
INTERPOL’s Activities on 
Combating Environmental Crime

Ray Chan
Regional Specialized Officer

INTERPOL Liaison Office Bangkok



INTERPOL’s Environmental 
Crime Programme 

INTERPOL’s Core Functions

Ecomessages

Our Recent Operations

E-waste Report 



Mission 

To assist our member countries in the effective 
enforcement of national and international laws.  



Strategic Goals

Goal 1: Enhance and develop the capacity and co-operation of 
member countries

Goal 2: Encourage and assist information exchange

Goal 3: Provide operational support to member countries

Goal 4: Encourage skills exchange



INTERPOL’s current worldwide activities are 
based around the following four core functions:

• Secure Global Police Communication Services

• Operational Databases

• Operational Support Services

• Police Training and Development

INTERPOL’s Core Functions



Intelligence Data Reporting System

Illegal international transport and dumping of waste materials

Illegal international transport and dumping of radioactive materials

Illegal international trade in flora and fauna

Ecomessages database maintenance 

Direct access to database via INTERPOL’s I-24/7



Our Recent OperationsOur Recent Operations



OperationOperation OxossiOxossi
2008 2008 --20092009

Assisted the Brazilian Federal 
Police with their largest 
operation against wildlife crime 
in a decade



OperationOperation OxossiOxossi ResultsResults

102 Arrest warrants issued
- 70 Arrests made on the 
Operation’s first day

140 Search warrants issued
- 3,500 wildlife specimen’s 
recovered on the Operation’s 
first day

6 INTERPOL Red Notices issued
- 3 Internationally wanted 
persons arrested to date



Operation Baba
2008

The largest international 
operation against wildlife 
crime ever conducted in 
Africa



Operation Baba Results

- Led to the arrest of almost 60 people 
and the seizure of one ton of illegal 
elephant ivory



Operation Baba Results

- Led to the arrest of almost 60 people 
and the seizure of one ton of illegal 
elephant ivory



Hazardous Waste Operation in 
North America

(Sep 23 – 24 2009)

- Involved INTERPOL, New York and 
Canadian environmental officials

- Inspected 350 trucks over two days

- Identified 140 violations and 
launched 8 investigations

- INTERPOL provided secure police 
communication channels, access to 
databases and analytical support. 



E-Waste Report



Background

• INTERPOL Pollution Crime Working Group 
undertook a project to identify linkages between 
organized crime and pollution crime in 2006 

• Established linkages between organized crime 
and pollution crime 

• Phase 2 of the project was to focus on the trade 
and export of e-waste to developing countries

• Research conducted by Bureau Veritas in UK 
and Michigan State University in USA in 2007



Findings
• ? millions tonnes 

generated globally per 
year

• 4 to 8 million tonnes in 
Europe per year

• 7 million tonnes in US 
per year

• Significant amounts are 
hazardous (Cathode
Ray Tubes CRTs)

• Most goes to Africa and 
Asia

• Much may actually be 
waste -75% not working



Findings
• A large and growing 

market
• Brokers/groups/networks 

involved
• Shipments frequently

mis-described to conceal 
identity

• Opportunities and 
incentives to take E 
waste out of the legal 
waste chain
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LEAKAGE AND ILLEGAL EXPORTS
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Organised Crime Involvement

• Illegal sites 
• Site operators deal with 

waste tourists
• Waste brokers thru internet
• Waste is taken out of legal 

waste chain
• Sent for export 
• Africa and Asia main 

destinations



Impacts - Destinations
• Air pollution
• Surface water pollution
• Ground water pollution
• Contaminated land
• Environmental 

degradation
• Health problems



Impacts - Sources
• Loss of confidential 

information
• Medical details
• Financial details
• Identity theft



Offences

• Handling waste without appropriate permits
• Mis-declaration/fraudulent declaration of exports
• Mis-description of goods for sale
• Theft
• Conspiracy
• Money laundering



Summary – E waste

• Growing amounts of E waste
• Costly to treat and recycle in developed countries
• Accumulated at illegal sites 
• Taken out of legal waste chain
• Sold to be crudely recycled in Africa and Asia
• Drivers appear to be opportunity, finance and 

demand for metals on world market



Don’t Let Your Planet Become A Crime Scene

r.chan@interpol.int 
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