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Pacific Island Climate Change Pacific Island Climate Change 
Assistance Programme Assistance Programme –– an an 
overviewoverview
•• Regional Climate Change Enabling Activities Regional Climate Change Enabling Activities 

projectproject
•• 10 10 PICsPICs involvedinvolved

–– Cooks Islands, FSM, Fiji, Kiribati, Cooks Islands, FSM, Fiji, Kiribati, MarshallsMarshalls, Nauru, , Nauru, 
Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, VanuatuSamoa, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Vanuatu

•• Coordinator: SPREPCoordinator: SPREP
•• To strengthen the capacities of the said To strengthen the capacities of the said 

countries to enable them to meet their reporting countries to enable them to meet their reporting 
obligations under the UNFCCCobligations under the UNFCCC
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6 6 major capacity building activities major capacity building activities 
for countries themselves to carry for countries themselves to carry 
out:out:
1.1. GHG Inventory GHG Inventory –– sources & sinkssources & sinks
2.2. Mitigation Options Mitigation Options –– an evaluationan evaluation
3.3. Vulnerability AssessmentsVulnerability Assessments
4.4. Adaptation Options Adaptation Options –– an evaluationan evaluation
5.5. NIS NIS –– national implementation strategynational implementation strategy
6.6. First National Communication Reports First National Communication Reports ––

to the COPS to the UNFCCCto the COPS to the UNFCCC
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Became Independent: 1962

Pop (2001): 174,140

Economy base: agriculture, 
fisheries, forestry, tourism

Total land area: 2,934 km2

EEZ: smallest

Climate: tropical, wet & dry, uniform annual temp

Highly vulnerable: El Nino 
events (dry), extreme events

Real GDP (2002): $689.2M
Real GDP/capita: $3,875.00
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Samoa before PICCAPSamoa before PICCAP

•• 1993 1993 –– NEMS ReportNEMS Report
–– Urgent priority issues:Urgent priority issues:

•• Population growth (draft National Population Policy)Population growth (draft National Population Policy)
•• Climate Change (draft National CC Policy)Climate Change (draft National CC Policy)
•• Loss of biodiversity (National Biodiversity Policy)Loss of biodiversity (National Biodiversity Policy)

•• 1994 1994 –– signed UN Framework Convention on Climate signed UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC)Change (UNFCCC)

•• 1996 1996 -- 2001 2001 –– Economic Reform Economic Reform 
–– 28 depts28 depts 14 ministries (e.g. DLSE14 ministries (e.g. DLSE MNRE)MNRE)

•• 1997 1997 –– signed Kyoto Protocolsigned Kyoto Protocol
•• 1997 1997 –– PICCAP initiatedPICCAP initiated
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Samoa with PICCAPSamoa with PICCAP
•• Set up of the National Climate Change Set up of the National Climate Change 

Country Team (NCCCT) Country Team (NCCCT) 
–– Appointed by CabinetAppointed by Cabinet
–– MAFFM, DEC, Treasury, Statistics Department, MAFFM, DEC, Treasury, Statistics Department, 

MFA, MOT, TD, SWA, DLSE, NGOs, private MFA, MOT, TD, SWA, DLSE, NGOs, private 
businesses & communitiesbusinesses & communities

–– SPREP SPREP –– technical supporttechnical support
•• Objective of the Team: to carry out tasks Objective of the Team: to carry out tasks 

set out for PICCAP at the national level set out for PICCAP at the national level 
and to compile Samoaand to compile Samoa’’s INC Report to the s INC Report to the 
UNFCCCUNFCCC
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PICCAP Phase IPICCAP Phase I 19991999
•• Carried out the Objectives 1Carried out the Objectives 1--4 of PICCAP4 of PICCAP
1.1. GHG Inventory GHG Inventory –– sources & sinkssources & sinks
2.2. Mitigation Options Mitigation Options –– an evaluationan evaluation
3.3. Vulnerability AssessmentsVulnerability Assessments
4.4. Adaptation Options Adaptation Options –– an evaluationan evaluation
•• Developed SamoaDeveloped Samoa’’s INC Report, 1999s INC Report, 1999

•• executing agency: MNREexecuting agency: MNRE
•• Technical assistance: SPREPTechnical assistance: SPREP

•• Initiated Plans for Public & Community Initiated Plans for Public & Community 
Awareness Programs on Climate ChangeAwareness Programs on Climate Change
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PICCAP Phase II PICCAP Phase II –– Top UpTop Up 20012001

•• Developed CC Policy Developed CC Policy –– NEMS Committee reviewNEMS Committee review
•• Further Personnel Training NCCCTFurther Personnel Training NCCCT
•• Finalize Possible Project Proposals under UNFCCCFinalize Possible Project Proposals under UNFCCC
•• Plans for Public & Community Awareness Program Plans for Public & Community Awareness Program 

InitiatedInitiated
–– MEDIA CAMPAIGNS (poster, pamphlets, MEDIA CAMPAIGNS (poster, pamphlets, tvtv program spots, program spots, 

documentary, radio programs, weekly features on documentary, radio programs, weekly features on Sunday Sunday 
SamoanSamoan newspaper, internet newspaper, internet www.mnre.gov.wswww.mnre.gov.ws ) ) 

•• Launched FIRST CC Awareness Day, 6Launched FIRST CC Awareness Day, 6thth July 2001July 2001
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Existing view MNRE’s Website Homepage
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PICCAP Phase II Top UpPICCAP Phase II Top Up…… 20012001

•• National Climate Change PolicyNational Climate Change Policy
–– Cabinet Development Committee Review Cabinet Development Committee Review 

(2004)(2004)

•• NIS NIS ––
–– Until the NCCP is endorsed by CabinetUntil the NCCP is endorsed by Cabinet
–– Appropriate Implementation Strategies be Appropriate Implementation Strategies be 

formulatedformulated
–– Continued Technical Assistance from SPREPContinued Technical Assistance from SPREP
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Products from PICCAPProducts from PICCAP
•• An est. NCCCTAn est. NCCCT
•• Increased capacity for CC programsIncreased capacity for CC programs

–– institutional, technical, traininginstitutional, technical, training

•• Enabled launching of FIRST Climate Change Enabled launching of FIRST Climate Change 
Awareness Day Awareness Day –– 6th July, 20016th July, 2001

•• SamoaSamoa’’s first GHG Inventory records first GHG Inventory record
•• SamoaSamoa’’s INC Report to the UNFCCC, 1999 s INC Report to the UNFCCC, 1999 
•• Extensive Public & Community Awareness Extensive Public & Community Awareness 

Programs (national & grass roots level)Programs (national & grass roots level)
•• Initiated National Climate Change PolicyInitiated National Climate Change Policy
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Constraints in meeting PICCAP Constraints in meeting PICCAP 
objectivesobjectives
•• Compiling the GHG inventoryCompiling the GHG inventory

–– Data collection Data collection –– ‘‘most difficult phasemost difficult phase’’
–– GIS programs (software, etc) not availableGIS programs (software, etc) not available
–– Difficulty was worth the experience to ensure better Difficulty was worth the experience to ensure better 

quality data in the futurequality data in the future

•• OtherOther
–– Conflict of interests of sectors with similar Conflict of interests of sectors with similar 

responsibilities, authorization and other existing responsibilities, authorization and other existing 
differences in procedures, management resources (differences in procedures, management resources (egeg; ; 
Met Division under MAFFM Met Division under MAFFM vsvs Ministry of Natural Ministry of Natural 
Resources Environment MNRE)Resources Environment MNRE)
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Samoa after PICCAPSamoa after PICCAP
•• NCCCT expanded:NCCCT expanded:

–– MNRE, MOH, MOF, MAFFM, MFAT, AGMNRE, MOH, MOF, MAFFM, MFAT, AG’’s Office, MOR, MCIT, MWTI, s Office, MOR, MCIT, MWTI, 
SWA, NGOs (SUNGO, OLSSI); Academic Institutions (National SWA, NGOs (SUNGO, OLSSI); Academic Institutions (National 
University of Samoa, USP University of Samoa, USP AlafuaAlafua Campus); Observers (UNDP/GEF, Campus); Observers (UNDP/GEF, 
MOF)MOF)

•• Public Awareness / Media Campaign Programs continuingPublic Awareness / Media Campaign Programs continuing……
•• CLIMATE CHANGE & OZONE AWARENESS DAY 2004CLIMATE CHANGE & OZONE AWARENESS DAY 2004

–– 2929thth September 2004 September 2004 –– this year, next weekthis year, next week……
–– Theme: Theme: ‘‘We are all responsibleWe are all responsible’’

•• Ability to implement Climate Change Proposals, Projects & Ability to implement Climate Change Proposals, Projects & 
ActivitiesActivities
–– NAPA (UNDP/GEF), CBDAMPIC (CIDA), PIREP (UNDP/GEF), 2NAPA (UNDP/GEF), CBDAMPIC (CIDA), PIREP (UNDP/GEF), 2ndnd

National Communication Report to the UNFCCC (UNDP/GEF), SGP National Communication Report to the UNFCCC (UNDP/GEF), SGP 
Project (UNDP/GEF)Project (UNDP/GEF)

–– OtherOther
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PICCAP has nursed Samoa into PICCAP has nursed Samoa into 
enabling its own activities to enabling its own activities to 
respond to climate change, respond to climate change, 
climate variability including climate variability including 

extreme events! extreme events! 

In Samoa we say In Samoa we say 
FAFA’’AFETAI!AFETAI!

((fafa’’aHaH--feyfey--TaTa--Ye)Ye)


