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SUMMARY

Report on Understanding the Migration of Sika Deer
in Oze National Park and the Surrounding Areas, 2016

The National Park which consisted of rich natural biodiversity and the environment is an important
habitat for various wild animals and plants. However, in Oze National Park, the valuable wetland
vegetation has been damaged by trampling and browsing pressure of Sika Deer (Cervus Nippon)
(hereinafter referred to deer), and the habitat expansion of deer has been causing serious problems in
recent years. This investigation is for clarifying the basic information of deer in this area, such as habitat
use and seasonal migration, to establish suitable management plan.

In 2016, there were total 18 individuals could have been traced the positioning data from GPS collars;
4 deer were collared in 2014, 8 in 2015, and 6 in 2016. And 9 deer have been recorded entering winter
areas in the winter, 2016. 7 deer out of 9 moved to Ashio area and 2 moved to Nikko area (of where one
at the south of Mt. Nantai and another at Chanoki-daira) from Oze area. The bottlenecks of migration
routes found between Oze and Ashio/Nikko areas were Oshimizu area (around Route 401), Marunuma
tunnel area (around Route 120), Mitsugamine area (in Katashina, Gunma Pref.), and Mt. Sukai area.

The durations of migration between 2015 and 2016 did not show obvious difference. It was taken 30 -
66 days in 2015 and 19 - 66 days in spring 2016. It was taken 5 - 64 days in 2015 and 6 - 81 days in
2016 in fall. Otherwise the later start of fall migration in 2015 and the earlier start of spring migration in
2016 might have resulted from light snow accumulation.

The deer could be divided to three types according to the frequency of wetland use in Oze area from
spring to fall; 1) heavy wetland user, 2) occasional wetland user, and 3) forest user (no wetland use).
The wetland in Oze was used the most from May to September. Then the use became low in October
and became frequently again in November. The time of wetland use concentrated during night for all
wetland users. Further, ridgelines of high elevation areas were used the most by collared deer in Ashio
area during winter.

The habitat use and seasonal migration of Nikko and Tone local population has been studied for years
and information has accumulated appropriately to approach the next step, especially to conserve the
wetland vegetation in Oze. Though there has been several districts already conducting population
control and countermeasure successfully, not all of those actions have derived with damage mitigation
for Oze. Most of time, deer management has carried out in each districts and has not been considered
wider area. It would be necessary to cooperate with various organizations not only district but also local
community and government for discussing about the division of roles. And sharing and exchanging all
biological and social information about deer in Nikko and Tone area would help each other to move on

the ideal goal.
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