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Regional Cooperation for Protected Areas-- 
Dalai Lake National Nature Reserve in China 



■Geographic location of target area 
The ecological environment, 
and the diversity of vegetation 
and animals inhabiting 
grasslands and swamps, are 
very similar among these three 
countries. 

Fig. 1. Dalai Lake National Nature Reserve  
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■CMR - Dauria International Nature Reserve 

In 1994, CMR - Dauria 
International Nature 
Reserve was established 
by these three nations. 

Fig. 2. Dauria International Nature Reserve 
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In the DLR, an agreement was signed in 2000 with local 
communities for joint conservation.  

■Introduction 
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■Introduction 

In this study, the purpose has been to clarify effects of the joint 
conservation agreement with local communities at the DLR, by studying 
the attitude of community residents. 
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In the DLR, a joint conservation 
agreement was signed between 
the management bureau and 
communities.  The agreement 
specifies roles and explanation 
activities by the bureau and legal 
compliance and usage by 
residents.  

■Joint Conservation Agreement 
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Reasonable usage is permitted for residents within the 
restrictions set by the nature reserve area ordinance.  

■Joint Conservation Agreement 
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■Joint Conservation Agreement 
It is the residents’ duty to protect wild animals and their 
inhabitation environment, and to report usage of natural 
resources.   

Stone stolen 

Well digging 



■Study Methods 

Field research was conducted from the 11th until the 28th 
of July 2013, including interviews with related 
organizations, bibliographical research, and field 
observations.  
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■Study Methods 
A survey was carried out from August 22 until September 14 in 2013.  

Table1.Questionnaire  from 

Survey  method Questionnaire 

Subjects  The residents in the Reserve 

Answer number Valid responses at 496(670 responses ) 

Survey contents  Demographics of the respondents 
Activities in the Reserve 
Understanding and evaluation of the joint conservation agreement 
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Results and Considerations 
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■Summary of DLR 
The DLR is China’s national level of 
nature conservation area and is 740,000 
hectares in area.  This Nature Reserve 
includes Dalai Lake, Buir Lake (only the 
part within China), and the grassland 
which spreads between those lakes. 

Fig. 3. Dalai Lake National Nature Reserve 

Grasslands 
55% 

Wetlands 
44% 

Sandy soil 
1% 

=408300 ha 

=6400 ha 

325300 ha=  



■Summary of DLR 
According to protection 
regulations, the Nature Reserve 
is divided into three zones: the 
core zone, the buffer zone, and 
the experimental zone, in order 
of strictness.   

Core 
zone 
10% 

Buffor 
zone 
5% 

Experime
ntal zone 

85% 

Fig. 4. Dalai Lake National Nature Reserve’s protection regulations 



■Summary of DLR 

Six hundred and fifty 
households reside in the DLR 
and the population totals 
1,771.  

Core zone 
2% 

Buffor zone 
20% 

Experimental 
zone 
78% 

13 households  

133 households  

504 households  
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The number of tourists has been 
increasing every year, and the number 
of visitors in 2012 in the Reserve 
totaled 562,000.  The intention of 
their transition to eco-tourism has 
been confirmed from interviews with 
the management bureau. 

■Summary of DLR 

Dalai Lake  

Dalai Lake  
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This agreement was signed with 114 families in 2000 when at the 
onset, and later in 2003 it had been revised for signing with all 
male and female adults above 18 years of age.  

■Joint Conservation Agreement 
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■Joint Conservation Agreement 

There has not been a new agreement that has been signed 
since then.  When the agreement was signed for the first 
time, it was reputed to be one of the most advanced 
nature protection examples in China.  Approximately 10 
years has passed since the last agreement.  
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■ Understanding and Evaluation by Residents 

Table2. Attributes of  respondent 
       ( 496 respondents)  

Attributes of options Total  

Number % 

 
Gender 

 
SA 

Male 
Female 
No Answer 

365 
131 

0 

61.2% 
26.5% 

0 

 
Residency 

years 

 
SA 

1-9years 
10-29years 
30+years 

35 
225 
236 

7% 
37.9% 
47.6% 

Sources of 
income 

 
MA 

Nomadism 
Tourism related occupation 
The rest 

417 
201 
120 

84.1% 
50.5% 
24.1% 

The subjects were the residents in the Reserve, and 670 responses were 
collected with the number of valid responses at 496.  
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■ Understanding and Evaluation by Residents 

The residents owned 
305.2 hectares of 
grassland and kept 530 
animals on average.   

Fig. 5. The usage and the number of animals 

●   Han     
● Mongolian 
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■ The residents’ opinion about the joint conservation agreement 
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very influenced somewhat influenced not much influenced not influenced at all

(the agreement is) to protect nature 
 
(the agreement is) to protect benefits 
for residents 
 there are violators of the agreement 
 
activities to destruct the nature have 
decreased 
the agreement should be continued in 
the future 
(the agreement is) useful for my 
productive life 
the agreement is necessary now 
 
an amendment should be considered 
 
familiar with details of the content (of 
the agreement) 
the agreement was necessary around 
2000 
 
(the agreement) causes loss in my life 

a.  
 
b.  
 
c.  
 
d.  
 
e.  
 
f. 
 
g.  
 
h.  
 
i.  
 
j.  
 
 
k.  
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■Conclusion 

Dauria International Nature Reserve  By 
setting a conservation area, resident 
restrictions could be imposed and losses 
might be incurred accordingly.   
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In the DLR, the communities and the management 
bureau signed a joint conservation agreement.  This 
arrangement is allowing them to proceed with the 
restrictions of residency and access to natural 
resources within the conservation area in an efficient 
manner.   

■Conclusion 
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Thank you for your attention 
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