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Statement by His Excellency U Nyunt Tin

Ambassador of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar

at the 12th Environment Congress for Asia and the Pacific (ECO ASIA 2004)

19 - 20 June 2004, Yonago Convention Center

Yonago City, Japan

Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


I am pleased to have this opportunity to participate in this important ECO ASIA 2004. May I, on behalf of the Myanmar delegation express our deep appreciation to the Government of Japan for the excellent arrangements of the meeting and for the warm hospitality extended to us.

Mr. Chairman,



Environmental education plays a crucial role in protecting the environment and promoting sustainable development. Environmental education is important as it provides the necessary knowledge needed by the people and decision-makers to understand the environment and its related issues. 


May I now briefly inform the meeting, of my country's effort to promote environmental education. The National Commission for Environmental Affairs (NCEA), which was established in 1990 as the national focal point and coordinating agency for environmental matters in the country, has been instrumental in promoting environmental education and awareness in Myanmar. It is our belief that with active public participation, environmental protection and conservation activities will be more effective. Environmental education in Myanmar is aimed at creating a wider knowledge of the environment. It is also aimed at achieving sustainable development.



Promotion of informal environmental education and environmental awareness is carried out by the NCEA. Workshops, seminars and conferences are organized by NCEA with the aim of disseminating education and knowledge on environmental protection among the various departments, NGOs and the public. In order to sensitize environmental issues and problems among the public the world environment day celebration is organized by the Commission every year. Literary and art competitions, and educational exhibition on environment are held as one of the main activities of the celebration. Thus, over the past decade, environmental awareness has been gradually rising and public participation and involvement in sustainable development activities is also gaining momentum in the country.

Mr. Chairman,


Myanmar Government is committed to implement sustainable development and is making efforts to implement the targets set at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD). We believe that cooperation at all levels such as global, regional and sub-regional are imperative to address the environmental issues. At the 7th Informal ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on the Environment held in November 2002 in Vientiane, Lao PDR, the environment ministers discussed the regional activities in the context of the follow-up activities to the WSSD. Public awareness and environmental education is one of the ten priority areas for partnership and collaboration of ASEAN. In this respect, Myanmar is taking a lead country in preparing specific proposals for ASEAN in this priority area.



Sustainable development efforts have been made by the Government over the past decade in line with the Agenda 21. The National Environment Policy was adopted in 1994, and the Myanmar Agenda 21 was adopted in 1997. Myanmar has also  participated in many international environmental conventions. The Government is now giving greater attention on environmental matters in the country. In order to promote effective environmental management, a new Committee namely, the Environmental Conservation Committee was formed in March of this year. This Committee and its task forces will implement programmes to effectively address environmental issues in the country.


Before concluding, once again I would like to thank the Government of Japan for organizing this Environment Congress and look forward for collective actions by all the countries in the Asia and the Pacific for maintaining a healthy environment and achieving sustainable development.


Thank you.

