Statement of Dr.Monthip Srirattana Tabucanon 
Inspector General of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Thailand

13th Environment congress for Asia and the Pacific (ECO ASIA),Gifu, Japan, 4-5 June 2005

Her Excellency, Minister KOIKE, Yuriko

Your Excellencies, Ministers of Environment of Asia and the Pacific

Distinguished Representatives

Ladies and Gentlemen


On behalf of the delegation from Thailand, I wish to join my Asia and the Pacific colleagues in congratulating Her Excellency Minister KOIKE, Yuriko and the Government of Japan for the very warm hospitality accorded to me and my delegation. We also appreciate very much the excellent arrangements made for this Congress.

Excellency,

Distinguished Representatives,


This Congress aims to enhance cooperation towards sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific including the progress of the Second Stage of the Asia Pacific Forum of Environment and Development and 3R initiative.


The year 2005, many countries in the world called for integrating the environmental and economic policies which  paid attention to the importance of strengthening inter-linkages between environmental protection and traditional culture in the context of the promotion of sustainable consumption pattern which is implemented by complied with the World Summit on Sustainable Consumption and production.


The sustainability development on environment is at a worrying level and it needs for improvement level. Improvement is especially needed for environmental quality, water and hazardous waste disposal is critical and needs serious improvement.

Excellency,

Distinguished Representatives,

Thailand has given importance to the Natural Resources and Environment. The strategies for Natural Resources and Environment Management were contained in The Ninth National Economic and Social development Plan (2002-2006) will emphasize improvements in management so as to restore equilibrium in the utilization and conservation of natural resources and the environment. It will promote the sustainable use of natural resources in order to support national economic development, enhance self-reliance of communities and the country.

On 23 March 2005, the Prime Minister has presented the policies delivered to the National Assembly. As to the Natural Resources and Environmental Policy regarding the pollution aspect, the Government will expedite measures to control pollution arising from production and consumption i.e. gas, waste, polluted water, noise, smell. The Government will expedite construction of a system for the treatment of waste from societal use and agricultural and industrial activity, implement an environment-friendly waste disposal system and enhance waste disposal capacity of local administrative authorities. 

The Government will promote the private sector’s role in research and development for energy conservation, environmental management, recycling of raw materials and clean technology. In order to reduce pollution and the social burden of pollution, the principle of the polluter pays the costs will be used. In addition, the Government will not allow Thailand to become an end receiver of waste which has to bear the costs of industrial waste and pollution. 

With a view of 3Rs and sustainable consumption concept, Thailand has been launching many activities at all levels.

At the National level, Thailand have many National integrated waste management plans which have been focused on the sustainable consumption of the natural resources including control of waste generation at sources, increase on waste segregation, enhancement of waste utilization efficiency prior to the final disposal and promote the cleaner technology. In this regard, The targets of waste minimization in this plan are to have the waste reduction scheme, to have the waste segregation system for reuse and recycling in every community over the country, and to minimize 30% of total waste generated within 2009.

At the government level, Thailand by Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment in cooperation with relevant government and private agencies have developed the national strategic plan for the environmentally sound management of E-wastes. The main objective of this plan is to improve the existing segregation and collection system of E-wastes and to manage them properly. The plan is introduced the concept of Polluter Pay Principle (PPP) by taking into account the responsibility of producer, importer and consumer and the promotion of 3Rs as a vital tools for the environmentally sound management of E-wastes. 

On the other hand, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment has initiated take-back program on end-of-life mobile phones including batteries and packaging in order to recycle or dispose them in the environmental sound manner. The programs are aiming at encouraging customers to take back the used or end-of-life mobile phones including accessories, such as batteries and packaging wastes to the collection points provided by manufacturers or relevant stakeholders, such as network providers in case of mobile phones and their batteries, on the voluntary basis. 


At the level of local and private sector, many successful programs have been implementing. For example, many local communities have successfully conducted their own waste management programs focusing on the 3Rs, such as  composting program and recycling waste bank. The result of such programs showed that waste generated are reduced more that 30 percent before final disposal

Excellency,

Distinguished delegates,

At the last, I strongly believe that all countries will encourage activities aimed at minimizing waste and supporting, sustainable use natural resources. As a member in Asia and the Pacific region , I guarantee to support and cooperate another countries or organizations, which aims at the sustainable development.
Thank you very much for your kind attention.

