
Table of Contents

“Market”
The Environment and Business1

2

3

“Government”
Actions Toward Integrating the Circular Economy, Nature-Positive, 
and Net-Zero GHG Emissions

“Citizens”
Practicing and Implementing Integrated Improvements on Environment, 
Economy and Society in Local Communities and Lifestyles

Additional materials

 The Direction of Japan's Global Warming Countermeasures

 Green Consumption for a Sustainable Society

 Science and Technology, Innovation, and Startup Support Necessary 

 for Transitioning to a Sustainable Society

- Decarbonized Society

- Biodiversity

- Sound Material-Cycle Society

- Atmospheric and Water Environments

- Chemical Substances

  Practice and Implementation of the Circular and Ecological Economy

  Lifestyle Shift

  Protecting Human Life and the Environment

1
This report is an English-language digest of parts of Japan’s Annual Report on the Environment, the Sound Material-Cycle Society, 

and Biodiversity, all of which were approved by the Cabinet on June 6, 2025, and includes various data.
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Chapter 1 introduces economic activities that will lead to “new avenues 

for growth,” including initiatives to build a green economic system that 

realizes sustainable production and consumption, and to encourage 

appropriate evaluation of environmental value and long-term 

investment in natural capital and capital systems that maintain, restore, 

and enhance natural capital.

Human activities are increasingly exceeding the Earth’s biocapacity, 
threatening the stability of the environment and natural capital, and 
confronting us with the triple global crisis of climate change, biodiversity loss 
and pollution. Economic and social activities are based on the foundation of 
natural capital (the environment), and overcoming these crises is one of the 
most critical issues. Achieving a sustainable society requires an integrated 
approach to shift economic and social systems into ones that are net-zero 
(decarbonized), circular, and nature-positive. �e Sixth Basic Environment 
Plan, approved upon a cabinet decision in May 2024, sets out the building of a 
“circulation and symbiosis based society” as the type of society that 
environmental policy should aim for, and aims to achieve “new avenues for 
growth” that will bring about “Well-being/quality of life” not only in the 
present but also in the future.
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