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FE IS 10 BH 8503 0. 061164 J5 0 LR L7z, & L CAFEEOREIEED
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SUMMARY

SUMMARY
Sika Deer Capture and Research Operations
in Oze and Nikko National Parks
2024

The Sika deer (Cervus nippon) population in the Nikko-Tone area migrating
through Oze and Nikko National Park may negatively affect the natural landscape
and damage the ecosystem, which may be not recoverable. This project, on the
basis of the “0ze/Nikko National Park Sika Deer Control Policy”, is intended to
implement wide—area countermeasures against the negative impact of deer behaviors.

We evaluated movement and habitat use of GPS-collared individuals during the
survey period; the survey was conducted with individuals, collared previous years,
and an additional individual, collared during summer in Kinu—numa Marshland of
2024. We provided the survey results with relevant organizations. The results
showed that deer in the Oze area used the marshland at night and deer in the
Nikko area used the grassland during the summer. In autumn, all GPS-collared
individuals in the Oze and Nikko areas showed their seasonal migrations. Most of
the individuals in the Oze area passed around Okukinu Forest Road and Marunuma
Tunnel on Route 120 in both spring and fall. In Mt. Shirane, GPS-collared
individual passed around Senjugahara during her Spring migration. In Kinu—numa
Marshland, GPS—collared individual passed around Sanno Pass and Karenuma during
her Fall migration. Most of the individuals used the Ashio region during winter,
and they shifted their habitat areas from higher to lower elevations in response
to the resource availabilities, which can be affected by the snow accumulation.

We conducted the camera trap survey to monitor the area along Route 120, because
deer preferably use the area as their seasonal migration routes. The number of
detected individuals during the fall season in 2024 was lower than the previous
year; we concluded that the number of individuals using these particular migratory
routes may have decreased over time.

We also conducted the camera trap survey to study deer habitat usage of the
vegetation communities in the marshland at the top of Mt. Tashiro and meadows
around the summit of Mt. Aizu-Komagatake. We detected adult females and a few
calves in both survey areas. In the Mt. Tashiro area, the deer detection was high
from June to July, and deer tended to use the marshlands during night. In the Mt.
Aizu-Komagatake area, the deer detection was high from July to August, and
indicated that there were individuals using the marshlands even during day.

We used firearms to cull 54 deer (CPUE=0.35) in 212 man-days around the

Ozegahara and Ozenuma region.
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SUMMARY

Around Mt. Shirane, we used snare traps to cull 19 deer (CPUE=0.56) in 34 man—
days (123 trap—days in operation).

We compiled the contents of this project and information was provided to the
contractor of The Regional Council for the Control of Sika Deer in Oze and Nikko
National Park. We participated as secretariat to the council meetings held in
October and January to explain materials and answer questions about the details
of our work.

In the general discussion chapter, we based on the trends of deer as considered
in this work and the knowledge that has been revealed so far, proposals for

effective future countermeasures were made for each region.
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