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1. Background

Example of replacement project 
(Himeji Daini Thermal Power Plant) *1

Replacements of aged thermal 
power plants

Environmentally desirable 
(      environmental load)
Increasing demand to 
complement nuclear energy

However…
EIA procedures normally take 3 
years (same as new thermal 
power plants)

CO2
CO2

Replacement 

Streamlining by improved 
operation for replacements



2. Guideline for Streamlining EIA Methods
(1/3)

Guideline for Streamlining EIA 
Methods on Thermal Power 
Plant Replacement

(Published in March 2012 / 
Revised in March 2013)

Enables survey and prediction 
in a streamlined manner

Contributes to shortening 
the duration of EIA 
procedures for replacements



2. Guideline for Streamlining EIA Methods
(2/3)

Impact Type Requirements for 
Streamlining Streamlined methods

Impact on     
air quality

Amount and concentration 
of pollutants decrease by
replacement

Field surveys skipped

Predictions carried 
out by simpler 
methods

Impact on 
water quality

Impact on  
flora and 
fauna

No important species are 
identified on
and around
the site

Field surveys skipped

NOx, SOx NOx, SOx

Streamlined methods (Example)



2. Guideline for Streamlining EIA Methods
(3/3)

Selecting valued components (evaluation items) and 
assessment methods effectively and efficiently 
Complementing the results of the EIA

Surveys prior to the EIA procedure
Environmental monitoring data related to the 
operation of the existing plants

Use of Preliminary Survey and Monitoring Data



3. Shortening Duration of Reviewing Process

METI

MOE

Local Gov.
Citizens’ 
comments

Draft of comments

Draft of comments

Conventional reviewing process
Streamlined reviewing process

View on citizens’ 
comments

Comments

Submission and 
disclosure of Draft EIS

Recommendation

Comments

Comments

Proponent

Shortened

MOE: Ministry of the Environment
METI: Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry



4. Conclusion
(Duration of EIA procedures)

Normal Procedure: approx. 3 years

Streamlined Procedure: 
1 – 1.5 years (shortest)

Guideline for Streamlining EIA Methods
Shortening duration of reviewing process

In spite of streamlining, the EIA Act is not modified.
Steps such as public consultation are untouched.
Quality of EIA is expect to be maintained.
(should be monitored closely and carefully)



Thank you for your attention!

Images from:
• Kansai Electric Power Company website (*1)
• Tokyo Electric Power Company website (*2)

Kawasaki Thermal Power Plant *2


