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History 
• 8th Cty    Founded by Buddhist priest Taicho, 

                   according to legend 

• 9th C    Opening of 3 worshipping trails  

followed by the establishment of many inns and 

temples which flanked the trails.  

• 1868 Separation of shrines and temples  

• 20th C   Developed sites for modern mountain- 

                     climbing and recreation  

• 1962  Designated as Hakusan National Park 

• 1982  Designated a MAB Biosphere Reserve 



Shirayama-Hime Shrine 

Three trails for mountain-climbing worshippers opened 
in 9th century 



Hakusan Shrine 
 at Heisenji Temple 

 
Nagataki Hakusan Shrine  



 

2. Sacred Natural Site 



Sunrise at top of  
the mountaim 



Prayers to HAKUSAN  
at  foot of the mountain 



 

3. The modern significance of 
HAKUSA National Park  



Ecosystem Services  

from HAKUSAN 

• Biodiversity  

• Food  

• Water  

• Hydropower  

• Hot spring  

 

Cultural, intellectual                                              
and spiritual                                              
inspirations etc.                   



Blessed with abundant 
alpine flora 



 



Hakusan Murodo          since 9 centry 

2400ｍ 



4. The Basic Concept of Managing 
 Nature of HAKUSAN 



HAKUSAN National Park     49,900ha 

Biosphere Reserve (UNESCO-MAB）＝EcoPark 

Strict Protect znoe  17800ha 

Mt.Hakusan 



35900 ha 

Natioal HAKUSAN Wildlife Sanctuary 



Japanese Serow 
(Capricornis crispus) 

HAKUSAN Japanese Serow Protected Area 



•HAKUSA Forest Ecosystem Protected Area 

 1990           148 k㎡  (Core Area 60 k㎡ ） 



Established in 2011   (Japanese Geopark) 
 
Theme 
 “Water nurtures life – on the way through  
  the mountains, rivers, and sea. 

Hakusan Volcano 

HAKUSAN TEDORIGAWA Geopark 



Various Protected Areas in HAKUSAN 
• HAKUSAN National Park 

     1962     477 k㎡  (Core Area   178 k㎡ ） 

• HAKUSAN Wildlife Sanctuary    

             1969          359 k㎡ 

• Mt. HAKUSAN Biosphere Reserve (UNESCO-MAB） 

     1980          480 k㎡   (Core Area 180 k㎡ ） 

• HAKUSAN Japanese Serow Protected Area 

     1982          356 k㎡ 

• HAKUSAN Forest Ecosystem Protected Area 

     1990          148 k㎡  (Core Area 60 k㎡ ）  

• HAKUSAN TEDORIGAWA Geopark 

     2011     755 k㎡ (Same Area of National Park)  



CHUGU Visitor Center 

Hakusan Nature Conservation Center 

BUNAOYAMA Animal Observatory 



Pan-Hakusan Protection, Use 
and Management Association 

Hakusan Tourism Association 



Managing HAKUSAN 

• Balancing religious consciousness and nature 
preservation ideology 

• Eternally sharing HAKUSAN’s natural blessings 
among local residents and the national public 

• Including the historical knowledge and local 
culture into national park management  

• Establishing ecotourism and appropriate 
guidance 

• Sharing the burden among the administration, 
local community and users. 

 



Thank you very much. 


