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Research Advocacy 

Education &  
Awareness 

We are an independent and 
advocacy NGO dedicated 

ourselves to conservation of 
ecosystem and biological diversity 

around 60 years. 

The Nature Conservation Society of 
Japan (NACS-J) 



Coverage of PAs in Japan & the 
World 

From World Database on Protected Areas (2010) 
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Have Japan already achieved 17% of Aichi target   

16.3% 



Overview for various types of Japan 
PAs 

How many percentage of total area 
of JP is covered by overall JP 
PAs? 

How many gaps do exist between 
PAs and important natural area. 

Introduction 
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Japan is a Biodiversity hotspot in 
the world 

Vegetation type 

Location  

of Japan 

Coniferous trees 
Deciduous trees 
Evergreen trees 
Evergreen trees 
Evergreen trees 

Upper montane forest 

Lower montane forest 

Lowland forest 

Cool temperate forest 

Cold temperate forest 

Mt.Everest 

Tropical zonation type Temperate zonation type 

Latitude (N°) 

Japan Biodiversity  
Hotspot by CI 

Tropical Temperate 

Figure from Ohsawa (1991) 
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Various type of Japan PAs 
concerning to the habitats 

Prefecture MOE FA 

MOE 
FA 

MOE 
MOE 

MOE 

Prefecture FiA MOE 

Prefecture 

Prefecture 

MOE 

MOE 

ACA 

Muricipality 

Prefecture 
FA 

Prefecture/Muricipality 

MOE: Ministry of Environment, FoA: Forest Agency,   
ACA: Agency for Cultural Affairs, FiA: Agency for Fisherie  



Legal System for Japan PAs 

Legal based PAs are designated with the purpose of  protection,  the  
Domestic laws concerning PAs are equally dependently functional.   

① ② ③ ④ 
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⑦ ⑧ ⑨ 

FA 

FiA 

MOE ACA MOE 

MLIT MLIT 

MOE MOE 
Pref 

Pref 

MEXT 

MOE 
MLIT: Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism 
MEXT: Ministry of Education, Culture Sports, Science and Technology 

etc 



Land categories of Natural Parks 

★ 

★ 

Land categories are established in accordance with the strictness 
of the protection regulation as in case of  Natural Parks and 
Forestry Ecosystem PAs etc. 



① Natural Parks 

・Natural Parks Law 
・Ministry of Environment 

Natural Park 
Quasi-National Park 
Prefectural National Park 



② Forest Reserve System 

・Act Concerning 
Utilization of National 
Forest Land  
・Forest Agency 

National Forest 
Forest Ecosystem Conservation Area 



③ Nature Conservation Areas 

Nature Conservation Law 
Ministry of Environment 

Wildness Area 
Nature Conservation Area 
Prefectural Nature Conservation Area 



④ Wildlife Protection Areas 

・Wildlife Protection and 
Hunting Law 
・Ministry of Environment 

National Wildlife Protection Area 
Special Protection Zone 

Prefectural Wildlife Protection Area 
Special Protection Zone 



⑤ Natural Habitat Conservation Areas 

・Law for the 
Conservation of 
Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora 
・Ministry of Environment 



⑥ Natural Monument Sanctuaries 

・Act on Protection of 
Cultural Properties 
・Agency for Cultural 
Affaires 



⑦～⑨ International PAs 

・World Natural Heritage 
& Ramsar site 
Ministry of Environment 
・Biosphere Reserve 
Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science 
and Technology 

World Natural Heritage 
Biosphere Reserve 
Ramsar site 



  

Total area of Japan PAs (9 PAs) is 19.3%,  
however strictly protected areas is only 3.6%.  

16.3% of WDPA is probably sum of NP, NC, NWP, and NHCA under 
jurisdiction of MOE (16.0%).  



Mismatch between PAs and  
huge development  ① 

② ③ 

①Linear bullet train  
& Minami Alps NP and Biosphere Reserve (Pending) 

②Huge seawalls and road & Sanriku Fukko NP 

③Bullet train & Ramsar site 



Marine PAs in Japan  

ca. 8.3% 0.428% (0.016%) 

If you interested in MPA issues, join the side event by NACS-  

(Extract ordinary zone of NP) 

Designated sea areas & Development zones for coastal marine resources are 
limited to conserve biodiversity for only several species.  



Gap analysis between PAs and  
RDB Plant communities  

26.2% of RDB plant 
communities is not 
covered by PAs. 
4,211 plant communities  
listed to use gap analysis. 

Plant community RDB was published in 1996 by NACS-J & WWF-J.  

Plant communities 
listed in Plant 
community RDB 



Gap analysis between Natural Parks 
and RDB Plant communities 

Assessment of the need for and 
urgency of protection measures 
for RDB plant communities 
outside natural parks. 

60.57% 

Natural Park 
Quasi-National Park 
Prefectural National Park 



RDB Plant communities within and 
outside Natural Parks 

50% 100% 0% 

17 RDB plant 
communities per 31 
plant communities 
which the area within 
NP is less than 50% 
 (54.8%) are near 
water 



Geographical distribution of Natural 
Parks by Elevation 
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NP & QNP Many Natural 

Parks are 
located in 
higher altitude 
areas 
throughout 
Japan. 
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Distribution of NP by 10m each elevation (%) 



Assessment of IUCN Protected Area 
Management Categories  

New categories 
based on assessment 
of IUCN protected 
area management 
categories and 
naturalness of 
Japanese national 
parks. 



  Information about GIS data for overall Japan PAs 
should be developed to conduct scientific and 
sociological evaluation of PAs. 

  We should be re-evaluate overall PAs, especially for 
strictly protected area,  gaps concerning important 
natural area,  and IUCN PA management categories. 

 Comparison of17% of terrestrial & 10% of marine PAs of 
Aichi target only should be done to connect national and 
international PAs after overall each PA were evaluated 
by using the IUCN management categories and the 
effectiveness of PA.  

    

Challenges connecting Japan and 
Asian PAs to conserve biodiversity 


