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An ameniwa (rain garden) is a green area that collects rainwater falling on places like roofs and impermeable
pavements and temporarily stores it in shallow sunken areas so that it permeates underground slowly.

An ameniwa is based on the idea of green infrastructure that doesnt unilaterally treat nature’s diverse
functions (such as rainwater) as enemies, but effectively uses them as a part of environmental preservation
in urban life

In Japan, which has always had lots of rain, one sees that there have been for historical buildings and
property that responded to heavy rain.

The dry landscape garden of Zen temples has superior retention and permeation functions during
torrential rain. For example, it has been confirmed that the dry garden in the rear abbott’s chambers of
Shokoku-ji Temple, which topographically speaking lies upstream from Kyoto Imperial Palace, has the
capacity not to overflow even in heavy rain exceeding 400mm.

Rain Garden
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