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THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY
Media Release- 23° Janpary 2008

JAPANESE PAPER SCANDAL — PAPER MAKERS FRAUD CONSUMERS
Tasmariat woodchips used instead of recyeled paper?

Japan’s two biggest paper companies Nippon and Ofi are at the centre of 2 major national scandal
after it was revealed that they have been falsifying the amount of recycled paper they use in their
branded “recycled” paper range, Nippon Papet’s president has resigried-and both companies are
facing a major consumer backlash in Japan, with Fuji Xerox having indicated they will withdraw
Nippon’s recycled paper line from sale. Other sellers are expected to follow suit.

Nippon and Ofi are the major buyers of woodchips from Tasmania’s native forests through Gunps.
Another Japanese buyer of Tasmatian woodchips, Mitsubishi, agreed in 2004 to “switch o
secondary and plantation forests for woodchxp sources as soon as possible”, However, both Nippon
and Ofi have so far beeh unwilling stop buying woodchips from Tasmania’s o dgmwth forests.

“While Nippon and Oji have been lying about the amount of recycled paper they use, it is lkely
they have been machg up the diffetence by buying Tasmanian WOGdEhlpS sourced from
endangered species habitat,” said Paul Oosting pulp mill campaigner for The Wilderness Society.

“In addition to cailing on Nippon and Oji to honestly use recyeled paper as feedstock in their paper
mills, Japanese consumers should also Insist they stop sourcing wood froin Tasmania’s native
forests,” said My Qasting:

A recent court challenge to logging in the Wiclangta forests in sowth east Tasmanda, whilst
uhisucesssful in stopping forest destruction did see the cowrts agree that habitat of endangered

species such as the giant Tasmanian wedge—iaxi eagle are being destroyed, largely for woodchip
expott by Gunns.

“The Wi@langta appeal judgement makes it clear that logging legislation in Tasmania is not
protecting and was not designed to protest the enviromupent. It continming to buy Tasmanian

woodchips, Japanese pdper companies are supporting these destructive logging practices,” said Mr
Oosting.

“Logging in Tasmamia has Been internationally condemned for the unsustainable practices of
ciearfemng ancjent forests, poisoning native wildlife with 1080, logging ir sensitive areas such as
community water catchments and deliberately burning vast areas of logged forest”

“Logging Tasmania’s carbon-rich forest is driving climate change through the release of huge stores
of greenhouse gases. Japanese consumers can help the global fight agamst climate change by
insisting Nippon and Oji take the lead from Mitsubishi and end sovreing wood from Tasmania’s
oldgrowth forests,” concluded Mr Costing.

" For further information: Paunl Gosting 0409 963 734
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