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Summary of the research project on the issue of invasive alien species in fiscal year 2011

In recent years, anthropogenically—introduced invasive alien species have been posing a

serious threat to the viability of biodiversity in Japan. It was in this context that the

Invasive Alien Species Act came into force in June 2005, aiming at preventing adverse effects

on ecosystems caused by Invasive Alien Species (IAS) through their appropriate management

and control measures against established IAS. Import regulation, appropriate management

control measures in the field and other efforts have been made from then on. In 2010, a

fifth year since when the Act came into force, we have begun to review the status of its

enforcement. In this project, we conducted the following activities in order to contribute

to promoting scientific and effective management of invasive alien species

1.

Collecting information on the actual introduction conditions of alien species:

We provided assistance in identifying 40 suspected IAS in response to inquiries made
by the competent authorities. In addition, we have conducted monitoring surveys at four
designated airports and 17 seaports where many goods from abroad are distributed with
high possibility of unintended introduction and the establishment of the IAS. The result
confirmed new establishment of Argentine ant (Linepithema humile) at the port of Mikawa
as well as its occurrence and expansion of distribution at three seaports already known
for establishment of these ants, namely, the port of Tokyo, Yokohama and Kobe.

We also conducted a survey on occurrence of the following species of which their
establishment and distribution in the country had been confirmed recently:
» Spartina alterniflora and other species of genus Spartina that are closely related
to an IAS of S. anglica
- freshwater shrimp, Palaemonetes sinensis, which is possibly continental alien species
and looks conspicuously like P. paucidens
« Argentine ants in Konohana district, Osaka City, of which their establishment was
newly confirmed in our survey last year
Furthermore, we organized 1,953 species name certificates collected at the customs and

analyzed import trend of invasive alien species requiring a species name certificate

Information gathering and material development on alien species:

Based on the results of examination of five years of the Invasive Alien Species Act
enforcement conducted in fiscal 2011, we collected information and developed materials
that may be necessary for use by the Ministry of Environment at future meetings to review
the Act and for other purposes

In addition, we carried out a questionnaire survey on current situation of the alien
species control, targeting at all prefectural and municipal governments and some private
sectors. The results were analyzed and the issues concerning the control measures were
identified.

Furthermore, information on the status of reform of the relevant regulations and the
lists of regulated species of the prefectures and the cities, as well as on the alien
species with large range and the distribution of potentially affected rare species were

collected and compiled



3. Examination of future measures against invasive species:

We held the ‘ReviewMeetings on the Invasive Alien Species List’ and the ’ Review Meetings
on Strategies for Controlling the Alien Species’ with aim to (Dreview the policy and
concrete methods for establishing the alien species list based on scientific knowledge
including impacts on the ecosystems posed by these species and to @evaluate the alien
species control projects carried out by fiscal 2011 and discuss basic idea about priority
settings as well as implementation policy for the control projects in fiscal 2012 and after.
Each review meetings were held twice, i.e. four times in total, and the outcomes of the

meetings were summarized.

4. Updates on reported information on the alien species:

We have updated the alien species identification manual and database concerning
three species of anoles that were newly designated as the IAS upon revision of
the Invasive Species Act in fiscal 2011.



