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SUMMARY

SUMMARY

Operations for the Promotion of Wide-Area Measures against Sika Deer
in Oze National Park and Surrounding Areas
2020

General provision of Japanese National Park shall aim at the protection of the places of natural
scenic beauty and also, through the promoted utilization thereof, at the contribution to the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity as well as to the health, recreation, and
culture of the people. However, at Oze National Park, the valuable wetland vegetation has been
damaged by trampling and browsing pressure of Sika Deer (Cervus Nippon) (hereinafter referred
to as “deer”), and the habitat expansion of deer has been causing serious problems in recent years.

The purpose of this work is to promote wide-area deer countermeasures based on the Oze/Nikko
National Park Japanese Deer Countermeasure Policy (hereinafter referred to as the
"Countermeasure Policy™). This work includes understanding the seasonal migration routes, timing
of migration, behavioral characteristics of deer in the Oze/Nikko region, capturing deer to reduce
their population, compiling the results of monitoring and countermeasures by related organizations,
estimating the population, and managing the wide-area council to study and experiment with
efficient and effective countermeasures.

In the deer migration and habitat monitoring survey, we analyzed six deer that were fitted with
GPS collars in 2018, three fitted in 2019 in the spring season, two fitted in 2019, and three newly
fitted in 2020 in the fall season and shared the information with relevant organizations. As a result,
we confirmed that all deer underwent seasonal migration. Spring migration started on February 27
for the earliest deer, and autumn migration started on October 26 for the earliest deer. Deer
inhabiting the Ozegahara and Ozenuma areas in summer often used the wetland at night. All deer
that migrated to the Nikko area in winter used altitudes above 1,000 meters.

Additionally, we conducted monitoring using cameras along Route 120, which is one of the
concentrated transit areas of the seasonal migration route. As a result, we confirmed that a high
percentage of females were captured by the cameras, and many deer inhabit the area not only
during seasonal migration (spring and autumn) but also in summer.

To reduce the population around Ozegahara and Ozenuma, we took 71 deer (CPUE = 0.36) in
197 man-days (127 man-days for shooters) with firearms. In the Ozenuma area, we also captured 6
deer in 83 man-days by using leg-hook traps (CPUE = 0.07).

In the trial capture using neck/leg-hook traps conducted around the Yumoto area in Oku-Nikko,
16 deer were captured in 50 man-days (CPUE = 0.32), but problems of the mis-capture of bears
remained in local coordination.

The Regional Council for the Control of Sika Deer in Oze and Nikko National Parks was held
twice. As one of the documents, an annual report on the habitat status and countermeasures of the
sika deer in the Oze and Nikko areas was prepared
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SUMMARY

(https://www.env.go.jp/park/oze/data/index.html). In addition, we organized the collected data to

estimate and forecast the population in the Oze and Nikko areas.

In the overall discussion, we first proposed measures that should be taken in each region. We
also discussed efficient and effective monitoring methods and how to use the information
collected. Deer tend to change their behavior flexibly in response to countermeasures by human
and changes in the environment, so it is necessary to monitor them accurately and promote

adaptive management.
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