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The sinking of Ngibtal

The fish-bearing Breadfruit Tree of Ngibtal Island In the old days in Palau
there was an old woman named Dirrabkau who lived by herself on an island
called Ngibtal on the shore-reefs of what is now Ngiwal State.

The woman had a son named Mangidabrutkoel whom she did not see often
as he travelled through other villages.

The men of Ngibtal always passed by the house of Dirrabkau after a day's
fishing but they never offered some of their catches with her. Though the
woman was fond of fishshe was never able to eat any. The only food she
ate were the fruits of the breadfruit tree(Meduu) which grew in her yard.
One day, after a long absence, Mangidabrutkoel came to visit his mother.
Dirrabkau took this chance to complain to her son that while others of the
village had plenty of fish toeat, she never had some for her pot.
Mangidabrutkoel sympathized with his mother. BeforeMangidabrutkoel set
forth on his next trip, he went to the yard, to the breadfruit tree by
thewater's edge. He cut off one of its branches and water gushed from the
stump, flowingspasmodically to the rhythm of the waves hitting the shore.
With each surge, fish jumped outof the tree..From then on,
Mangidabrutkoel's mother had a steady source offish right in her yard.

This breadfruit tree became the envy of all the people of Ngibtal island.
"While we must go out to sea for our fish, the old Dirrabkau only sits under
her tree to get all the fish she wants, they moaned." Finally, not being able
to contain their envy, the people went over to Dirrabkau's house and cut
down the fish-bearing tree. The water started to flow from the tree trunk
in great torrents of water. All kinds of fishes flowed out of the breatfruit
tree.

People were shouting with joy as with baskets, they collected all the fish
they can carry with them home. All day, water flowed out of the tree trunk.
The village people, not realizing the danger facing them and the island,
went home with many catches. During the night as people were asleep, the
water kept rising until the whole island was flooded before the Sun even
rose on the horizon.

To this day the site of the island, with its pathways and house platforms, can
be seen from the watery sureface off the shore of Ngiwal.




