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Appendix 2. Habitat Associations of PNW Invasive Specie,
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2. Citizen guide to Noxious Weed
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WHAT ARE
NOXIOUS WEEDS?

oxious weeds

are damaging, non-

native plants that are
overwhelming our natural
and agricultural lands. These

plants aggressively spread

and occupy land at the expense of pasture
productivity, natural ecosystems, recreation and
human and animal health.

WHAT ARE THE COSTS OF
NOXIOUS WEEDS?

.~ ach year, these plants cost King County
millions of dollars in lost agricultural production,
environmental degradation and maintenance
and control costs. Once invasive plants take
hold of the land, it is very expensive and time-
consuming to remove them. In natural areas, it
may not even be feasible to remove them once
they become established.

HOw DID THEY GET HERE AND
WHERE DO THEY GROW?

./, nvasive species are introduced through a
wide variety of sources such as contaminated
hay or seed, mud on vehicles, ornamental
garden plants, wildflower mixes, erosion control
plantings, yard waste dumping, aquariums and
water gardens. Noxious weeds are found

(Ci11zENS QUIDE

TO

NOXIOUS Z()EEDS

King County

Department of Natural Resources and Parks
Water and Land Resources Dlviston

Noxlous Weed Control Program

201 South Jackson, Sulte 600
Seattle, WA 98104-3855
http://dncmetroke.gov/weeds
206-296-0290

everywhere in King County - in rural, urban and
suburban areas; on developed and undeveloped
land; on farmland, forests and other natural
open spaces; and in lakes, rivers, streams

and bays.

WHAT IS THE STATE NOXIOUS
WEED LAW?

7 ()ashington's noxious weed law (RCW
17.10) requires public and private landowners
- including city, county and state land agencies
- 1o control designated noxious weeds on

their property. Control requirements and
regional designations are defined in WAC 16-
750. Federally owned lands are subject to the
Federal Noxious Weed Act (Public Law 93-629).
Since many people are unfamiliar with noxious
weeds, the King County Noxious Weed Control
Program (County Weed Program) is available
to provide information on identification and
control methods. Landowners can choose the
control method they feel is most appropriate for
their property.

WHY IS THERE A LAW TO
CONTROL NOXIOUS WEEDS?

Z;ecause noxious weeds affect =
everyone. Weeds do not obey
property lines and jurisdictional
boundaries. It takes a coordinated
effort to prevent new noxious
weeds from establishing and to
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control and eradicate the
weeds already here. The
noxious weed law gives
us a tool to quickly and
effectively stop the spread
of the new and most
damaging weeds. For early
infestations, rapid response
can stop a noxious weed invasion in its tracks.

WHAT DOES THE COUNTY
WEED PROGRAM DO TO ENSURE
COMPLIANCE WITH THE WEED LAW?

‘Yhe County Weed Program conducts annual
roadside surveys for noxious weeds and follow-
up checks on existing noxious weed locations.
The program notifies the appropriate public
agency or private landowner of the presence
of the noxious weed and provides weed
management suggestions appropriate to the
site and weed. If the noxious weeds are not
controlled by the agency or property owner,
the county may control the weeds at the
owner's expense.,
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How DO | KNOW WHICH WEEDS
TO CONTROL?
oxious weeds are separated into classes A,

B and C based on distribution, abundance, and
level of threat (how dangerous the plant
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CLASS A NOXIOUS WEEDS

(Eradication required throughout
Washington State)

1. Milk Thistle Ziamiaiisiinneisrssesissinavastssod
2. Garlic Mustard ..........c.cccoiviiiiiininns 88&9
3. Giant Hogweed ......ccccccoeviiincninnciees 108& 11
4. Hydrilla aapinessissmanisesserssassssnsarygosspasaaass 12
5. Floating Primrose-willow .....cc..ccoeviiieeei 13

6. Goatsrue ............... 14

T /Iﬁ 7. Bighead Knapweed 15
.. 8.Clary Sage .............

9. Spanish Broom

is to humans, animals, private and public lands,
and native habitats). The goal is to prevent the
spread of new and recently introduced weeds
while it is still cost-effective to do so. Class A
weeds are the most limited in distribution and
therefore the highest priority for control. Class

B and C weeds vary in priority based on local ‘I:
distribution and impacts. Noxious weeds that =
are widespread in King County are called non- 1
designated noxious weeds and control of these z
is recommended but not required. t
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WHERE CAN | GET THE CURRENT
NOXIOUS WEED LIST? :
/‘< ing County and Washington State weed )
lists are available online at http:/dnr.metrokc.gov/ o
weeds or by contacting the King County Noxious £
Weed Control Program at 206-296-0290. -
L=}

HoOw DO | FIND OUT HOW
TO CONTROL NOX]OUS
V\_IEEDS?

(fhe King County Noxious
Weed Program has Best
Management Practices and easy to
use fact sheets on noxious weeds
in the county. These are available
online at ;

or from the office by calling
206-296-0290.
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1. Milk Thistle
(Sllybum marianum)

¥ Robust winter annual

or biennial thistle, 2 to 6
feet tall, with stout, ridged,
branching stems

f Distinctive white marbling on
shiny green leaves

¥ Purple flower heads are 2 inches wide with
spine-tipped bracts, flowers from April to May

¥ Toxic to livestock and forms dense stands in
pastures and rangeland

c
f Can be up to 4 tons per acre in heavily (¢
infested areas A
}
¥ An established weed in southwestern "
Oregon, California and other western states
¥ Currently limited in distribution in King
County but could potentially invade highly N
valued agricultural and pasture areas in -
the county T
¥ Please report o
any new u
infestations, *
S0 we can
work quickly

to stop them
from spreading
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CLASS B & C DESIGNATES

(Control required in all or part of King
County) |

10. Hairy Willowherb
(Epilobium hirsutum)

f Tall, perennial herb
found in wetlands, stream

10. Hairy Willowherb ..........ccooovniennnen. 19 banks, wet fields, pastures,
11, GOFSE L.evviviiiiiirineicnsreiireiecee e 20 & 21 and meadows
12, Tansy Ragwort ......cociiininiiaininniane. 22 & 23 5‘1 Wpiialy foyndn dignitped

areas but capable of forming
monotypic stands in natural wetland areas,
where aggressive growth crowds out
native plants

13. Hawkweed — Yellow & Orange ........ 24 & 25
14. Knapweed — Spotted, Diffuse
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& Meadow ........ccoeiiininiiiiie, 26 & 27 ;‘E
' Grows in same habitats as purple loosestrife,
15. Dalmatian Toadflax ... 28 where both species colonize gaps along
16. Scotch Thistle ......cooceeeiveiiieciiinnnn. 29 riparian areas created by erosion
17. Sulfur CINQUEFOIl ..covvevesrieiessiesen 30 & 31 ¥ Grows from 3 to 6 feet tall; entire plant is
T e covered with fine, soft hairs
. Yellow Nutsedge ........cccoerviarniiianeas
9 g2 ﬁ Leaves are mostly opposite, toothed
19. Perennial Sowthistle ............ccocovenne 33 and lanceolate
20. Viper's Bugloss ..........c.cccverevirvaeennns 34 f Showy rose-purple flowers, % inch across

with 4 notched

21. Smooth & Common Cordgrass ....... 35 petals, in leaf axils

22. Brazilian Elodea .....c...ccovveieeireiranne. 36 near top of plant
23. Parrotfeather .......ccccviiivicriiniiniinn 37 [ Spreads by wind-
‘ dispersed seeds and
24, Common Reed ........cccoceivnneeeeeirenneenn 38 & 39 by extensive rhizomes (8
25. Perennial Pepperweed ...........c.cco0.0. 40 & 41 # Flowers in mid-

26. Policeman’s Helmet summer (July-August)

¥ Please report all
populations of
this nlant

27. Loosestrife — Purple & Garden

WHAT SERVICES DOES THE |
COUNTY WEED PROGRAM
PROVIDE TO COUNTY RESIDENTS?

WHAT CAN PROPERTY
OWNERS DO?

¢‘|eve|11 weed

i Early detection and eradication of pioneering | infestations:
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infestations of high-priority noxious weeds

T Weed surveys and consultations

Best Management Practices and fact sheets
for noxious weeds in the county
Cooperative Weed Management Area
coordination

‘ 2 'i’ Advice on the

appropriate use
of weed control
methods and tools

Cost-share toward
the control of
priority noxious
weeds on private
and public lands

Presentations and
slide shows on
weed identification
and control
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'f Follow noxious weed
laws and quarantines

T Check imported hay and seed
mixes for noxious weeds

Choose non-invasive species for gardens
and landscapes

Check vehicles, clothing, boats, boat trailers
and camping equipment for weeds and seeds

Never dump aquarium plants into a pond,
lake or stream

]

{_~ontrol weed infestations:

T Use integrated pest management

Remove or control weeds safely and
appropriately

Properly dispose of noxious weeds and
weed seeds

Re-plant with appropriate species to prevent
weeds from returning

'f Follow Best Management Practices for
pastures, forests and open space
Provide long term monitoring and
maintenance following initial control

7 .
{__ontazt us for questions and concerne

http./dnr.metrokc.gov/weeds or 206-296-0290
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