPE

Article 1 Subject-matter

ooo

3. This Regulation is based on the principle that it is up to
manufacturers, importers and downstream users to ensure that they
manufacture, place on the market, import or use such substances that
do not adversely affect human health or the environment. Its
provisions are underpinned by the precautionary principle 2.

25 As set out in the Communication from the Commission on the
precautionary principle, COM(2000) 1 final.
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Chapter 10. Polluted areas

oooo

Section 13 The county administrative board shall alter or issue
new conditions, or cancel the decision to declare an area an
environmental hazard zone when it has been after-treated or
when the pollution there has diminished for some other reason so
that the restrictions imposed on the use of the land or other
precautionary measures are no longer necessary.

ooooo

Chapter 21. Cases in environmental courts

oooo

Section 4 If a person brings an action before an environmental
court for the prohibition of an environmentally hazardous
activity or for an injunction upon a person who pursues or
intends to pursue such an activity to take precautionary
measures, the environmental court may not, where a permit
application for the activity required by this Code is pending or is
submitted for consideration before the court has taken a
decision, make a ruling until a decision has been delivered on
the application.
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Section 5 If, pursuant to chapter 26, section 9 first paragraph, a
supervisory authority prohibits environmentally hazardous
activities or decides that persons who pursue, or intend to
pursue, such an activity shall take precautionary measures, and
if a permit application is submitted pursuant to this Code, the
environmental court may, where the applicant furnishes a
security for costs and damage, decide that the decision of the
supervisory authority shall not be executed until a decision is
taken on the application or the court provides otherwise.
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108920. The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:
oooo

(e) In order to protect the public health and the environment, the
Legislature believes it is necessary for the state to develop a
precautionary approach regarding the production, use, storage, and

disposal of products containing brominated fire retardants.
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010 0O0OO0DOOO0OO0 CHAPTER 1 PRECAUTIONARY PRINCIPLE POLICY
STATEMENT
01000 OO SEC. 100. FINDINGS.
0000 The Board of SupervisorsD OO 00000000000 The Board of Supervisors finds and declares that:
oooo oooo
C. O00OoOooDbOooboooooboobooooboooooooDg | C. San Francisco is a leader in making choices based on the least
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environmentally harmful alternatives, thereby challenging
traditional assumptions about risk management. Numerous
City ordinances including: the Integrated Pest Management
Ordinance, the Resource Efficient Building Ordinance, the
Healthy Air Ordinance, the Resource Conservation Ordinance,
and the Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Ordinance
apply a precautionary approach to specific City purchases and
activities. Internationally, this model is called the
Precautionary Principle.

D. As the City consolidates existing environmental laws into a
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single Environment Code, and builds a framework for future
legislation, the Precautionary Principle approach will serve as a
policy framework to develop and implement laws for a healthier
and more just San Francisco. In this way, the City will create
and maintain a healthy, viable Bay Area environmental for
current and future generations, and will become a model of
sustainability.

Science and technology are creating new solutions to prevent or
mitigate environmental problems. However, science is also
creating new compounds and chemicals that are already
finding their way into mother's milk and causing other new
problems. New legislation may be required to address these
situations, and the Precautionary Principle is intended as a tool
to help promote environmentally healthy alternatives while
weeding out the negative and often unintended consequences of
new technologies.

A central element of the precautionary approach is the careful
assessment of available alternatives using the best available
science. An alternatives assessment examines a broad range
of options in order to present the public with the consequences
of each approach. The process takes short-term versus
long-term effects or costs into consideration, and evaluates and
compares the adverse or potentially adverse effects of each
option, giving preference to those options with fewer potential
hazards. This process allows fundamental questions to be
asked: “Is this potentially hazardous activity necessary?”
“What less hazardous options are available?” and “How little
damage is possible?”

The alternatives assessment is also a public process because,
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locally or internationally, the public bears the ecological and
health consequences of environmental decisions. A
government's course of action is necessarily enriched by broadly
based public participation when a full range of alternatives is
considered based on input from diverse individuals and groups.
The public should be able to determine the range of specific
alternatives to be examined. For each alternative the public
should consider both immediate and long-term consequences,
as well as possible impacts to the local economy.

This form of open decision-making is in line with San
Francisco's historic Sunshine Act, which allows citizens to have
full view of the legislative process. One of the goals of the
Precautionary Principle is to include citizens as equal partners
in decisions affecting their health and environment.

San Francisco looks forward to the time when the City's power
is generated from renewable sources, when all our waste is
recycled, when our vehicles produce only potable water as
emissions, when the Bay is free from toxins, and the oceans are
free from pollutants. The Precautionary Principle provides a
means to help us attain these goals as we evaluate future laws
and policies in such areas as transportation, construction, land
use, planning, water, energy, health care, recreation,
purchasing, and public expenditure.

Transforming our society to realize these goals and achieving a
society living respectfully with the bounds of nature will take a
behavioral as well as technological revolution. The
Precautionary approach to decision-making will help San
Francisco speed this process of change by moving beyond
finding cures for environmental ills to preventing the ills before
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they can do harm.

SEC. 101.
PRINCIPLE.
The following shall constitute the City and County of San Francisco's
Precautionary Principle policy. All officers, boards, commission, and
departments of the City and County shall implement the
Precautionary Principle in conducting the City and County's affairs:

THE SAN FRANCISCO PRECAUTIONARY

The Precautionary Principle requires a thorough exploration and a
careful analysis of a wide range of alternatives. Based on the best
available science, the Precautionary Principle requires the selection of
the alternative that presents the least potential treat to human health
and the City's natural systems. Public participation and an open and
transparent decision making process are critical to finding and
selecting alternatives.

Where threats of serious or irreversible damage to people or nature
exist, lack of full scientific certainty about cause and effect shall not be
viewed as sufficient reason for the City to postpone cost effective
measures to prevent the degradation of the environment or protect the
health of its citizens. Any gaps in scientific data uncovered by the
examination of alternatives will provide a guidepost for future
research, but will not prevent the City from taking protective action.
As new scientific data become available, the City will review its
decisions and make adjustments when warranted.

Where there are reasonable grounds for concern, the precautionary
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approach to decision-making is meant to help reduce harm by
triggering a process to select the least potential threat. The key
elements of the Precautionary Principle approach to decision-making
include:

1 Anticipatory Action: There is a duty to take anticipatory
action to prevent harm. Government, business, and community
groups, as well as the general public, share this responsibility.

2. Right to Know: The community has a right to know
complete and accurate information on potential human health and
environmental impacts associated with the selection of products,
services, operations or plans. The burden to supply this information
lies with the proponent, not with the general public.

3. Alternatives Assessment: An obligation exists to examine
a full range of alternatives and select the alternative with the least
potential impact on human health and the environment including the
alternative of doing nothing.

4, Full Cost Accounting: When evaluating potential
alternatives, there is a duty to consider all the reasonably foreseeable
costs, including raw materials, manufacturing, transportation, use,
cleanup, eventual disposal, and health costs even if such costs are not
reflected in the initial price. Short- and long-term benefits and time
thresholds should be considered when making decisions.

5. Participatory Decision Process: Decisions applying the
Precautionary Principle must be transparent, participatory, and
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informed by the best available science and other relevant information. (

SEC. 102. THREE YEAR REVIEW.

No later than three years from the effective date of this ordinance, and
after a public hearing, the Commission on the Environment shall
submit a report to the Board of Supervisors on the effectiveness of the
Precautionary Principle

ooo

SEC. 104. CITY UNDERTAKING LIMITED TO PROMOTION OF
GENERAL WELFARE.

The Board of Supervisors encourages all City employees and officials to
take the precautionary principle into consideration and evaluate
alternatives when taking actions that could impact health and the
environment, especially where those actions could pose threats of
serious harm or irreversible damage.

oooog

ao
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Whereas the Government of Canada is committed to implementing the
precautionary principle that, where there are threats of serious or
irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty shall not be used as
a reason for postponing cost-effective measures to prevent
environmental degradation;

oooog

ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES

Duties of the Government of Canada

2. (1) In the administration of this Act, the Government of Canada
shall, having regard to the Constitution and laws of Canada and
subject to subsection (1.1),
(a) exercise its powers in a manner that protects the environment and
human health, applies the precautionary principle that, where there
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are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific
certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective
measures to prevent environmental degradation, and promotes and
reinforces enforceable pollution prevention approaches;

PART 1

ADMINISTRATION

Advisory Committees

National Advisory Committee

oood

Precautionary principle

(1.1) In giving its advice and recommendations, the Committee shall
use the precautionary principle.

oooog

PART 5
CONTROLLING TOXIC SUBSTANCES
Weight of evidence and precautionary principle
76.1 When the Ministers are conducting and interpreting the results
of
(a) a screening assessment under section 74,
the Ministers shall apply a weight of evidence approach and the
precautionary principle.
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Whereas the Government of Canada is committed to adopting the
precautionary principle in the conservation and management of the
marine environment so that, where there are threats of environmental
damage, lack of scientific certainty is not used as a reason for
postponing preventive measures;

oooog

ADMINISTRATION

Management plans

9.

oood

Primary considerations

(3) In order to protect marine ecosystems and maintain marine
biodiversity, the primary considerations in the development and
modification of management plans and interim management plans
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shall be principles of ecosystem management and the precautionary
principle.
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4. (1) The purposes of this Act are

(a) to ensure that projects are considered in a careful and precautionary
manner before federal authorities take action in connection with them,
in order to ensure that such projects do not cause significant adverse
environmental effects;

Duties of the Government of Canada

(2) In the administration of this Act, the Government of Canada, the
Minister, the Agency and all bodies subject to the provisions of this Act,
including federal authorities and responsible authorities, shall exercise
their powers in a manner that protects the environment and human
health and applies the precautionary principle.
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WHEREAS Canada promotes the wide application of the
precautionary approach to the conservation, management and
exploitation of marine resources in order to protect these resources and
preserve the marine environment;

ooooo

Principles of strategy
30. The national strategy will be based on the principles of
(a) sustainable development, that is, development that meets the needs
of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs;
ooood

(c) the precautionary approach, that is, erring on the side of caution.
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18 Authorization] Conditions( Criteria

Authorization

The Minister of the Environment may authorize the carrying on of

1) an activity required for educational, scientific or management
purposes;

oooo

Criteria

Before issuing an authorization, the Minister shall take into account, in
particular but not exclusively, the objectives pursued by the applicant,
the nature of the proposed activities and their impact on the threatened
or vulnerable plant species and on their habitats, the competence and
experience of the applicant, and the precautionary, mitigating and
monitoring measures necessary to ensure favourable living conditions
for the threatened or vulnerable plant species or for their habitats.
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Isolation order.

103. A public health director may, at any time during an
epidemiological investigation, as a precautionary measure, order a
person to remain in isolation for a maximum period of 72 hours or to
comply with certain specific directives so as to prevent contagion or
contamination.0 OO0 00

Powers of public health director

106. OOO0O

Precautionary measure

Notwithstanding the provisions of the first paragraph, the public
health director may also use the powers conferred by subparagraphs 1
and 2 of that paragraph as a precautionary measure, if the public
health director believes on reasonable grounds that there exists a
threat to the health of the persons present in those premises or that
building.
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