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Overview of
National Parks

There are 35 national parks across Japan.
Japan has adopted a Regional Natural Park
System that designates national park land

as such regardless of private land ownership.
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National Parks of Japan

National
Parks
of Japan

Stories to experience

National parks in Japan are designated by the central
government according to the Natural Parks Act as an
outstanding natural scenic area that is distinguished
enough to represent the scenery of Japan. 35 national
parks across the country from Hokkaido in the north to

Okinawa and the Ogasawara Islands in the south account

System of Protection and Use -

The National Parks of Japan are designated by the Minister of
the Environment based on the Natural Parks Act, and park plans
are stipulated for individual national parks. Park plans set out
regulations to protect the unique scenery according to the charac-
teristics of each park such as the ocean and mountains in addition
to the basic policy for the maintenance of facilities to promote
the protection of nature and proper use. Japan has adopted a
Regional Natural Park System that designates national park land
as such regardless of private land ownership. This means a large
number of national parks include private property and land
owned by others besides the Ministry of the Environment (park
administrator). For this reason, the acts of constructing, recon-
structing, or extending structures that can impact the nature and

Protection regulation plan

Regulation Utilization Management
plan Zone, etc
pla

Use regulation plan
Facility plan

Project

wa)sAs uerd yred

plans Ecosystem preservation
and restoration plan

Nature experience
activity plan

Office System and Related Parties
regional natural parks system. Consequently,

Japan's National Park system has developed as a

Use facility plan

landscape of national parks, felling trees or bamboo, quarrying
soil and stones, capturing wildlife, and collecting plants in
national parks are regulated based on the Natural Parks Act. The
important purpose of national parks in Japan is allowing visitors
to deepen their understanding of the importance of nature and to
interact with and enjoy nature for better health and recreation.
Necessary facilities for the protection and use of national parks
are stipulated based on park plans. The Ministry of the Environ-
ment and local governments establish and maintain park facili-
ties such as visitor centers, bathrooms, observation decks, and
sidewalks. In addition, some park facilities including accommo-
dation facilities are established and operated by private business
operators with permission.

Regulation of various acts » Special Protection Zones

Regulation for use » Private car regulation, etc.

Protection facility plan Maintenance for protection » Nature restoration facility / Vegetation restoration facility, etc.

for use » Playg; . etc. / Lodgings, ski areas, etc.

Ecosystem preservation and restoration project plans » Ecosystem preservation or restoration program

Collaborative management
and operation

park management and operation require collabo-
ration with a wide range of related parties includ-
ing the Ministry of the Environment and local
private business operators. For this reason,

Establishment of a collaboration system b;
MOE s

various parties such as national institutions
other than the Ministry of the Environment,

24 local public and private entities, and park

national parks in Japan use a collaborative
management and operation model. In this model,
related parties share goals (visions) for the
desired maintenance and use of national parks in

operators

Regional Environment Office etc. _|_

addition to the ideal way of m t and

recognition, each party takes the initiative in
contributing to the management and operation of

-
= i ) (™
. : EallliaE
operation of national parks. Under the shared National Park Management Offices
>
Park Ranger Offices, etc. National

private
organizations

local public

national parks.

-National Park of Japan-

for approximately 6.5% of the country's land and welcome more than approximately 300
million people a year. Rich water and blessings from volcanoes as well as ecosystems
and the natural environment are maintained in these national parks, which are home to
many flora and fauna. Depending on the region, national parks are protected by caretak-
ers. Agricultural land and villages are also part of some national parks. National parks
are a trove of local history, tradition, and culture.

BrandiPLOIMISCR o o el ol mieeod PR Sty 0 o o W R W

Brand promise is a statement of promise of national parks in Japan to visitors and local
communities. The Ministry of the Environment shares the brand promise with the local
communities and related personnel and further promotes the branding of national parks in
Japan with the aim of becoming tourism destinations for people from around the world.

Brand Promise

Impressive natural
landscapes

Empathy for
sustainability

Stories to experience
-National Park of Japan-

National
Parks
of Japan
Values ‘

A wide variety of natural landscapes
and stories where local life, culture,
and history are intertwined truly
offer a one of its kind unforgettable
heart-moving experience

Facilities and
services to support
memorable

s s experiences

Activities that allow
to know the stories
of nature and people

HiStOI'y OfNational Parks ...............................................................................

The national park designation started in the
1930's in Japan. In the early years, scenic areas
including highly primitive mountains and tradi-
tional tourist destinations including shrines and
temples were designated. Later, designations
were assigned according to the changing needs of
the times. In the 1960's, some marine parks were
added to national parks while a vast wetland was
designated as a national park in the late1980's.
Entering the 2010's, the designation as a national park was given in consideration of biodiversity. Currently, a
wide variety of locations are designated as national parks in reflection of the changing times and increasing
diversity of views regarding the scenic locations that represent Japan.

gt 2 W

Iriomote-Ishigaki National Park  Fuji-Hakone-Izu National Park
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Yellow Wagtail
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Colorful Underwater Scenery
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Okinawa Amami Nature Conservation Office
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Okinawa Amami Nature Conservation Office
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National Parks of Japan

National Parks of Japan
https://www.env.go.jp/en/nature/nps/park/index.html

*English only

Visit ! National Parks!
https://www.japan.travel/national-parks/zh-hans/

Project to Fully Enjoy National Parks
https://www.env.go.jp/en/nature/enjoy-project/index.html

*English only

Regional Environment Office
https://www.env.go.jp/en/nature/nps/park/office.htmil

*English only

Brochure "Passing Down the Great Nature
of Japan's National Parks to the Future"

https://www.env.go.jp/nature/park/pamph3/index.html
*English only

Brochure "National Parks of Japan"
https://www.env.go.jp/nature/np/pamph4/index.html
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Japan National Parks Photo/Video Collection for Media Use

The Ministry of the Environment, Government of Japan offers a collection of photos and videos
(website) for use in various PR media outlets to promote and increase understanding of Japan's
national parks domestically and internationally. The Ministry will provide detailed information to
access the website following confirmation of the application details such as media name and
usage.Please submit applications to the National Park Visitor Use Promotion Office of the

Ministry of the Environment using the method at the bottom at this webpage.

Request Submission Information (Request for both of the above)

National Park Visitor Use Promotion Office, Ministry of the Environment

© E-mail  koen_prize@env.go.jp (Requests are only accepted by email)

*It may take time to confirm and respond to your request. Please submit your application well in advance.

*Please understand that applications may be declined following confirmation of the application details.

Required items in the application email

— Personal information management controller

Company/organization name and job title of the requester

Requester's name (full name)

Daytime contact phone number on weekdays (JST)

Media type (TV, newspaper, website, social media, display of a printed image, other, etc.)

Media name

*In case of a website or social media, please include the URL.
*In case of applying to display a printed image, please include the name and address of the venue where
the image is to be displayed

Distribution start and scheduled end date
(In case of applying to use a collection of photos and videos, scheduled end date can be TBD.)

Usage and purpose of photo(s)/video(s) to be used
(How use of the photo(s)/video(s) will contribute to promoting the national parks of Japan, etc.)
Personal information in the application will be strictly managed and used solely for the application to use

the collection of photos/videos and confirmation of the usage details. Unless otherwise stated in laws and
regulations, personal information will not be disclosed to a third party without consent from the applicant.

National Park Visitor Use Promotion Office,
National Park Division, Nature Conservation Bureau, Ministry of the Environment

SASAKI Shinjiro, Director, National Park Visitor Use Promotion Office

1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8975

*See https://www.env.go.jp/johokokai/index.html for details on personal information protection by the Ministry of the Environment
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