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STATEMENT 

BY H.E. MR. KHIEU MUTH, SECRETARY OF STATE, 

CAMBODIAN MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

13th Environment Congress for Asia and the Pacific 

(ECO ASIA 2005) 

Gifu Prefecture, Japan, 4-5 June 2005

· H.E. Mrs. KOI KE Yuriko, Minister of Environment, Japan,

· Honorable Ministers, Distinguished delegates, 

· Ladies and gentlemen,

It is my great honor and pleasure to participate in this 13th Environment Congress for Asia and the Pacific.  On behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia, I would like to express my sincere gratitute to the the Minister of Environment and Governor of Gifu Prefecture of the Government of Japan and Secretariat of ECO Asia 2005 for extending this opportunity for us to share our views on critical themes.

Our region is facing many environmental challenges: rapid population growth and industrialization, land degradation, depletion of water supplies and fish stocks, deforestation, air and water pollution, climate change, and natural catastrophes.  These problems are even more sharpening serious impact on socio-economic development of the region, in particular least developed countries due to high poverty rate and limited resources to respond to these issues.

The Royal Government of Cambodia clearly recognizes the strong complementarity between economic growth, social development and environmental governance.  We consider poverty reduction based on principles of  holistic growth as a key priority.  In this respect, the third mandate of the Royal Government of Cambodia has developed the Rectangular Strategy, which lies on good governance as a core issue and a supporting tool to achieve poverty reduction and sustainable development.

The commitments of the Royal Government of Cambodia towards environmental protection and natural resources management can be seen clearly through the Article 59 of its Constitution. Following this constitution, a number of environmental regulations has been established such as Royal Decree on the Establishment of Protected Areas, Law on Environmental Protection and Natural Resources Management, Forestry Law, Land Law, etc. In order to effectively implement these regulations, several sub-decrees by the Royal Government and Prokas by Ministers have also been issued. Cambodia has made many good achievements in the protection of local environment even though there are some difficulties, in paricular economic constraints, weak local administration and cooperation, lack of information exchange and limited human resource.   

The Royal Government of Cambodia needs to closely link its national eco-policies to regional and global eco-policies. We think a new approach to regional environmental and natural resource governance is essential, which should bring together the visions, mandates, skills and resources of local, national, regional and international stakeholders into a collaborative regional framework.  These may include: cooperation in implementing international and regional environemntal instruments; environemntal networking; innovative eco-partnership for financing; engaging local authorities to address local issues that have regional and global implications; forging local, national and regional partnerships for environmental management, in particular for transboundary issues, among governments, the private sector and non-governmental organizations; identifying and promoting opportunities for eco-investment; increasing national capacity to address international commitments; eco-technology development and the transfer of skills required for sustainable development; research and development to explore alternative sources of cleaner energy, including renewable energy; and cooperation in the conservation of biodiversity, in particular tropical rain forests. 

I sincerely hope that we can find some measures or mechanism to tackle environmental issues in our region.  Once again I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the people of Japan for hosting this important event, and I wish this year’s World Environment Day under the theme “All Participate to a Green Home” success.

Thank you
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