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SUMMARY

SUMMARY

Operation for Wide—Area Measures against Sika Deer
in Oze and Nikko National Parks
2023

The Sika deer (Cervus nippon) population in the Nikko—Tone area migrating
through Oze and Nikko National Park may negatively affect the natural landscape
and damage the ecosystem, which may be not recoverable. This project, on the
basis of the ”“0ze/Nikko National Park Sika Deer Control Policy”, is intended to
implement wide—area countermeasures against the negative impact of deer behaviors.

We evaluated movement and habitat use of GPS-collared individuals during the
survey period; the survey was conducted with individuals, collared previous years,
and an additional individual, collared during summer in 2023. We provided the
survey results with relevant organizations. The results showed that deer in the
Oze area often used the marshland at night and deer in the Nikko area frequently
used the grassland during the summer. In autumn, all GPS—collared individuals in
the Oze and Nikko areas made seasonal migrations. Most of the individuals in the
Oze area passed around Okukinu Forest Road and along Route 120 in both spring
and fall. In the Nikko area, both two GPS—collared individuals passed around the
City Road 1002 during their Spring and Fall migration, respectively. Most of the
individuals used the Ashio region during winter, and they shifted their habitat
from higher to lower elevations in response to the resource availabilities, which
can be affected by the snow accumulation.

We conducted the camera trap survey to monitor the area along Route 120, because
deer tend to use the area as their seasonal migration routes. The number of
detected individuals during the fall season in 2023 was lower than the previous
year; we concluded that the number of individuals using these particular migratory
routes may have decreased over time.

We also conducted the camera trap survey to study deer habitat usage of the
vegetation communities in the marshland at the top of Mt. Tashiro and meadows
around the summit of Mt. Aizu—-Komagatake. We detected adult females and a few
calves in both survey areas. In the Mt. Tashiro area, the deer detection was high
from June to July, and deer tended to use the marshlands during night. In the Mt.
Aizu-Komagatake area, the deer detection was high from July to August, and we
did not find any consistency of the deer detection between the night time and
day time.

We used firearms to cull 119 deer (CPUE=0.41) in 287 man—days (including 206

man—days for shooters) around the Ozegahara and Ozenuma region
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SUMMARY

Around Mt. Nikko-Shirane, we used snare traps to cull 19 deer (CPUE=0.26) in
74 man—days (311 trap—days in operation).

In proceeding with the revision of the policy, we prepared an interim evaluation
and a draft framework for the next countermeasure policy. We also discussed the
important matters for the next countermeasure policy with relevant organizations.

The Regional Council for the Control of Sika Deer in Oze and Nikko National
Park was held in July and January, and.as reports for the Council meeting, we
made an annual report regarding the management implication and current deer
habitat distribution of the O0Oze and Nikko National Park populations

(https://www. env. go. jp/park/oze/data/sikadeer. html)

In the general discussion chapter, we addressed that the current issue of

management implications to promote priority policies for FY2024.
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