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THREE-MONTH MEAN TEMPERATURE ANOMALY(NORMALIZED) CATEGORY
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GMS Image from http://dennou.gaia.h.kyoto-u.ac.jp/library/gfd_exp/
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The ENSO Observing System

The ENSO observing system build up
during the TOGA period (right panel) is
one of the main cornerstones for suc-

Pacific Basin

TOGA in Situ Ocean Observing System

cessful prediction of ENSO events.
Without a continuous collection (in

space and time) of different metecrolog- &

ical and oceanographic data using the 1
capabilities of research vessels, ships of Py
opportunity, surface and satellite obser- ”
vations and the evolving knowledge and
technology of climate modelling suc-
cessful forecasts of ENSO events would
not be possible. Compared to the bene-
fit of the society the cost for the mainte-
nance of the observing system and the
modelling resources are neglectable.

FPhotos: above and night maintenance of the TAC aray (courtesy
NOAAPMEL), upper right; "classical” sea surface temperature mea-
surements (bucket) (courtesy G. Meehl)
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SLP/Rain/V300 July 1993

180

160E

140E

120E

70N
60N

0
40N 1S
30N
20N
10N

20



Rain/Z500/V850 2xC02-1xC02 JJA
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Observed Interannual Variability
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