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Mr. Chairman,

Your Excellencies,

Honorable Ministers,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, it is a great honor to deliver Palau’s Statement to this 13th Environment Congress for Asia and the Pacific (ECO ASIA 2005).  I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you on your election as Chairperson for this Congress.  I would also like to sincerely thank the Governor of Gifu Prefecture, Mr. Hajime Furuta, and the Government of Japan for their warm hospitality.  Furthermore, I would like to thank the Ministry of Environment and Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan for the great organizational arrangements of this 13th Environment Congress. 

Palau reaffirms its commitment to the World Summit on Sustainable Development, in particular the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, the Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius Strategy for the further implementation of the Programme of Action for Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States.

Mr Chairman, it is evident that unsustainable economic growth and the world’s increasing rate of resource consumption is placing a significant strain on the world’s natural environment.  This should be a source of great concern for all of humanity as it speaks to our very existence and “life as we know it” here on earth. This is particularly true in the Asia and Pacific region where resources are so obviously finite.

The extraordinary environmental issues that the world is facing such as the negative impacts from climate change are especially pertinent to the small island communities in the world.  The increased frequency and intensity of extreme weather events and increases in sea level will impact most significantly on small island countries. According to sea level rise projections, some of our islands may be completely submerged and uninhabitable in just 100 years.   These issues relate directly to our culture, our people and our very existence.  In addition to this, my small island country, Palau, is  internationally recognized as one of the most biologically diverse places on Earth per unit area.  There are over 1,200 species of plants in Palau, of which  approximately 200 are endemic.  Our marine environment is host to over 10,000 marine species.  Even though we are a small country, we have much to contribute to the world’s biological capital and we also have the most to lose, if pressures on the environment are not reversed.    

 Our people rely directly on their surrounding environment for food, shelter, medicine, as well as spiritual, cultural and economic benefits.  Our ancestors understood this intrinsic link between the people and the environment.  They practiced traditional conservation methods that were passed down through the generations and are still used today.
Palau is aware that the rich natural habitats housed within its borders are not limitless.  They must be studied, managed and nurtured to ensure that they are there for future generations to enjoy.  This requires finding an appropriate balance between economic development, sustainable resource consumption and environmental protection.

Palau’s political leaders are also aware of how vital it is to maintain the pristine environment that Palau has been fortunate enough to enjoy.  Our President, His Excellency Tommy E. Remengesau Jr., in his recent State of the Republic Address stated “…our environment is our economic future, and we must fight to preserve that future at every level.”

It is with commitment to the environment that Palau has become very active in the international realm as well as ensuring that domestic measures are taken to help preserve our natural habitats and resources.  In 1994 the Marine Protection Act was passed that integrated modern science with traditional knowledge to respond to the overexploitation of resources within our marine environment.  During the year 2001 Palau formed a National Committee to develop a Sustainable Development Strategy and Action Plan to address the issue of sustainable economic development and relevant environmental protection.  Working with legislators, Palau passed the Protected Areas Network legislation in 2003.  This law aims to provide a framework for greatly expanding Palau’s nationwide network of protected areas, the first of its kind in the Pacific region. That same year Palau’s shark-finning law gained passage not only ensuring that shark-finning is illegal within Palauan waters but it also moved long-line and purse seine fishing to 50 miles from the shore.

With a strong commitment to protecting the environment, Palau has entered the international arena and cooperated with many countries to ensure proper measures are in place that will prevent environmental degradation.  To protect the coral reefs, Palau gained membership to the United States Coral Reef Task Force and agreed to become a Co-Secretariat with Japan of the International Coral Reef Initiative.  Palau has ratified multiple environmental treaties and United Nations conventions, including the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Cartagena Protocol, the Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol, the Convention for Combating Desertification, as well as CITES, among others.

While Palau is taking strides to ensure that our children and our children’s children and their future generations can enjoy the same standard of living and the same biological diversity that we have today, there is still much work to be done.  We still have a long way to go.   Some of the  greatest challenges facing Palau are the need for  comprehensive land use planning and a framework for an effective integrated coastal management system.  In addition to the environmental challenges, we also need to address the social aspects of sustainable development, particularly the need for a population strategy.    Palau is working to meet these challenges to the best of our technical and institutional capabilities currently available.  It is hoped that with continued support from government, NGOs and international partners,  Palau will be able to continue taking strides and making positive progress in our pursuit for sustainable development and environmental protection. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
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