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EU Legislation concerning waste 
exports

5 december 2018

• Basel Convention integrated in the EU Waste Shipment Regulation
(WSR 1013/2006)

• Different procedures for waste shipments which are shipped for 
disposal or for recycling

• Different procedures for hazardous and non-hazardous waste



EU Legislation concerning waste 
exports (2)
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• Export ban for waste shipped for disposal, for hazardous
waste and for household waste to non- OECD countries

• For non hazardous waste the EU sent out a request to non-
OECD countries

• Answers (or not): exportban, written prior consent, no 
restrictions



Waste destinations
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Illegal transports to Asia discovered 
in EU

• General
• Contaminated waste
• (Hidden) hazardous waste

• False end destination
• Destination changed during shipment (OECD- non OECD) or 

waste 
• Recycling facility in office building
• Destination not licensed, does not exist, is not operational

December 5, 2018



Declared waste paper
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Declared as plastic waste
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(Hidden) hazardous waste

5 december 2018



Doubtful destinations
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Recycling facilities???
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China’s stricter policy on waste
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Which recent changes did we see?

• In 2016 China imported 56% of the global solid waste. (7.3 million 
tons)

• Since 2013 China started several Initiatives and Operations 
specifically on waste imports and waste treatment:

• Demeter III and Demeter IV, Green Fence, National Sword and 
Operation Blue Sky

• Since January 2018 a stricter policy on 24 Solid waste streams



Consequences

• Chinese businessmen are investing in facilities abroad

• More pollution created by these activities in other Asian countries

• Thousands of abandoned containers in Vietnam, Indonesia and 
Malaysia 

• Stricter control and policy in other countries such as Hong-Kong, India, 
Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam 

• The international waste shipment ‘landscape’ has rapidly changed and 
is still changing…



What we see in the field…..
in Europe

• Not enough recycle facilities in Europe
• A lot of waste being stored (legal and illegal)
• Lots of fires at (illegal) waste sites (Poland)
• More incineration and landfilling
• Recycling targets are not met
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Send your plastic waste elsewhere

Wednesday, October 17th, 2018 at , News
By P PREM KUMAR & ALIFAH ZAINUDDIN / Pic By MUHD AMIN NAHARUL
Malaysia will ban the imports of non-recyclable plastic as the government 
seeks to stop the country from being the dumping ground 
of environmentally damaging material originating from developed nations.
Energy, Science, Technology, Environment and Climate Change (MESTECC) 
Minister Yeo Bee Yin (picture) said i
mports of HS Code 3915 plastic waste has been banned, while the issuance of 
licences to set up plastic waste recycling factories in Malaysia has also been 
suspended.

https://themalaysianreserve.com/category/news/
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CHINA’s WASTE BAN IS 
CAUSING A TRASH CRISIS 
IN THE U.S. (HBO)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NK20t11He14&feature=youtu.be&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NK20t11He14&feature=youtu.be&app=desktop


These changes also offers opportunities

• To improve the quality of collected waste

• To improve the quality of waste which is being exported

• THE opportunity to invest in recycling facilities in ‘source countries’ and 
giving a boost to the circular economy

• Start with new technologies like chemical recycling (turning plastic into 
fuel)

• Change of behavior…..



Dutch export figures 2016-2018 plastic waste



Statistics:
Dutch export figures plastic waste 2015-2018

PARTNER/PERIOD 1ekwartaal2018 4ekwartaal2017 3ekwartaal2017 2ekwartaal2017 1ekwartaal2017

CHINA 373 2.401 14.599 22.452 30.350

HONG KONG 702 2.062 2.808 4.042 10.151

TURKEY 7.440 2.994 991 528 645

INDIA 5.905 1.805 2.280 2.805 3.440

VIETNAM 5.139 3.942 2.407 1.816 1.289

MALAYSIA 3.586 2.060 356 307 242

INDONESIA 1.171 803 189 396 14

CYPRUS 1.167 34 35 32 36

POLAND 981 1.615 1.324 1.568 1.235

TAIWAN 810 806 1.187 61 231

PAKISTAN 455 663 456 291 159

UNITED STATES 270 10 125 51 402

ROMANIA 231 327 827 854 369

BULGARIA 177 149 114 85 60

HUNGARY 152 138 140 120 93

TH - THAILAND 54 289 0 0 0



Main export countries

Top 10 niet Europese landen



Northern Ireland export figures 2016-2018 plastic waste

Country Q2 2017 Q3 2017 Q4 2017 Q1 2018 Q2 2018 Q3 2018

Belgium 288 95 154 327 466 385

China 283 148 23 71

France 228

Germany 167 142 82 25 252 308

India 58 59 22

Indonesia 156

Italy 18

Latvia 22

Lithuania 17 89

Malaysia 248 379 625 124 166 89

Pakistan 98 248 166 193 196 179

Poland 471 614 1,155 950 865 1,213

Portugal 24

Rep of Ireland 2,127 1,903 3,007 2,361 2,467 1,861

South Korea 47

Spain 32 42 39 65 803 3,052

Taiwan 129 124

Thailand 274

The Netherlands 978 431 297 560 518 139

Turkey 3,410 2,830 3,283 3,246 162 13

Vietnam 54 236 115 101



Main Export Countries
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International cooperation

Could we  find a route to getting details of legal
facilities for plastic from your country on a list and
details of those to contact to annually review?



Thank you!

Email: info@impel.eu

Website: www.impel.eu

mailto:info@impel.eu
http://www.impel.eu/

