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IMPEL NETWORK

• The European Union Network for the 
Implementation and Enforcement of Environmental 
Law (IMPEL)

• An international non-profit organisation of 
environmental authorities

• Founded in 1992. Legal seat in Brussels; website: 
https://www.impel.eu

• 59 members authorities from 38 countries 
including all EU MS

• Newest Members – Ukraine, EPA of Montenegro, City of 
Linz, Austria

• >1500 involved experts

https://www.impel.eu/


Mission

To contribute to protecting the environment by 

promoting the effective implementation and enforcement 

of EU environmental law.



5 Expert Teams
forums for the members in which they can develop projects, 
based on member needs that address key implementation gaps.
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Environmental 
law partners

European 

Commission

Secretariats of the 

Basel, Rotterdam and 

Stockholm 

Conventions

Institutional 
funders

Europol, Interpol, 

Eurojust, World 

Customs Organization, 

etc.

Other networks such as 

EUFJE,

ENPE, ENVICrimeNet

Member 

organisations



Projects

Good practices with 
guidance and tools

Joint inspections Capacity building 
and training 

Exchange of 
information and 

experience 

International 
enforcement 
collaboration 

Provide feedback 
and advice on new 

and existing EU 
environmental law

• An overview of the 2025-2027 IMPEL Work Programme 

can be found here.

• Projects are linked to IMPEL’s Multi-annual Strategic 

Programme (MASP) 2022-2027.

• The new MASP can be found here.

• The MASP provides a longer-term, strategic direction and 

sets priorities for IMPEL’s work, reflecting the needs of the 

members and key ‘implementation challenges’.

• Challenges identified by the Implementation Challenge 

Survey 2021 (adopted at the France GA in June 2022) 

influenced the MASP.

• A new Implementation Challenge Survey will take place in 

2025.

https://3.basecamp.com/4481666/buckets/17164415/vaults/7345024132
https://public.3.basecamp.com/p/sECbBsMJ3kXuU9Z1awJPJgTW


Projects Waste Shipments 2025-2027

• NCP and Conferences

• Strategic work and Network collaboration

• Enforcement Actions

• Plastic Waste Shipments

• WEEE



Update on response to e-waste amendment



Changes and consequences

• Legislatives changes in the EU for transboundary movements of waste

• Waste (WEEE) versus (2nd hand) product (UEEE)

• Classification of certain e-waste streams (e.g. motors and compressors)

• Consequences of the differences in classification
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The new EU Waste Shipment Regulation (nWSR)



Specifically for e-waste

Note: The EU prohibit the export to non OECD countries of hazardous waste and other waste (Annex II Basel
Convention)



Waste or used goods?? (WEEE or UEEE?)



Waste vs used items

• Evidence that its a working product (in EU):

• Copy invoice/ contract stated items used for direct re-use and is fully functional

• Testing/ functionality documents

• Testing conducted by qualified, certified or trained technician

• Declaration that NONE of the items is waste

• Appropriate protection against damage during transport, loading and unloading
through suffcient packaging/ stacking
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Testing document



Appropriate protected against damage during transport, loading, 
etc.?



NCP questionnaire - WEEE

• WEEE classification from 1.1.2025 – discussions during IMPEL NCP meetings in on
takeback cases of WEEE electric motors (export to non OECD)

• The following slides show how different countries classify and treat electric motors 
and compressors for export - classification codes, shredding requirements, and metal 
content thresholds.

• Electric motors (untreated/treated)  Compressors (de-polluted, non-shredded)

Waste & TFS Expert Team



NCP questionnaire - WEEE

• Answers from 18 NCPs
• Germany: are trying to find an agreement 

on WEEE classification within the 25 
regional waste competent authorities. A 
draft resolution was drawn up and sent to 
the individual authorities…

Waste & TFS Expert Team



ELECTROMOTORS



Electric motors

Waste & TFS Expert Team

EU countries

Y49 outside EU, 
GC010 intra EU

B1010/mixture
B1010
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Country (EU countries 
marked blue)

How do you classify non-shredded components such as electric motors (or generators, stators, starters and 
other electrical components) for export from your country? Note: depolluted (without external cables, printed 
circuit boards etc.) 

If you accept B1010 - Does your country require that electric motors have been 
shredded in order to classify them under B1010/mixture of B1010 (which means that 
waste is no more identifiable as components of WEEE)? 

Albania B1010 (outside EU, intra EU) it depence in the request of the exporter
Austria Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU we consider shredded electric motors as IIIA mixture B1010
Croatia Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU No

Czech Republic
Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU

Yes - we consider shredded electric motors as IIIA mixture B1010, ESM (Article 49) must 
be proven

England (United Kingdom) Y49 to OECD and non-OECD
Other (Y49 3rd indent for shredded WEEE, B1010 only when sorted, not shredded, 
contamination removed, must be correctly described as B1010)

Estonia Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU Yes
Finland Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU
Flanders - Belgium Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU Yes
Iceland B1010 (outside EU, intra EU);We adjust to the opinion of the CA of the reception facility. Not sure

Ireland
B1010 (outside EU, intra EU);Provided it is fully depolluted as described, B1010 can apply.  Y49 outside EU, GC010 
intra EU if not depolluted We've no such shredding requirement

Kosovo B1110 , GC020/EWC 16 02 16, Annex VII, contrat, proof of treatment No
Latvia Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU Yes
Luxembourg Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU not applicalble
Malta Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU N/A - No facilities locally
Netherlands B1010 IIIA mixture (outside EU, intra EU); No
Norway Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU Yes
Poland B1010 (outside EU, intra EU);but it's always an individual assessment ; No
Romania Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU No shredding is strictly required.

Scotland (United Kingdom)
Could be Y49 but have doubt that they would ever be fully depolluted to an acceptable standard. Operators have 
said to us that it is not possible to depollute the large ones.; No

Slovenia Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU Yes
Switzerland Y49 if comming from WEEE; No





Depolluted compressors

Waste & TFS Expert Team

EU countries

Y49 outside EU, 
GC010 intra EU

B1010/mixture
B1010
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Country (EU 
countries marked 
blue)

How do you classify waste compressors for export from your 
country? Note: depolluted (no oil leakage, without external 
cables, printed circuit boards etc.) 

If you accept B1010 - Does your country require that electric compressors 
have been shredded in order to classify them under B1010/mixture of B1010 
(which means that waste is no more identifiable as components of WEEE)?

Albania as i know we dont have the case to export waste compressors
Austria Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU Yes - shredded electric compressors could be a IIIA mixture B1010
Croatia Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU No

Czech Republic
Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU

Yes - shredded electric compressors could be a IIIA mixture B1010, ESM 
(Article 49) must be proven

England (United 
Kingdom) Y49 to OECD and non-OECD

Other (Y49 3rd indent for shredded WEEE, B1010 only when sorted, not 
shredded, contamination removed, must be correctly described as B1010)

Estonia Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU Yes
Finland Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU
Flanders - Belgium Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU Yes
Iceland B1010 (outside EU, intra EU) No

Ireland
Provided it is fully depolluted as described, B1010 can apply.  It 
will be Y49/GC010 otherwise We've no such shredding requirement

Kosovo B1010 (outside EU) or B1110  No
Latvia Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU Yes
Luxembourg Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU not applicable
Malta No such requests have been received this year No Facilities locally

Netherlands
has to be proved empty (made not suitable for reuse) than 
B1010 IIIA has to be proved empty (made not suitable for reuse) than B1010 IIIA

Norway not yet discussed
Poland It depends  No

Romania

Y49 outside the EU, GC010 within the EU. If fully depolluted and 
made unusable, B1010 can apply (for export outside the EU), 
provided evidence is presented (e.g., perforation, treatment 
certificate).

No, shredding is not mandatory, but compressors must be clearly emptied 
and made non-reusable. Proof of treatment (visual or documentation) is 
required to qualify for B1010

Scotland (United 
Kingdom) Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU No
Slovenia Y49 outside EU, GC010 intra EU not applicable
Switzerland B1010 (outside EU, intra EU) without oil and refrigerent and made unusable bei means of drill hole or a slit





Waste & TFS Expert Team

B1010 (B1010 mixtures) requirements
Country (EU countries 
marked blue)

What is the required metal content for waste to be classified as B1010 or Annex 
IIIA mixtures of metals in your country? Any other remarks - regarding mixtures of B1010 under IIIA, etc. 

Albania
Austria at least 90 % (w/w)
Croatia Minimum 92 %
Czech Republic contamination 5 % is accepptable -

England (United Kingdom) the waste must be mostly metal with minimal contamination

We will only classify waste as B1010 if it is correctly described as that. It will not 
apply to shredded WEEE because this is included in Y49 as the third indent. All non 
hazardous WEEE, including components, shredded WEEE and WEEE-derived 
material is classified as Y49 and can be shipped to the OECD and non-OECD under 
notification controls.

Estonia

Finland 90 % 
Flanders - Belgium at least 90%
Iceland No specific value No
Ireland We have no threshold specified
Kosovo B1010 be mixed under Annex IIIA yes, if metals only and non hazardous.
Latvia no criteria has been established, case-by-case no criteria has been established, case-by-case
Luxembourg not defined
Malta Not specified however contamination has to be very low or completely absent. N/A
Netherlands minimum 90% Check always reply third country to the EC (Regulation) 
Norway Not yet confirmed
Poland 100% of metalowe mentioned in definitione of B1010

Romania

Minimum 90% metal content and visibly free of contaminants (e.g., oil, plastic, 
printed circuit boards, insulated wires). We follow OECD and EU Regulation (EC) No 
1013/2006.

Metal mixtures can be exported under B1010 or Annex IIIA if they are non-
hazardous, well sorted, and contain at least 90% metal. Depending on the 
destination, either notification or simplified procedure applies.

Scotland (United Kingdom)
We don't use contamination limits. Metal would have to be 'almost free from 
contamination'. We would consider 10% to be a very high level of contamination.

Slovenia We have no threshold specified
Switzerland without loose organics parts and without insulated cable and WEEE 



Outcomes

• Countries differ in classification codes (Y49, B1010), shredding 
requirements, and metal content thresholds. 

• Electric motors and compressors are more commonly classified under 
Y49/GC010. 

• Compressors require treatment – oil removal to meet export criteria.

• Some countries require shredding of electric motors and compressors 
to allow export as B1010 mixture.

• National Guidance Availability only in some countries (Austria, UK, 
Belgium, Ireland, Netherlands, Norway), some others are preparing

Waste & TFS Expert Team



Thank you!

E-mail: huib.van.westen@ilent.nl

info@impel.eu

Website: www.impel.eu 

mailto:huib.van.westen@ilent.nl
mailto:info@impel.eu
http://www.impel.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/IMPELNetwork/
https://twitter.com/IMPELnetwork
http://www.linkedin.com/company/impel-network/
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