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When. Where
How

Michael Gross, Ron Zimmerman(2002) TInterpretive Centers)y Z=®H & [CEE
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THE SMALLEST HELP

Long-homed beetle,
P hrumatodes il idus,
actual size USY,

=Yh. EXGEETYZEITTWS

wo animals play critical roles in‘the life cycle of the giant sequoila. | he chickaree or

Douglas squirrel is the more visible. The, chickaree does not eat the seeds of the sequoia,
but rather the green, fleshy, highly nutritious cone scales. While eating the
cones, the squirrel dislodges the many tiny seeds, allowing
them to disperse
Also aiding the sequoia’s regeneration 1s the tiny,
mconspicuous wood-boring beetle, Phapnatodes nifidus
It tunnels through the green cones causing the ftlesh to
dl"\-'. The cone's scales then shrink .Vlnai U‘.v seeds loosen
and fall.
Nature is often full of surprises. In the relation
ships that have evolved among the massive

.\A\‘.l\

“sequoias, these two animals, and fire we find a truly
AMmazing surprise.

A mature sequoia can produce
1,500 cones a year. With 200
seeds per cone, that translates
into a tremendous seed source
available for release by the
Douglas squirrel
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