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penetrating power against biological tissues and cannot penetrate the horny layer of the 
skin (layer of dead cells on the skin surface). However, internal exposure to any radioactive 

and has strong biological effects.

but because of their low ionization density, their biological effects are not as strong as 

tissues.

power but do not have high ionization density. Their biological effects are similar to those of 

Since a neutron has a mass almost equal to that of a proton, a neutron beam stops 

water, neutrons lose their energy as they collide with hydrogen nuclei (protons) that make 
up water molecules.
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