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Extreme Weather
and the Gredt BarTler Ree

The summer of 2010-11 WWMN&NW to Queensiand.
Cycione Yas! was one of the most powentul cydiones to have affected the Great Barmer
memm WESOM”EAS(WGXMMMM,
up to 400 per cent higher than normal

These extreme weather events damaged coral reefs and Seagrass beds, lesaing o
aaditional pressures on Important SDECiEs Such a5 Qugong and green furtie. They aiso had
Impiications for the Industres and communilias that depend on the Reef, including direct
damage 10 Intastructure and AMpacts {0 Natral resouzas

Coral reefs have 3 natural abity (0 rECover ffom exreme weather impacts, e the
Reef fo bounce back fom these events. While the Great Bamier Reef Is expacted 0 cope
WIth the Impacts of cimate change better than mos! coral resfs around the word, the spate
af severe Mloods and Intenly of recent cyclones wil test is reslience.

The Great Bamer Reef Marine Park Authonty Implemented the Extrame Westher Response
Program to better understand the Impacts of extreme westher on the Graat Barer Reef and
MMMWCW’ESWWE for future extreme weather events.

Ciimate sclentists pradict Increased MEquUENcy of eXTEme Weather events such as floodng
mwmmcyawsasa!ewualm m The effects of recent extreme
weather events highiignt the need for effective management and actve stewardship.
Insights from the Extreme Weather Response Program are being used to guide the
focus 0f management into the future and fo heip buld the raslience of the Reef and s
Inguistries and ragional communits fo clmate change.
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Go_slow for turtles and dugongs

of concem in the the move an ﬂmw l:-

wparanced in

0 s thay e not usually seen.

damaged dua the
raded due to poor

usars to holp protect thes

their mgular forxging arsas cam cause groan
ther species of marine tur

ind dugongs to mov in thelr search
s Inerable and it my
ve bean mcordod after smilar axtms waather matum and be able to brosd.
n the past
Suriace-broathing marina animals such ¥ tutties and
dugengs am vunonble s
when surfacing for ai

damaged and alow manag:
tor understand the impact of axtrome

of seagrass masdows and conal mb s the waather ovents on maries animats and their habitat.

aftermath of cyclones and floods.

What you can do to help
Go slow - lookout below!

Keep a good lookout on the water

Avoid shallow Seagrass meadows

If you cannot avoid Seagrass
meadows, reduce your Speed
to below 10 knots

Report sick, injured or dead

iy marine animals on 1300 130 372

Marine Park Authority
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The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority is the s
Australian Government agency responsible for managing 3
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park

www.gbrmpa.gov.au/highstandards
mail tourrec@gbrmpa.gov.au
phone + 61 7 4750 0700
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