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Honorable ministers, distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen,

It is an honor and pleasure for me to be invited to this ECOASIA conference.

UNCRD, the United Nations Centre for Regional Development, has a 34~year history of activities since its establishment in 1971 to promote better regional development through the capacity building.  Integration of environmental considerations into the process of sustainable development is one of the important activities for us.

Madame chairperson,

As being reported and discussed, 3R initiatives by G8 countries is one of the most relevant subjects to which many Asian countries show their strong interests.  Wise use of limited resources is indispensable to achieve the sustainable development in the world, in particular in Asia, where many countries are experiencing rapid and continued economic growth.  Japan has lots of successful experiences on the efficient industrial production as well as recycle-oriented activities involving general public.  It would be appreciated if Asia and Pacific countries can benefit from such experiences of Japan through the 3R initiatives.

In addition to this 3R, conventional waste management is also an urgent subject for the countries in the region.  Starting from the establishment of proper legislative and management mechanisms and infrastructures, capacity development is required as of at most importance for these countries.  This is more easily understandable approach for citizens, and of course, also essential as the starting point to promote the concept of 3R in local communities.  This is why we need to consider conventional waste management in relation to the concept of 3R, which we are discussing now. 
It is essential to understand and respond to the real needs of recipient countries.  As we know well, the nature of the problem differs from one country to another.  To make the cooperation most effective and efficient, it is important that such cooperation would be based on the real needs of recipient countries.  It is countries themselves, which know better the problems they are facing.  To respond to these real needs of the countries in the region, and with the step-by-step approach confirming and understanding the improvement of the problems at the ground level, is most welcomed by the countries as well as the citizens in the region.

In addition to the North-South cooperation, some middle developed countries in the region, or as a group like ASEAN, have started their own initiatives already in support of less developed countries in the region.  International and regional organizations are also providing their assistance.  These experiences are, in many cases, much more relevant and useful for these countries.  Cooperation with these existing activities developed by their own initiatives and based on their own recent experiences is the most efficient way of cooperation from the North. 

It is true that there is a limitation for such activities.  For the supporting countries, there is a limitation what they can provide because of various reasons.  For the recipient countries, there is a lack of capacity to respond to such joint activities.  That is where international organizations, or regional cooperative initiatives can play a role.  

As an international organization working in this field, UNCRD is also familiar with the real needs of the targeted countries through our other activities in operation.  UNCRD is happy to be able to cooperate with the countries in this region in implementing South~South and North~South cooperation within the Asia and Pacific Region, and further, with other parts of the world.

Honorable ministers, distinguished participants and ladies and gentlemen, 

We, at UNCRD, are looking forward to promoting further fruitful cooperation between our Centre and the countries of Asia and the Pacific, which are participating in this important Conference today.

Thank you.
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