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MALAYSIA AS A PARTY TO BASEL CONVENTION
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Perjanjian
Basel Convention On The Control Of Transboundary Movements Of 
Hazardous Waste And Their Disposal 

An international agreement establishing obligations to control the 
transboundary movement and disposal of hazardous waste

Adoption Date – March 22, 1989 

Effective Date – May 5, 1992

191 members (as of 10 October 2024)

Malaysia – became party on 8 October 1993

Department of Environment, Malaysia – National Focal Point

   Competent Authority (SW), Interim Competent Authority (Plastic Waste)
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DOMESTIC LEGISLATION

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 1974

Section 18, Environmental Quality Act 1974

Section 34B, Environmental Quality Act 1974

Environmental Quality (Scheduled Wastes) Regulations 2005

Customs (Prohibition on 
Import) Order 2023

Import Customs (Prohibition on 
Exports) Order 2023

Export

Environmental Quality (Scheduled Wastes) Regulations 1989



DEFINITION OF E-WASTE
• E-Waste - electrical and electronic equipment that has expired, can no longer be used and 

must be disposed off in an Environmentally Sound Management (ESM) manner

Source of E-Waste

Industrial 
Sector

Household 
Sector

i. The first source is e-waste generated from 
industrial processes and regulated by the 
Department of Environment (DOE) through the 
Environmental Quality (Scheduled Wastes) 
Regulations 2005, under the Environmental Quality 
Act 1974, from the time it is produced until it is 
disposed off

ii. The second source is e-waste generated by 
consumers. The management and handling of 
consumer E-Waste are currently being actively 
promoted and implemented through the e-

 waste management mechanisms developed 
by the Department of Environment

• E-Waste is generated from two sources:



E-WASTE FROM INDUSTRIAL SECTOR

• Waste from electrical and electronic assemblies
• Classified as Code SW 110
• First Schedule, Environmental Quality (Scheduled 

Waste) Regulations 2005, 
    Environmental Quality Act 1974

• E-Waste are recovered through the Cradle to Cradle 
concept 

• Able to recover high-value metals and other end 
products such as:

✓ Precious metals such as gold and silver
✓ Ferrous metals such as iron
✓ Non-ferrous metals such as aluminium and 

copper
✓ Plastic
✓ Ceramics

• E-Waste sent to 156 off-site recovery 
facilities
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WASTE MANAGEMENT HIERARCHY



E-WASTE FROM INDUSTRIAL SECTOR

E-Waste 
from 

Industrial 
Sector

Rejected 

Components

Crushed Printed 

Circuit Board

Lead Frame

Integrated Circuit 

Chip

• The recovery activities for the 
waste from electrical and 
electronic assemblies are 
initiatives under the concept of 

'Circular Economy' to 
minimise the generation of 
hazardous waste

• An avenue for the generation 
of  income for industries and 
the country



LINEAR ECONOMY TO CIRCULAR ECONOMY (“CE”)

LINEAR 
ECONOMY

CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY

Wasteful 
& 

Inefficient

Restorative, resilient, 
sustainable & 

resource efficiency

Circular Economy

• The value of products, materials 
and resources is maintained in the 
economy for as long as possible.

• Minimizing the consumption of 
natural resources.

• Resources available is using in 
cascading system.

• Reduces waste generation.

• The waste of one products 
become the input to create a new 
cash flow.

• Adoption of more environmentally 
friendly business methods such as 
recycling and recovery to obtain 
materials with a lower cost.
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Study under the 12th Malaysia Plan: Circular Economy for Scheduled Wastes



“CRADLE-TO-CRADLE” CONCEPT
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PARTIAL RECOVERY
FACILITIES

FULL RECOVERY 
FACILITIES

TOTAL

111

45

156

E-WASTE RECOVERY FACILITIES LICENSED UNDER 
SECTION 18 OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 1974

5 0110MT

W.P.Kuala Lumpur

2 0110MT

Perlis

19 83537 MT

Selangor

8555 MT

7 3500 MT

Perak

6229.32 
MT

20 112814 MT

Pulau Pinang

15710 MT

9 5579.42 
MT

Kedah

2740 MT

0 0

W.P. Putrajaya

6 2719 MT

Negeri Sembilan

1000 MT

7 6500 MT

Melaka

4589 MT

25 107879 MT

Johor

7150 MT

0 0

Pahang

3 032.5 MT

Terengganu

3 01227.5 MT

Kelantan

5 0452 MT

Sarawak

5 089 MT

Sabah

0 0

W.P.Labuan



STATISTICS & TREND: CONSENT FOR IMPORTATION OF 
SCHEDULED WASTE YEAR 2022 - SEPTEMBER 2024
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Exporting Countries
• Singapore
• Brunei
• Indonesia

Article 6: Transboundary Movement between Parties



STATISTICS & TREND: CONSENT FOR NOTIFICATION FOR 
EXPORTATION OF SCHEDULED WASTE  YEAR 2022 - SEPTEMBER 2024
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STATISTICS & TREND: CONSENT FOR TRANSIT AND TRANSSHIPMENT 
OF SCHEDULED WASTE  JANUARY 2024 - SEPTEMBER 2024

Exporting Countries
• South Korea
• Philippines
• Indonesia
• India
• Japan
• Philippines
• Singapore
• United States of 

America
• Bulgaria
• Belgium

Article 6: Transboundary Movement between Parties



PLASTIC WASTES
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WHAT TYPES OF PLASTIC ARE CONTROLLED 

UNDER THE BASEL CONVENTION?

EFFECTIVE FROM JANUARY 1, 2021

CODE 
Y48

CODE 
A3210

CODE
B3011

Plastic waste that is 
not contaminated 
with other waste 
and is not mixed 
with other plastics 
for the purpose of 
recycling

Plastic waste that is 
not contaminated 
with other hazardous 
waste and can be 
mixed with other 
plastic waste to be 
recycled

Plastic waste that is 
contaminated with 
hazardous waste such 
as plastic containers 
that were once filled 
with pesticides

Subject to PIC 
Procedures

Not allowed 
for Import

Not subject to 
PIC procedures



14

STATISTICS & TREND: CONSENT FOR IMPORTATION OF 
PLASTIC WASTE  (Y48) YEAR 2022 - SEPTEMBER 2024 
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VIOLATION TO BASEL CONVENTION

USA 

Japan 

Taiwan 

Colombia 

Korea 

Australia

Hongkong  

UAE

Spain

Philippines

Indonesia

Nigeria

Panama

Peru   

Thailand

Singapore

ORIGIN COUNTRIES

Completed 

88 have 

been 
returned

Completed 

76 have 

been 
returned Completed

30 have 

been 
returned

38 have 

been 
returned

Remaining 9 
has not been  

returned

85 have been 
returned

Remaining 146 
have not been 
returned

USA 

Philippines

Spain

Korea

Columbia

Japan

Singapore

Hong Kong

RETURNED TO THE 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

ACCORDING TO THE BASEL CONVENTION PROCEDURES

Article 9: Illegal Traffic

Total container held: 472
Year 2020 – August 2024 



GUIDELINES FOR THE TRANSBOUNDARY MOVEMENT OF 
USED ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT (UEEE)
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POLICY ON TRANSBOUNDARY MOVEMENT OF UEEE
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UEEE does not fulfil the definition of SW 110 or not contaminated with any scheduled waste under the provision of 
Environmental Quality (Scheduled Wastes) Regulations, 2005;

Age of equipment and its components must be five (5) years or less from the date of 
manufactured;

The UEEE must be protected appropriately against damage during transport, loading and unloading, 
with a focus on suitable packaging and stacking of the load;

Cooling equipment should not contain any CFCs or HCFCs (banned cooling agent);

Receiving facility must comply with the Environmental Quality Act, 1974 and relevant regulations; and

Importation for the purpose of material recovery and disposal is not allowed.
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DEFINITION FOR THE PURPOSE OF GUIDELINES
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Means using again, by a person other than its previous owner, of computing 
equipment and components that are not waste for the same purpose for which 
they were conceived without the necessity of repair, refurbishment or hardware 
upgrading. 

Direct Reuse 

Means using again, by a person other than its previous owner, of used 
computing equipment or a functional component from used computing 
equipment that is  not waste for the same purpose for which it was conceived, 
possibly after refurbishment, repair or hardware upgrading.

Reuse

Means fixing specified fault in computing equipment and/or replacing defective 
components of computing equipment to bring the computing equipment into a 
fully functional condition.

Repair 

Means modification of used computing equipment to increase its performance 
and functionality or to meet applicable technical standards or regulatory 
requirements, including through such activities as cleaning, data sanitization and 
software upgrading.

Refurbishment



AMENDMENTS TO THE BASEL CONVENTION REGARDING E-WASTE
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• COPs-15 Basel Convention (June 2022) – Adopted amendments to Annex 
II, VIII and IX to the Basel Convention

• The objective is to expand the control of the Transboundary Movement of 
E-Waste and make all electrical and electronic waste subject to the Prior 
Informed Consent (PIC) procedure

• Effective on 1 January 2025
• Malaysia is in the midst of reviewing this amendments
• Continues consultation with the related stake holders is being made

Annex Basel Code Status

II Y49 (Non-Hazardous E-Waste) Ongoing study & consultation

VIII A1181 (Hazardous E-Waste) Ongoing study & consultation

IX B1110,  B4030 Previous Basel Code
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Estimation of E-Waste (Equipment) Generation 
in Malaysia

- Study by JICA Expert Team

CURRENT ISSUES OF E-WASTE (HOUSEHOLD)
• One of the waste that is increasing 

globally
• Contains various toxic and dangerous 

substances that need to be handled in 
accordance with Environmental Sound 
Management (ESM)

• Potential risk to human health and 
impact to the environment

• Contains valuable materials that can be 
recovered and used through the 
concept of Circular Economy

Toxic
Substances

Precious
Materials

Without the ESM, it is possible for the E-Waste 
to end up in the informal sector

Mercury

Cadmium

Lead

Arsenic

Gold

Plastic

Silver

Platinum

Metal



EXISTING SCENARIO FOR E-WASTE (HOUSEHOLD)

• Most of the E-Waste (Household) that are large and bulky, ends up in the 
informal sector

• Existing E-Waste recovery facilities are designed to recycle E-Waste from 
industries and are not capable to recycle E-Waste (Household) from 
households in accordance to ESM



• Provides information on the 
dismantling process and 
components of hazardous 
substances in E-Waste

COLLECTION CENTRES

RECOVERY FACILITIES

WASTE GENERATOR/ 
CONSUMER
• Disposal of E-Waste to registered 

collection centres and licensed 
recovery facilities only

PRODUCER AND 
IMPORTER

• Collection centres which consists of local 
authorities, retailers, shopping malls, industries 
and NGOs

• Registered with DOE
• Meets collection and storage requirements
• Record and report the amount of E-Waste that has 

been collected
• Send E-Waste to licensed recovery facilities only

EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY (EPR): 

E-WASTE (HOUSEHOLD)

• Managing and Recovering 
E-Waste in accordance to 
ESM

• Record and report the 
number of E-Waste 
received and recovered



E-WASTE (HOUSEHOLD)

Television

Air Conditioner

Refrigerator

Washing Machine

Mobile Phone

Computer

6 ITEMS



CURRENT STATUS ON E-WASTE (HOUSEHOLD) MANAGEMENT

•Draft regulations for E-Waste (Household) is in the pipeline 

   towards gazettement

•Development of related guidelines:

1) Draft Guidelines on the Collection, Storage, Handling and 
Transportation

2) Draft Guidelines on Recycling

3) Draft Guidelines on Fee and Subsidy

4) Draft Guidelines on Reporting



E-WASTE (HOUSEHOLD) COLLECTION CENTRES IN MALAYSIA
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Total E-Waste 
Collected in 
Year 2023

       2,528 MT

NGOIndustry

Local Authority Retailer

14 11

6340

Total Collection 
Centres
(Latest)

128

7

0

63
29
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3
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2
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E-WASTE (HOUSEHOLD) COLLECTION CENTRES

- REGISTERED LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Total PBT
In Malaysia

151

1. Majlis Perbandaran 

Manjung

Majlis Bandaraya Ipoh 

2. Zon Gopeng

3. Zon Tambun

4. Zon Ipoh Timur

5. Zon Ipoh Barat

6. Zon Batu Gajah

PERAK

TERENGGANU

7. Majlis Perbandaran 

Kemaman

8. Majlis Daerah 

Beluran

9. Majlis Daerah  

Beaufort 

10. Lembaga   

Bandaran Kudat 

SABAH

11. Majlis Daerah 

Keningau

12. Majlis Daerah  

Sipitang 

13. Dewan Bandaraya 

Kota Kinabalu

14. Majlis Daerah   

Papar

SABAH

Total PBT
registered

14
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E-WASTE FACILITIES PARTICIPATING IN THE 

HOUSEHOLD SECTOR INITIATIVE IN MALAYSIA

0

Partial 
Recovery

51

Full
Recovery

13

TOTAL 64



Starting January 2021, 
Ministry has designated 

The last Saturday of 
every month as E-Waste 
(Equipment) collection 

day

Development of a website 
containing information 

related to Management of E-
Waste (Equipment)

https://ewaste.doe.gov.my/

Development of Mobile 
Application for the public to 

get information on the 
registered collection 

centres

MyEwaste Apps 
(Mobile Phone)

AWARENESS PROGRAMMES ON E-WASTE

 - OUTREACH



Drive-Thrus

COLLABORATION ON E-WASTE AWARENESS PROGRAMMES

To spread awareness about e-
waste management in an 
Environmentally Sound 

Management (ESM) manner

Increase public awareness on                   
E-Waste management

To gather public feedback on the concept 
of Extended Producer Responsibility 
(EPR) and government-developed E-

Waste management mechanisms

To encourage eco-friendly E-Waste 
collection activities



JOM E-WASTE

In commemorating The International 
E-Waste Day, held annually on 14 

October since 2018, initiated by the 
Waste from Electrical and Electronic 

Equipment (WEEE) Forum



JOM E-WASTE 2022 CARNIVAL



JOM E-WASTE 2023 CARNIVAL



JOM E-WASTE 2024 CARNIVAL







THANK YOU

Environment, a Shared Responsibility
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