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As Japan is facing population decline, it is necessary to establish a series of model systems
focusing on low carbon, sustainability and resiliency to support the planning of retreating
strategies for regional area and compact city reformation. Each model system is based on what
the applicants have developed and these include the topics of improvement and integration,
viewpoint from maximum quality of life realization, to derive policies that suit the unique
characteristic of targeted urban and regional area. The model systems are contributed by the
applicants’ case studies research in several cities inside and outside of Japan that has similar
issue. The study of resilient and sustainability caused by population decline, climate change will
be represent by GIS model for clearer understanding and devising a framework that derives
concrete response strategies for further improvement. Moreover, to further increase the
applicability of each model system, the process detail will be made into manual guide such that
self-government body involving with retreating strategy will be able to benefit from it. In the
detail, this research project conducted [1. City and regional retreat strategy and low carbon
approach research and policy review], further improvement of [2. Development of co-benefit
model systems for city and regional retreatment], [3. Case study review of co-benefit evaluation
for city and regional retreat], and [4. Contribution of city and regional retreat strategy to

environmental policy].
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@O German Participants
1. Dr. Michael Wegener

Dr Ing Claudia Keidies (Official, Economic Promotion, City of Dortmund)

2
3. Mr Stefan Tegethoff (Official, Planning Department, City of Dortmund)

@ Meeting report

Dr Wegener welcomed the Japanese delegation to the institute and the session was started with

a presentation on the city of Dortmund titled “Dortmund: The End of the Industrial city”. The

presentation laid the base of for the city of Dortmund and explained the evolution of the city and

the Ruhr area from the middle ages to the industrial age. Dortmund was an industrial city with

importance to coal mining and steel factories near to the inner city. Dr Wegener explained how

with the decline of the industries and the closure of mines and large number of factories led to

gradual economic and urban degradation of the city. Dr Keidies gave her presentation on
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“Dortmund: Story of Success” and gave an overall view into how the city developed strategies to
overcome the economic decline and make Dortmund successful. The urban renewal project to
renew the city was undertaken through three main themes, namely information technology,
logistics and micro and nanotechnology. She explained how the themes revolved around focus
areas of innovation, skill, people, infrastructure, environment and capital. She explained how the
a knowledge cluster-“Wissenskirne”, consisting of renewable energy, information technology,
sport, life sciences, technology production, data mining and logistics was identified and developed
to create more jobs, attract more residents and improve the city was taken up. Dr Keidies
presentation on the economic strategies of the city, made way for Mr Tegethoff’s presentation on
“Structural Change in Dortmund — the Spatial Dimension”. This presentation focussed on the
various brownfield urban developments that was taken up the city to revitalise the disused
district centres and former industrial sites. Various examples were elucidated through before and
after situations. Some of the examples that were highlighted were Project Nordwarts, Project
Phoenix, Horde, Westfallenhutte, Rheinische strabe, Luisengluck, etc. Most of these sites were
included in the city tour that was scheduled for the next day so that a better understanding on
the ongoing redevelopment process. The presentations by the German participants was followed
by a presentation by Prof. Yoshitsugu Hayashi, where he presented his work on Quality of Life (QoL)
in urban areas and the significance it draws for urban areas and the citizens living in these areas. The
methodology and the outcomes was demonstrated through the case study of Singapore city. The last
presentation was given by Ms. Sangeetha Ann on “Quality of Life comparative study between Germany
and Japan” where the QoL results for the city of Dortmund was presented for remarks by the Dortmund

planning experts. The workshop session ended with a question and answer session between the

participants.

iy A4 7=vYWMEHREOT—T v
@O German Participants
1. Dr. Bernhard Miller (Director)
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2. Dr.-Eng. habil Regine Ortlepp (Specialist in Environmental Risks in Urban and Regional
Development)

3. Prof. Dr. Gerold Janssen (Specialist in Strategic Issues and Perspectives)

4. Dr. Juliane Mathey (Specialist in Landscape Change and Management)

5. Dr. Marco Neubert (Specialist in Environmental Risks in Urban and Regional
Development)

6. Dr.-Eng. Georg Schiller (Specialist in Resource Efficiency of Settlement Structure)

@ Meeting report

Dr Bernhard Muller gave a warm welcome to the Japanese delegates and gave a short
presentation about the activities of the Leibniz Institute of Ecological Urban and Regional
Development. The floor was then opened up for the Japanese delegates to showcase their research
activities to find synergy with the activities of the researchers at Leibniz Institute. Prof.
Yoshitsugu Hayashi presented his research activities on Quality of Life (QoL) in urban areas and
the significance it draws for urban areas and the citizens living in these areas. The next
presentation was given was given by Ms. Sangeetha Ann on the “Quality of Life comparative
study between Germany and Japan”. In the presentation, the Qol. mapping results for the
German cities of Dresden and Dortmund and for the city of Nagoya was exhibited. The
presentation was followed by discussions around the table, where it was advised how various
elements to life differed in Germany and Japan and therefore some new elements like the cultural
side also need to looked into, especially when analysing QoL in German cities. The next
presentation was given by Dr. Shinichiro Nakamura on the topic “Needs of integrated water-land-
network research in Asia”. The presentation elucidated the flood management strategies adopted
in Japan and its evolution over time. It was very interesting to the German counterparts to know
that most of the land on the banks of the rivers in Tokyo were below the average water levels and
at very high risk to flooding in event of any dyke damage. The last presentation was delivered by
Asst.Prof. Noriyasu Kachi on the “Consideration on disaster recovery system to improve
resilience of frequent-landslide dangerous area”. The presentation focused on how relocation sites
were chosen for settlements under risk located on the landslide prone areas.

The presentations were followed by discussions between the German and Japanese delegates.
The German researchers commented on each of the research work presented and drew out their
topics of interest. Potential links were drawn to their current research topics and the possibility
of collaborative research and data sharing were deliberated. The possibility of using video
conferencing facilities for continued and frequent communication between the two circles of
researchers was welcomed. The workshop session was concluded on a positive note for

collaborative research with remarks by Prof Hayashi and Dr Muller.
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Vauban as a residential area

Please remember that Vauban is @ residential
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