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Excellencies, Ministers of Environment of Asia and the Pacific

Distinguished Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen

I would like to start by thanking the Government of Japan and, especially Her Excellency Minister Koike for the excellent arrangements and the warm hospitality shown during ECOASIA 2005 and also for choosing the beautiful city of Gifu for hosting this year`s meeting.

As we meet this year, the whole world is looking towards Asia to provide it vision and leadership in the environmental field. With more than half of the world`s population as well as some of the fastest growing economies, Asia – without a doubt is going to determine how the world grows in the future. 

The last year has seen the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol which has survived a long and arduous struggle against heavy odds and continuous bottlenecks. In the end the world has chosen Kyoto as the way forwards. It signals that the science on climate change is real enough to act now, that the economic markets need to be harnessed if we are to secure our environment and most importantly that the world can not be convinced to accept unilateral thinking. This, your Excellency, is no small achievement. It marks a watershed in the global environmental arena as well as a signal for a rapidly shifting paradigm in global environmental leadership. 

It is now time, especially in Asia, to prove our commitment to the environmental agenda by starting to act and deliver on our commitments. These commitments include the Kyoto carbon reduction targets as well as the commitment for ODA financing, technology transfer and capacity building continuously re-affirmed by the developed countries. Along with this, the developing countries of the region also need to be partners in this drive towards environmental sustainability by endeavouring to tread a different path to development – A path which is on a low carbon trajectory, a path which does not abuse the environmental resources of the global commons and a path which views environmental issues FOR the sake of development and not as a cost burden working against development. This path, as we all know now, is possible but requires an active commitment and partnership between developed and developing countries. The time is now ripe to make Asia the flagship of such a partnership.

Turning to activities in Pakistan, I would like to state that we have enacted the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act which aims to ensure environmental sustainability of our economic development through enactment of EIA laws and environmental quality standards to regulate the industrial growth as well as provide a legal and institutional framework for ensuring the implementation and enforcement of our political commitment to the environmental agenda. 

Pakistan`s economy, last year, grew at over 8% (GDP terms) fuelled by rapid growth in the agricultural, industrial and housing sectors. We are trying to ensure that this rapid growth in the economy does not come at the cost of our clean air and water and that we do not compromise on our quality of life. The environmental regulation framework allows us to do that. It is now backed by strong political commitment which is evident from the fact that our environmental budget is poised to grow five-fold this coming year.

We have also made a decision to fuel our economic growth through an increasing utilization on renewable recources including wind, small hydro and solar – all of which are present in abundance in the country. A special cell has been set up for this purpose which is working directly under the Prime Minister`s office and is driven by strong desire to ensure not only environmental sustainability but also energy security.

Finally, we ratified the Kyoto Protocol early this year and have now finalized a focused and transparent operational strategy for the Clean Development Mechanism, which we view as a major potential tool for ensuring that our development trajectory remains on a sustainable path. In this respect, Pakistan would welcome mutually beneficial cooperation from all the countries in the region.

We look forwards to developing partnerships within the Asia Pacific region and of actively participating to ensure that this region takes the lead in showcasing cooperative environmental stewardship to the rest of the world.
