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This Historic Juncture
by Minister Hiroshi Ohki

Global warming poses one of humankinds most serious threats.
According to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), the final objective of the treaty is the
“stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a

level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system.” It is
at this historic juncture that Japan will host the third session of the Conference of the Parties
(COP3) to the UNFCCC, taking the first step along a very long and arduous pathway. This
conference is the result of the “Berlin Mandate” produced in 1995 by the meeting of the first
Conference of the Parties. It is a meeting destined to have an extremely significant influence
on the future of our globe. 
Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto spoke at the United Nations General Assembly Special
Session (UNGASS) last June, pointing out that at a minimum, atmospheric concentrations of
CO2 must be lowered by the year 2100 to the level roughly double prior to the industrial
revolution; to do this, per capita CO2 emissions must be less than one ton per year. Current
figures place that figure at approximately 3.6 tons per person in developed countries—the
very countries which should take the lead in preserving our planet. Economical growth with
reduction of emissions from current energy sources is a difficult task requiring a unified 

Strategies and Actions to Combat Global Warming 
The Japan Environment Agency (EA) is committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
Working in concert with other Japanese Government agencies and
supporting the Framework Convention on Climate Change, the EA plays a leading role in
encouraging Japan’s citizen participation in the Conference of the Parties (COP3), popularly
known as the Kyoto Conference. 
In recent years, Japan’s energy use has increased in the household and transportation sectors,
while net industry energy use is essentially unchanged from 1973 despite significant growth in
Japan’s economy. The primary EA strategy to combat global warming therefore focuses on
developing an environmentally-friendly lifestyle, using well-funded citizen education
campaigns, and green-purchasing programs. 
In preparation for the Kyoto Conference, the EA has been using the heightened press
coverage to launch several climate change related public awareness campaigns. Buoyed by
strong citizen interest, the EA together with local governments, universities and private 
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community of nations with utmost effort by every country. 
We will require a series of new and effective social and
technological breakthroughs. Japan has been
implementing programs that raise citizen awareness of
global warming and helping households find ways to
save energy in daily life. 
At the corporate level, I have confidence that safer and
more efficient ways of producing and using energy will
be invented. To encourage changes at the individual and
corporate levels, governments will have to consider a
whole array of policies and new financial incentives.
Environmentally-friendly energy options will also have
to become available for developing countries, otherwise
the CO2 savings of developed countries will be
exhausted by expanding energy consumption of
developing economies. It is for this reason that Japan
advocated a new Green Initiative at the June Special
Session of the United Nations. Under this program
Green Technology and Green Aid will be extended to
the countries that need them most. 
Before we can go further, we must reach a meaningful,
realistic and equitable agreement at the Kyoto
Conference. The agenda is clear. We must agree on
quantified reduction targets. In addition, we must
consider policy measures that may be employed in
achieving these reduction targets. We must also address
the future participation of developing countries in the
effort to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
The path that we must take to prevent global warming
is a long and difficult one. As we prepare to take the
first historical step at the Kyoto Conference, we are
moved by the seriousness of the problem before us. We
must strive to reach common ground, working hand-in-
hand as part of the larger community of humankind. 
On behalf of the host country, I promise to give every

effort so that we may reach our goals. Let us shape an
agreement which bequeaths a beautiful and bountiful
planet to our children and all generations to follow.

Hiroshi Ohki was appointed Minister of State, Director
General of the Environment Agency in September of this year
by Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto. Minister
Ohki was first elected to the Upper House of the Japanese Diet
in 1980, and has served as Parliamentary Vice-Minister for the
Ministry of International Trade and Industry and Chair of the
Committee on Commerce and Industry. Minister Ohki joined
the Diet after a long and distinguished Foreign Service career,
with senior postings including Geneva and the United States.

research organizations, has jointly
sponsored well attended regional
seminars aimed at educating the
public about the issues surrounding
global warming. 
Citizens in Japan want to be part of
a global solution. One of the high-
profile EA-sponsored public-
awareness programs leading up to
the Kyoto Conference is a national
pledge campaign. Known as “Eco-
Life,” the campaign is encouraging
one million people to dedicate

themselves to reducing greenhouse
gas emissions by changing common
lifestyle decisions. 
In a related pilot project directed by
the EA, local government and
citizens in the Setagaya Ward of
Tokyo are demonstrating how daily
lifestyle decisions can help stop
global warming. This
program is being
undertaken during the
month of November, and
the results will form the
basis of national efforts
to encourage household
level decisions that reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. 
Supporting
environmentally-friendly
lifestyle activities are the
EA’s green purchasing
programs. Initiated by the

EA, perhaps the best known is the
“Eco-Mark” program, an
environmental labeling program
which screens products against
specific environmental and energy
consumption criteria. Currently,
approximately 2000 products meet
the criteria and proudly display the
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We are on the road to Kyoto!

Green Initiative
The Green Initiative is designed to promote cooper-
ation with developing countries in order to stop
global warming. The program takes a two-pronged
approach:

Green Technology
1. Develop and diffuse energy saving technologies. 
2. Introduction of non-fossil fuel energy such as

nuclear and solar power.
3. Promote action to reforest and conserve forests as

well as agricultural rural development. 
4. Develop innovative environmental and energy

technologies, such as carbon fixation and utilization. 

Green Aid
1. Support action with financial support through

ODA and private-based cooperation. 
2. Offer training and other human resources

development. 
3. Help developing countries integrate environmental

considerations into economic development plans. 
4. Make information available on a wide range of

energy saving technologies. 
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One of the trends of the 1990s in
Japan is the move from centralized
government to a more balanced
sharing of responsibilities between
Tokyo and local governments.
Local governments, using
familiarity with regional and local
concerns and problems, are
expected to create environmental
programs appropriate to local
conditions and needs, and
implement them in cooperation
with the national government,
business and citizens. 
Local government officials are
gaining a greater understanding of
global environmental issues, and
their impact on local communities.
Recently, local governments in
Japan have begun to relate their
environmental programs and
priorities to global environmental
issues. Global warming has
emerged as the single most

important global environmental
issue identified by local
governments, according to this
year’s Japan Environment Agency
survey of local initiatives. Local
initiatives address the everyday
issues of modern life, such as
trash, automobiles and the use of
electricity in the home. 

COMMUNITY LEVEL ACTION WITH
GLOBAL IMPLICATIONS
An example of this sort of activity
is the Hyogo Prefecture ordinance
restricting lengthy idling of vehicle
engines. Taxis and delivery vans
are commonly seen sitting for long
periods of time, all the while
running their engines—often while
the driver takes a nap. Idling was
identified at the local level as
contributing to CO2 emissions,
and the prefectural government
instituted a large fine and clearly

defined it as illegal behavior.
Perhaps most importantly, the
prefecture has funded a carefully
planned public awareness
campaign to change people’s
habits. 
In response to the growing
awareness at the local government
level, the International Council for
Local Environmental Initiatives
(ICLEI) was formed in May 1990
as a deliberative body of local
governments that are tackling the
issue of global environmental
preservation. Participating local
governments in Japan have hosted
ICLEI activities, including a 1995
summit hosted by Japan’s Saitama
Prefecture. Summit participants
approved the “Saitama
Declaration,” urging local
governments to adopt a 20%
reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions from the 1990 level by

Eco-Mark label, helping consumers
include environmental considerations in
their choices. 
Working with citizen groups and non-
profit organizations is also a priority of
the EA. In an exciting, grassroots action
the EA is promoting an NGO effort to
raise public awareness by encouraging
citizens from all over Japan to join in a
direct appeal to the chairman of the
Kyoto Conference. Participants are now
riding their bicycles in a relay throughout
Japan, on their way to Kyoto. In a
historic and compelling symbol of Japan’s
desire for action to stop climate change,
riders will converge on the city on
November 30th, one day before the
opening of the Kyoto Conference. 
For more information from the Japanese
Environment Agency, go to our English
Internet homepage at http://www.eic.or.jp/
eanet/index-e.html

Regional Government Initiatives to Combat Global Warming
Thinking Globally, while Acting Locally

The Eco-life Pledge:
1. I will refuse the bags offered at the cash register and use my own

bags when shopping. 
2. I will separate garbage and recycle everything possible, including

my empty cans, bottles, magazines and newspapers. 
3. I will keep my heater below 20°C in the winter and my cooler

above 28°C in the summer. 
4. I will turn off my florescent lights and pull the plugs on appliances

when not using them. 
5. I will walk or ride my bike when going a short distance for things like

shopping; I will take public transportation when out on the weekend. 
6. I will use as little water as possible when doing things like washing

my face and brushing my teeth. 
7. I will turn the temperature down slightly on my water heater. 
8. I will buy goods that display the Eco-Mark whenever possible. 
9. I will not waste food, and I will try to cook in an eco-friendly

way, conserving energy when possible. 
10. I will use the “Kankyo-Kakebo” (an environmental household

bookkeeping system developed by the EA) to make sure that I am
living an environmentally friendly lifestyle. 

11. I will turn off the engine of my car when waiting for someone or
when picking up or dropping off loads. 

12. I will use the stairs instead of the elevator when going three floors or less. 

(cont’d pg.4, Regional)



the period from 2005 to 2010. 
Local governments, with added
environmental responsibilities and
increased awareness of global
environmental issues, are utilizing
global organizations and
information networks to build
connections throughout the world.
Entering the 21st Century marks
the beginning of a new historical
period. The Environment Agency
welcomes this enhanced
partnership with local
governments in combating global
warming. 
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ECO ASIA ’97 Focuses on COP3

Chairperson’s Summary of the Sixth
Environment Congress for Asia and
the Pacific (ECO ASIA ’97)
8 September 1997, Kobe, Japan

1. The Sixth Environment Congress
for Asia and the Pacific (ECO ASIA
’97) was held in Kobe, Japan from 7
to 8 September 1997. It was hosted
by the Environment Agency of Japan
and Kobe Municipal Government. It
was attended by seven Ministers and
other high level officials in charge of
environment from 19 countries
(Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Canada, China, Fiji, Indonesia,
Japan, Korea, Lao PDR, Malaysia,
Mongolia, Nepal, New Zealand,

Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
United States and Vietnam),
representatives from 11 international
organizations (Asian Development
Bank, UN Department for Economic
and Social Affairs, ESCAP, East West
Center, ITTO, OECD, South Pacific
Regional Environment Programme,
UNCRD, UNEP/IETC, UNEP/ROAP
and UNU), as well as a wide range
of observers from many sectors.
2. The meeting was presided over by
H.E. Mrs. Michiko Ishii, Minister of
State and the Director General of the
Environment Agency of Japan as the
Chairperson, with H.E. Mr. Vilisoni
Cangimaivei, Minister of Urban
Development, Housing and
Environment, Fiji and H.E. 

Mr. Nandimithra Ekanayake,
Minister of Forestry and
Environment, Sri Lanka as the Vice-
Chairpersons.
3. The meeting held the following
five sessions: 
• Towards Realization of Sustainable

Development in Asia and the
Pacific

• Approaches to Sustainable
Development in Asia and the
Pacific—Towards “Earth Summit +
10” Based on the Outcomes of
UNGASS

• A Long-term Perspective on
Environment and Development in
Asia and the Pacific

• Partnership in the Asia-Pacific
Region for Addressing Climate

Local Government—International Action
Though the examples of Japanese local governments actively
pursuing activities overseas are very few, there are some significant
examples. The city of Kita-Kyushu represents an example of this sort
of activity. Kita-Kyushu has had to overcome serious environmental
pollution brought about by rapid economic growth. Now the city is
helping to craft solutions to the environmental problems of
developing countries, using expertise and technologies gained
through its own experiences. 
In 1993, Kita-Kyushu and the Chinese city of Dalian agreed to work
together to create a comprehensive environmental plan for Dalian’s
development. The plan includes the development of environmental
measures and seeks to achieve urban planning that harmonizes
development and environmental preservation. The main contents of
the plan include emergency environmental measures mainly for the
old part of the city, which include measures to counter atmospheric
and water pollution; measures to preserve and protect the natural
ecosystem; and urban development measures, including the
separation of housing and factories. 

Since 1992 ECO ASIA has been an important forum for environment ministers from countries of the

Asia-Pacific region to share views on and seek solutions to environmental issues facing the region.

This year, participants discussed updates of ongoing ECO ASIA activities, and placed the top priority

on climate change issues. The following is the full text of the Chairperson’s Summary, and of a Special

Appeal of the Chairperson of ECO ASIA ’97 for the Success of COP3.
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Change—for the Success of COP3
• Asia-Pacific Regional Partnership

Towards Realization of Sustainable
Development

4. The meeting was inaugurated 
by H.E. Mrs. Ishii and Mr.
Kazutoshi Sasayama, Mayor, 
City of Kobe.

(Towards Realization of Sustainable
Development in Asia and the Pacific) 
5. It was followed by two keynote
speeches of Mrs. Joke Waller-Hunter
(DESA) and Prof. Kazuhiro Ueta
(Graduate School of Kyoto
University). Mrs. Waller-Hunter
discussed the following three
strategies: (i) to increase investment
in people, (ii) to encourage clean and
efficient technologies, and (iii) to
implement pricing reform. She
stressed that the Asia and Pacific
region, unique in having a broad
range of levels of development, has
the opportunity to provide a model
for the world, by demonstrating
regional cooperation. Prof. Ueta
pointed out the economic
advantages of early action to prevent
climate change based on the lessons
learned from the Japanese experience
addressing environmental pollution,
and stressed that the smooth
implementation of environmental
measures is enhanced by a clear
message from government on the
orientation of environmental
policies. 

(Approaches to Sustainable
Development in Asia and the
Pacific—Towards Earth Summit +10
based on the Outcomes of UNGASS) 
6. Panelists discussed what the Asia-
Pacific region should do to further
implement Agenda 21 towards an
Earth Summit +10. They reported on
concrete initiatives in their countries.
With regards to sustainable develop-
ment, the need to respond differently
to the varied situations in each
country in the Asia-Pacific region
was emphasized. Participants
focused the discussion on the climate
change issue, and shared the view on
the importance of the following four
points : (i) the vulnerability of the
Asia-Pacific region to climate
change, (ii) the taking the lead by

developed countries, (iii) the active
participation of developing
countries, and (iv) the further
strengthening of regional
cooperation. 

(A Long-term Perspective on
Environment and Development in
Asia and the Pacific)
7. The progress reports on the ECO
ASIA Long-term Perspective Project
were presented by project resource
persons. The meeting acknowledged
their efforts and encouraged them to
further develop the project with the
cooperation of participating
countries and organizations, and
was informed of plans for the next
International Workshop on the
Project to be held in March 1998.
8. The representative from Indonesia
introduced the ASEAN Ministerial
Meeting on Environment and
ASEAN Cooperation Programme
with Dialogue Partners. The
representatives from China and
Korea, after introducing activities
taken by their own countries,
suggested specific proposals for
regional environmental cooperation
and how they should be expanded in
the region. The representatives from
the international organizations such
as ADB, ESCAP, ITTO and UNEP
introduced their activities on
regional environmental cooperation.

(Partnership in the Asia-Pacific
Region for Addressing Climate
Change—for the Success of COP3)
9. The Vice-chairman of the Ad Hoc
Group on Berlin Mandate
introduced the progress and
prospects of the Berlin Mandate
process. The meeting intensively
discussed the climate change issue in
the Asia-Pacific region. Recognizing
that the region is particularly
vulnerable to impacts of climate
change and that future emissions are
projected to significantly and rapidly
increase in the region, it was agreed
that climate protection should
receive a high priority, particularly
in this region. It also discussed
various measures to promote
regional cooperation and partnership
in the Asia-Pacific region.
10. Considering the importance of

COP3 for future climate protection,
the chairperson of the meeting
prepared the “Special Appeal of
Chairperson of ECO ASIA ’97 for
the Success of COP3” to reflect
views expressed during discussions at
ECO ASIA, on the personal
responsibility of the Chairperson.
Some participants informed the
meeting that they were not
authorized to make formal state-
ments on the position of their
countries. The Special Appeal is
attached to this summary.

(Asia-Pacific Regional Partnership
Towards the Realization of
Sustainable Development)
11. Progress made since the last
meeting on the Acid Deposition
Monitoring Network in East Asia,
Institute for Global Environmental
Strategies (IGES), Environmental
Information Network for Asia and
the Pacific (ECO ASIA NET) and
Junior Eco-Club was reported by a
representative from Japan and
project leaders. The meeting
acknowledged the efforts made by
Japan. 
12. Regarding the IGES project,
participants welcomed an initiative
of Japan in establishing the IGES
which can serve as a think-tank of
ECO ASIA, and agreed that it
should be established and operated
as an internationally characterized
institute under the cooperation of
the participating countries.
Participants also shared the view
that the IGES could play a
significant role in formulating
strategies required to deal with
global warming in Asia and the
Pacific region in response to COP3
in Kyoto. 

(Others)
13. The meeting participants
expressed their appreciation to the
Environment Agency of Japan, Kobe
Municipal Government and other
parties involved in organizing the
meeting. Special thanks was
expressed to Kobe Municipal
Government for hosting the meeting
and to the people of the City for
their warm hospitality.

(cont’d pg.8, Special)
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Keidanren (Japan Federation of
Economic Organizations)
represents over 900 corporations
and 120 business associations,
including leading Japanese
enterprises and foreign companies
operating in Japan. This summer,
after identifying global warming as
a significant risk, the Keidanren
issued its Voluntary Action Plan on
the Environment. Citing the need
for effectiveness by encouraging
flexibility, Keidanren members
announced at the same time a goal
of reducing industrial sector CO2

emissions to below 1990 levels by
the year 2010. 
In order to “clarify the views of
the business and industrial
community regarding COP3 and
measures to cope with global
warming,” the Keidanren issued a
global warming policy statement in
September of this year. What
follows is a brief summary of the
Keidanren policy statement.

“Concerning specifically the status

of CO2 emissions in Japan,

although emissions from

households and transportation-

related services have nearly

doubled in the past two decades,

those from the industrial sector

have remained essentially

unchanged despite the economy

almost doubling in size.”

— TOYODA Shoichiro
Chairman, Keidanren

from the Keidanren Voluntary 
Action Plan on the Environment, 

June 17, 1997

Keidanren—Voluntary Action in Support of Environmental Goals 

Keidanren Policy
1. The consequences of global warming are primarily in the

medium-to-long-term, therefore hasty action should be avoided. 
a) Put effort into the development of relevant technologies,

including energy sources that do not emit greenhouse gases 
b) Build a government-citizen-industry consensus for expanding

nuclear energy
c) Avoid shifting the sources of greenhouse gases to developing

nations
d) Industrialized nations must work together, promoting ODA

and technology transfer so that pollution is not just
transferred to developing countries

2. What the Keidanren wants to see in a Kyoto Conference
agreement. 
a) Flexibility in reduction goals and target years 
b) Joint implementation and emissions trading 
c) Factoring in of previous reductions in emissions 
d) Respect for voluntary actions to reduce CO2 emissions by

business 

3. Things to Avoid
a) Avoid policies that would cause an economic shock similar to
the “oil shocks” of the 1970s
b) Avoid any kind of carbon or energy tax 
c) Avoid blanket regulations that eliminate flexibility and
voluntary efforts

4. Reducing Greenhouse Gases: Industry Sector Actions 
a) Join in efforts that “transcend industry and sectoral lines,”

such as utilizing untapped waste heat, and recycling 
b) Employ life-cycle assessment
c) Attain ISO14001 certification
d) Target current energy inefficient sectors such as buildings,
stores, freight transport and delivery

5. Lifestyle Changes
a) Citizens must take personal action to reduce waste in their

daily lives
b) Government needs to provide product information to

consumers so that informed decisions can be made (i. e. ,
environmentally-preferable purchasing)

c) Government needs to build more mass transportation systems
as alternatives to personal vehicles

For more information on the Keidanren, including the full text of its Opinion Relating to COP3 and to
Measures on Global Warming, and the Keidanren Voluntary Action Plan on the Environment, please go to:
http://www.keidanren.or.jp/  
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The Kiko Forum was born out of
the the first session of the
Conference of Parties, in 1995.
Only four Japanese environmental
non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) were in Berlin, Germany,
but those NGOs consulted with
their German counterparts. When
the Government of Japan
announced its intention to host the
COP3, Japanese NGOs were
prepared, and announced the
creation of a network organization
called the Kiko Forum.
“Kiko” is the Japanese word for
“climate” and as the name
indicates the Kiko Forum functions
as an umbrella organization for

the myriad Japanese NGOs trying
to stop global warming. Made up
of both domestic and international
NGOs, at the time of its
establishment the Kiko Forum had
less than 40 members. That
membership has now swelled to
approximately 200.
Drawing on the expertise of its
member NGOs, an experts group
was formed in February of this
year. In May, the group announced
the “10 Steps to a Better World”
(see box). These Steps form the
Kiko Forum’s positions on key
Kyoto Conference issues.  
The Kiko Forum’s goal is to
influence the COP3 proceedings.

With the conclusion of the COP3
in December, the goal will have
been reached and the Kiko Forum
as a formal organization will cease
to exist. The Kiko Forum will be
disbanded after the COP3, but it is
our hope that the network this
event has allowed us to create will
continue work together to have a
lasting influence on domestic and
global environmental action. By
Koichi Watanabe, Vice-Director,
Kiko Forum
To review the Kiko Forum’s
internet webpage in English, go to
http://www.jca.ax.apc.org/~kiko97
/index-e.html 

Kiko Forum ’97 Citizen’s Forum for 
Preventing Climate Change/Global Warming

10 Steps To A Better World
1. We demand, as a first step, developed countries reduce their CO2 emissions to 20% below 1990 levels by

the year 2005. Also, gas-by-gas reductions must be set for other greenhouse gases. 
2. Japanese citizens must change our over-consuming lifestyle and work to lower our CO2 emissions levels by

4% per year. 
3. Japan must stop building new fossil fuel power plants, and instead encourage development and use of

renewable energy sources such as wind, solar and co-generation. Using climate change as an excuse to
build more nuclear power plants is not acceptable. 

4. Instead of building more expressways and airports, Japan must encourage the use of public transportation. 
5. Government must stop building new energy intensive skyscrapers, instead using city-planning and

environmental impact assessments to support low CO2 emissions communities.
6. The government must shift the current tax/expenditure system from support for nuclear power and new

roads, to support for renewable, non-polluting energy sources.
7. Japanese businesses must acknowledge their currently 75% share of national CO2 emissions, and begin

reducing emissions by 4% a year. Businesses must also ensure public access to their own environmental
information.

8. Our ecosystems must be protected. Industries such as farming, logging and fishing must discontinue
actions which use excessive fossil fuels and nitrate-fertilizers, and must stop reckless destruction of our
natural resources. Reforestation is not a replacement for primeval forests.

9. Northern (developed) countries are responsible for most CO2 emissions and therefore must take the lead
in reducing these emissions. Simply transferring emissions to Southern (developing) countries will only
increase overall emissions. International development assistance must be considered in terms of
environmental conservation. 

10. Citizens must be guaranteed access and participation in policy formation, decision making and
implementation, through environmental impact assessment and freedom of information at local, national
and international levels.



8

J a p a n
E N V I R O N M E N T

Q u a r t e r l y
Published by the Global Environment Department, Environment Agency

1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100 Japan
Tel: +81-3-3580-1375 Fax: +81-3-3504-1634

E-mail: globe.dep@eanet.go.jp Homepage: http://www.eic.or.jp

SPECIAL APPEAL OF CHAIRPERSON OF 
ECO ASIA ’97 FOR THE SUCCESS OF COP3 

ECO ASIA ’97 was convened on 7-8
September 1997 in Kobe, Japan. It was
attended by 19 countries of the Asia-
Pacific region and the representatives of
11 international organizations.
Considering that the third session of the
Conference of the Parties (COP3) to the
United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), one of
the most important environmental
gatherings in 1997, will be held in
December in Kyoto, Japan, the
participants of ECO ASIA ’97 intensively
discussed climate change issues and their
implications to the region. Based on a
broad consensus by the participants to
work for the success of COP3, the
Chairperson of the meeting prepared a
special appeal as follows. 
Acknowledging that the global nature of
climate change calls for the widest
possible cooperation by all countries, in
accordance with their common but
differentiated responsibilities and
respective capabilities and their social
and economic conditions, 
Taking note that the Asia-Pacific region
has particular relevance for climate
change issues, because the countries of
the region are especially vulnerable to the
climate change impacts, and also because
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from
this region are projected to grow in a
significant and rapid manner due to the
continued population increase and rapid
economic growth in the coming decades,
in line with the sustainable development
needs,

Also noting that considerable progress
has been made in the region to address
the climate change problem, particularly
through the preparation process of GHG
inventories, national communications,
vulnerability assessment studies, and
setting up of national institutional
mechanisms,
Expressing appreciation for relevant
bilateral and multilateral support, in
particular, the annual convening of the

Asia-Pacific Seminar on Climate Change
to facilitate exchange of information and
experiences among the countries of the
region, as well as the efforts by
international organizations such as the
Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the
United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP), 

It was broadly supported that
1. The countries of the Asia-Pacific
region should place particular
priority on the following activities to
address climate change issues: 
(a) Preparation and periodical updating
of GHG inventories,
which may not only be carried out
individually but also jointly at the sub-
regional level, where appropriate;
(b) Preparation of initial national
communications from
non-Annex I Parties, especially for the
exchange of experiences among the
countries of the region;
(c) Promotion of research and studies
relating to climate change, with special
attention to climate change impacts at
regional, sub-regional and national
levels, particularly through the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) and the Asia-Pacific
Network for Global Change Research
(APN); and 
(d) Formulation and implementation of
national programmes which may contain
GHG inventories, vulnerability
assessments and other research and
studies, appropriate mitigation measures
and adaptation options, measures to
enhance sinks and awareness raising
programmes; 

2. The following activities should be
seriously considered to promote regional
cooperation in Asia and the Pacific: 
(a) Continuation of the Asia-Pacific
Seminar on Climate Change
as a regional forum to exchange
experience among the countries of the
region, and consideration of a possibility
for its gradual expansion, especially for
the private sector;

(b) Establishment of a regional network
to facilitate
information exchange and policy
dialogue, and dissemination of climate
friendly technologies, and to provide
international clearing house functions for
activities implemented jointly under the
pilot phase particularly through the
private sector; 
(c) Strengthening of support for various
activities to promote public awareness
and endogenous capacity building in
management—mitigation and 
adaptation of climate change impacts;
and 
(d) Consideration of regional model
projects to demonstrate the
benefits of such projects for sustainable
economic growth and environmental
protection.

3. For the success of COP3 and as a first
step towards meeting the
ultimate objective of UNFCCC, the
Parties of UNFCCC should seriously
consider the following issues in
negotiating a protocol or another legal
instrument:
(a) Developed country Parties should
intensify efforts to fulfill their
commitments to meet their targets for
2000, and to take the lead in
significantly reducing GHG emissions by
setting quantified emission targets within
the specified time frames; 
(b) Developing country Parties should
also make efforts to
advance implementation of their
commitments under UNFCCC, in
particular, towards making noticeable
progress, for mitigation and adaptation
of climate change impacts; and
(c) Developed country Parties should
strengthen cooperation
with and support for developing country
Parties to deal with climate change
problems, particularly for effective
transfer of climate friendly technologies
and by provision of financial resources,
through bilateral and multilateral
channels.

Towards Sustainable Development and Climate Protection for
Asia and the Pacific

(from pg.5, Special)


