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Honorable ministers, distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen,

It is an honor and pleasure for me to be invited to this ECOASIA conference.

UNCRD, the United Nations Centre for Regional Development, has a 33~year history of activities since its establishment in 1971 to promote better regional development through capacity building of local and central government officials throughout the world.

The issue of the environment has been unanimously highlighted as being one of considerable importance at a number of UN conferences, including the Johannesburg WSSD, and the UN Millennium Summit in the year 2000.  However, the concept of the environment is quite broad, and we have to integrate this concept into our practical development activities by introducing good practices and learning from successful experiences. 

For this purpose, we are focusing our activities in the field of the environment on transport management and waste management issues.  

In collaboration with the Governments of Japan and the Philippines, we organized the “Manila Policy Dialogue on Environment and Transportation in the Asian Region” in Manila earlier this year.  This Dialogue produced the “Manila Statement on Environmentally Sustainable Transport”, which has already been followed up by our initiative on Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) in this region.  

We are planning to develop strategies as well as action plans for three countries in Asia, namely Viet Nam, Lao PDR, and Cambodia, which are the first targeted countries of this activity.  We have carried out needs assessment missions in these countries and, in collaboration with the ASEAN Working Group on ESC, we will proceed to the next step. 

Another subject of our interest is that of waste management, which is a common concern in both developed and developing countries throughout the world.  We are discussing this issue in relation to cleaner consumption, in particular through the promotion of the “3R” activities of reduction, reuse and recycle.  Gaining the support of many Asian and Pacific countries, we are going to launch new initiatives in this field.  In this regard, Japan is famous for its involvement of local communities in effective waste management systems, which incorporate appropriate separation of material for recycling.  

Also, assisting the promotion of peace in the Middle East by applying this waste management approach, is one of our new initiatives.  We have successfully organized a meeting on this subject with the participation of high ranking officials and NGO representatives from Israel, Jordan, and the Territory of Palestine.  This is a good example of how Japan’s successful experience in waste management can play an important role even in such a politically difficult region as the Middle East.

Mr. Chairman,

What is important for all is the concept of “partnership”.  This partnership should not be understood as just cooperation between a single donor and a recipient country, but should be understood within the context of the deeper involvement of both parties, based on the real needs of the country and the region as a whole.  Of additional importance is the involvement of other actors in such activities.  This will make the project both more interesting and more useful for other countries, thereby enabling it to gain the support of many partners for further extension and development, even after the withdrawal of the original donor country from the project.  It is natural that the cooperation from a single donor will have limitations in terms of both financing and time, and this is why we need to develop such projects with the support of other donors while making the project self-independent through the active involvement of the recipient countries themselves.

In this connection, UNCRD places great importance on South~South cooperation.  We are located in the Asia and Pacific Region, a region in which some countries have already made positive developments and are beginning to provide their most useful experiences to other neighbouring countries.  These experiences are, in many cases, much more relevant and useful for these member countries.   

UNCRD is happy to be able to cooperate with these countries in implementing South~South and North~South cooperation within the Asia and Pacific Region, and further, with other parts of the world. 

We are also interested in the field of basic human needs or human security, which includes such vital areas as access to clean drinking water and basic sanitation, again environmental issues in a broad sense, and subjects of concern for people throughout the developing world.

Mr. Chairman,

These are some of the fields covered by the activities of our Centre.  Let me again express my pleasure at having the opportunity to address this conference organized by ECOASIA which is playing an important role in providing a common platform for environment ministers to share mutual concerns and to discuss directions of future policy development.  

Honorable ministers, distinguished participants and ladies and gentlemen, 

We, at UNCRD, are looking forward to promoting further fruitful cooperation between our Centre and the countries of Asia and the Pacific which are participating in this important Conference.

Thank you.
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