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1.
Introduction
Honorable Environment Minister of Japan Ms. Yuriko KOIKE, Honorable Gifu Prefectural Governor Mr. Hajime FURUTA, Honorable Gifu City Mayor Mr. Shigemitsu HOSOE, Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies, and gentlemen:

Thank you for inviting ADB to ECO ASIA 2005 in the beautiful city of Gifu. This is an opportunity for our institution to collaborate on key environmental issues using both innovative and traditional technologies here in Gifu, venue of ECO ASIA 2005, as well as in Aichi, venue of the 2005 World Exposition (EXPO 2005).

2.
ADB’s Policy and Program

Environmental protection is one of ADB’s key agendas. As Asia’s partner in development, ADB has a role and responsibility to help achieve a prosperous, clean and green Asia and Pacific region. 
In 2002, we adopted an Environment Policy at ADB that highlights: 
· environmental constraints of the poor;

· mainstreams environmental considerations into economic development;

· addresses regional and global environmental concerns of interest to our member countries;

· fosters partnerships among governments, the private sector, and civil society; and

· strengthens safeguards across all ADB operations.

Over the past five years, ADB has provided loans worth nearly $3billion for projects with environmental objectives, and technical assistance grants worth over $180 million for several key environmental initiatives at the local, national, regional, and global levels. For example, we are helping to address local environmental problems through interventions such as a vehicle inspection program in the City of Chongqing to reduce air pollution, which is a target city for the Kitakyushu Initiative. We also are working with national governments, like our project in Cambodia, to promote sustainable management and conservation of the Tonle Sap Lake Basin. We are fostering collaboration among governments and other international partners to tackle issues at the subregional level, as in the case of the effort to address the problem of dust and sandstorms in Northeast Asia. ADB partners with the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) to address global concerns. This initiative attracts private financing for projects to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. In the following three years, ADB annually provide additional new loans around $600-700 million for projects with environmental objectives. ADB’s environmental program is comprehensive and designed to support actions at the local, national, regional and global levels to achieve environmentally sustainable economic growth in our member countries. 

Within the region, there is a burgeoning demand for environmental infrastructure investment to expand wastewater treatment and clean water supplies, to reduce air pollution, to widen the use of clean and renewable energy, and to provide efficient public transport. The costs of undertaking these kinds of projects will be very high, and the associated policy and institutional reforms will be substantial. Because we work with both the public and private sectors, ADB is well positioned and prepared to assist in the mobilization of the necessary financial resources for these investments.

Collaboration amongst partners will be needed to facilitate such investments and related reforms. ADB has been closely working with various partners. For example, with ECO ASIA, we are happy to refer to: (i) active and continuous participation in APFED, and (ii) collaboration with the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) and National Institute for Environmental Studies (NIES) through the Asia-Pacific Environmental Innovation Strategy (APEIS) Project in implementing a regional technical assistance (RETA) for National Performance Assessment and Subregional Strategic Environment Framework in the Greater Mekong Subregion. The Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development in Asia and the Pacific, held in March this year in Seoul (MCED 2005) which ADB actively collaborated and participated, reviewed the Kitakyushu Initiative, and established the Seoul Initiative on Environmentally Sustainable Economic Growth. We remain interested in the recent progress and prospects of the 3R Initiative, APFED and APEIS. We will continue to support and participate in these initiatives as appropriate.

3.
Closing

ADB remains dedicated to this spirit of partnership and to playing our role as a development financier to contribute to the agenda, and as a source of policy and technical advice. Tomorrow, the World Environment Day for Green Cities is celebrated here in Japan with several other associated events. I believe our discussions at ECO ASIA 2005 will further clarify and strengthen our shared commitment to the important tasks ahead. 

Thank you very much.





































