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Water

It is recommended to:

* consolidate the body of water-related laws into coherent legislation inte-

~ grating quantity and quality management and taking a whole river basin

~ approach;

« take additional measures to expedite implementation of sewerage construction
programmes (e.g. expanding advanced treatment infrastructure, improving
combined sewer overflows); further increase the application of the polluter

pays and user pays principles; consider a possnble role for public-private
partnerships towards this end;

» strengthen implementation of nutrient reduction measures for lakes, bays and
inland seas, in particular regarding diffuse sources such as agriculture;

* strengthen the control of substances hazardous to human health and eco-

systems, through cleaner production, effluent coatrol, pesticide regulation
and groundwater protection;

* streamline the water quality classification system and include ecological

water quality criteria;

* continue to actively pursue the restoration of river habitats to near-natural
state and extend stakeholder participation in river management to more river
basins.
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Chemicals

It is recommended to:

further improve the effectiveness and efficiency of chemical management and
further extend the scope of regulation to include ecosystem protection;

strengthen voluntary initiatives in the chemical industry and grant a more
active role to chemical producers in safety investigations (e.g. of existing
chemicals);

introduce measures to encourage manufacturers to reduce the . environmental
and health risks posed by chemicals used in consumer products, at all stages
of the products’ life cycle;

continue to instruct farmers about and monitor their compliance with regula-
tions and guidelines concerning the application of pesticides;

continue to develop publicly accessible databases on chemicals {e.g. on
toxicity, risk assessment, emissions at all stages of the life cycle) and
strengthen risk communication concerning hazardous chemicals;

continue to co-operate with other OECD countries (e.g. on harmonisation of
test procedures for new and existing chemicals) and continue to promote
environmentally sound chemical management in East Asia.
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