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TOWARDS INTEGRATION OF NATURE POSITIVE, 
NET-ZERO GHG EMISSIONS, AND A CIRCULAR ECONOMY

REALIZATION OF SUSTAINABLE 
LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND LIFESTYLES

Additional materials

  Put the Highest Priority on “Well-Being/Quality of Life”

  “New Avenues for Growth” Ensuring That “Well-Being/Quality of Life” Is 

  Maintained into the Future

  “Maintaining, Restoring and Enhancing Natural Capital” Is the Key

  Contributions to Economic Growth from “New Avenues for Growth” Using Environmental 

  Value, Such as Gearing the Entire Economy Toward the Creation of High Added Value

  Vision of an Ideal Society: Circulation and Symbiosis Based Society

- Japan’s GHG Emissions

- Biodiversity

- Sound material-cycle society

- Atmospheric and water environments

- Environmental risks of chemicals

  Practice and Implementation of the Circular and Ecological Economy

  Lifestyle Shift

  Protecting Human Life and the Environment

  Fundamental enhancement of countermeasures

1This report is an English-language digest of parts of Japan's Annual Report on the Environment, 

the Sound Material-Cycle Society and Biodiversity, which was approved by the Cabinet on June 7, 2024.
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  International Trend

  Nature Positive

  Net-Zero GHG Emissions

  Circular Economy
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OBJECTIVES 
OF THE SIXTH BASIC 
ENVIRONMENT PLAN
In May 2024, the Sixth Basic Environment Plan was approved upon a 
cabinet decision. �e Basic Environment Plan presents a broad vision of the 
government’s environment policy based on the Basic Act on the 
Environment.

�is plan is based on a strong “sense of crisis” about the triple crises of 
climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution. As modern civilization is 
unsustainable, the need to make a shift in the socio-economic system is 
inevitable. We must shift from the linear/standard mass production type of 
socio-economic system, which emphasizes material wealth, to a circular/high 
value-added type of socio-economic system that is based on renewable 
resources, such as recycled resources and biomass resources, and that 
emphasizes intangible value and spiritual wealth as well.
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4 EFFORTS FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND REVITALIZATION 
AFTER THE GREAT EAST JAPAN EARTHQUAKE AND 
NUCLEAR POWER PLANT ACCIDENT
  Status of Environmental Restoration from Radioactive Contamination

  Decontamination Measures for Soil Contaminated by Radioactive Materials

  E�orts Toward the Final Disposal of Removed Soil and 

  Waste Within Fukushima Prefecture

  Monitoring of Sea Areas Related to ALPS Treated Water
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