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Summary

Nasu Heisei-no-mori Forest which was a part of Imperial Villa site until 2008 had preserved in its
natural state. His Majesty the Emperor has suggested using the forest for general public to engage
with nature with maintaining the rich natural environment. About the 560 hectare forest, half of
the entire Imperial Villa site, has been transferred to the Ministry of Environment in the Twentieth
Anniversary of His Majesty the Emperor’s Accession to the Throne. The forest has been designated
as Nikko National Park Nasu Heisei-no-mori Forest to be preserved and managed.

In this research, to provide feedback to both a natural environmental management plan and a
vegetation management implementation plan, following natural environment monitoring surveys
were conducted.

(1) Naturalized plant cluster survey

(2)Vegetation management zone survey

(3)Mammal survey

(4)Birds survey

To compile this report, hearings with experts were also conducted twice. The findings are shown

from the survey and a future monitoring plan is examined in this report.

(1)Naturalized plant cluster survey
The growth situations of the naturalized plants and weeds (85 species were selected in 2013)
were summarized. Chronological change was clarified of these species and the future growth
situation was predicted. Each characteristic of invasive and precautious alien species were
clarified and the extermination policy was examined.
(2)Vegetation management zone survey
Growth situation plant survey, sprout survey, seedling survey, brightness survey, soil hardness
survey and annual ring analysis were conducted in the Quercus serrate forest (50m X 50m)
where clear-cutting was applied. The annual ring analysis showed the growth process of trees. In
addition, the management policy and the objectives of the future grassland environment were
developed.
(3)Mammal survey
Line census survey, nocturnal mammal survey, and camera traps were conducted to grasp the
population status of mammals. The frequency of sika deer (Cervus nippon) and wild boar (Sus
scrofa) occurrences increased compare to its of the last year. However the possibility of annual
fluctuations needs to be considered. It is desirable to conduct continuous monitoring.
(4)Birds survey
The breeding status of buzzards (Buteo buteo) was investigated in the area where the nesting
trees were identified in the past survey. In this survey, two nesting trees were confirmed and

fledging was confirmed in one of the trees.
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