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SUMMARY

Report on Effective Capture Techniques for Sika Deer
At Oze National Park
2016

The national Park which consisted of the rich natural biodiversity and the
environment is an important habitat for various wild animals. However, at Oze National
Park, the habitat size expansion of Sika Deer (Cervus Nippon) has been obvious by the
effect of lesser hunting pressure and habitat enlargement in recent years. And their
trampling and browsing pressure have been damaging the valuable wetland vegetation.

At Ministry of the Environment, habitat researches by installing GPS collar on deer
has been conducted to collect the data of their seasonal traveling routes around
Ozegahara Marsh. And practical culling on their traveling routes was attempted.
However visible number change has not been observed from the result on light-census
monitoring and the vegetation damage has been still highly concerned.

On this project, the trapping on using foot snare and wait culling, free-ranging were
conducted to evaluate the efficiency on the typical Ozegahara Marsh ground. In 2016
from June through July the total number of captured deer by foot snare was 9, firearm
was 10 .

On this project, we evaluated the efficiency of several types of capture methods
including wait culling and trapping using foot snares at the typical Ozegahara Marsh
ground from June to July in 2016. We captured 19 deer in total. The 9 deer (5 males
and 4 females) were captured by foot snares, 10 deer (5 male and 5 female) were captured
by firearms. The CPUE (Catch per Unit Effort) of foot snares was 0.0032. On the other
hand, the CPUE of firearms was 0.141.

We buried the captured deer in the ground by dismantling. We monitored them by
using camera traps to see Asiatic black bears (Ursus thibetanus) were attracted to the
burial-ground or not. We found that several bears were attracted to the ground, however
they did not attracted period to the ground becames short different by the ways of
dismantling.

In conclusion, conducting firearm culling through early spring to early summer would
provide the most dependable effort on deer population control to reduce the vegetation

damage at Ozegahara Marsh.
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