
Interim Storage 
Facility

Interim Storage Facility for Removed Soil and 
Waste

⃝ The Interim Storage Facility (ISF) was built to safely and intensively manage and store removed soil, waste, and incinerated 
ash (>100,000 Bq/kg) generated by decontamination in Fukushima Prefecture, until final disposal outside the prefecture 
within 30 years from the start of transportation to the Interim Storage Facility.

⃝ The total area of the planned site for the ISF is approx. 1,600 ha (almost the same as the area of Shibuya City in Tokyo). 
Okuma Town and Futaba Town agreed to the request to build the facility, which was a very important decision. The Ministry 
of the Environment will continue to work on the ISF project with a “Safety First” approach.

⃝ A cumulative total of 13.75 million m3 of removed soil and waste generated due to decontamination work in Fukushima 
Prefecture (including Restricted Areas) had been transported to the ISF as of the end of December 2023.

Prepared by the Ministry of the Environment

Temporary Incineration Facility and 
Temporary Ash Treatment Facility 
in Futaba Town (No.1) (No.2)

Waste Storage Facility 
(Okuma Construction Site 1)

Temporary 
Incineration Facility 

in Okuma Town

Soil Storage Facility, and 
Reception/Separation 

Facility
(Futaba Construction Site 1)

Soil Storage Facility, and 
Reception/Separation 

Facility
(Futaba Construction Site 2)

Soil Storage Facility
(Futaba Construction Site 3)

Waste Storage Facilitiy 
(Futaba Construction Site 2)

Waste Storage Facility 
(Futaba Construction Site 1)

Soil Storage Facility and 
Reception/Separation Facility
(Okuma Construction Site 4)

Soil Storage Facility and 
Reception/Separation Facility
(Okuma Construction Site 5)

Soil Storage Facility and 
Reception/Separation Facility
(Okuma Construction Site 1)

Soil Storage Facility and 
Reception/Separation Facility
(Okuma Construction Site 2)

Soil Storage Facility and 
Reception/Separation Facility
(Okuma Construction Site 3)

Soil Storage 
Facility

Reception
/Separation Facility

Waste Storage 
Facility

Temporary Incineration 
Facility, Temporary Ash 
Treatment Facility 

Main transportation 
routesStock yards

Screening Facility Transport belt 
conveyors



Construction of Interim Storage FacilityInterim Storage 
Facility
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Transportation of Removed Soil and WasteInterim Storage 
Facility

⃝ Transportation of the soil and waste from Temporary Storage Sites (TSS) to the Interim Storage Facility (ISF) has been implemented mostly using 10-
ton dump trucks.

⃝ Transportation was commenced at the end of FY2014. In FY2023, removed soil and waste will be transported from 11 municipalities, and 
transportation of removed soil and waste generated in Specified Reconstruction and Revitalization Base Areas will also be promoted. Additionally, 
methods of transporting removed soil and waste directly to the ISF without going through a Temporary Storage Site will be considered.

⃝ Safe and secure transportation is being conducted through managing the whole amount of material to be transported and operation of trucks used for 
transportation, and conducting environmental monitoring, etc.

⃝ Approx. 13,750,000 m3 of removed soil and waste (including those in Restricted Areas) has been transported to the ISF (as of the end of December 
2023).
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Interim 
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Management and monitoring of transportation

⚫ Objects to be transported from Temporary Storage Sites are all managed 
centrally by the unit of storage container.

⚫ Positional information, etc. of trucks is ascertained on a real-time basis by the 
use of GPS or other means.

⚫ Instructions concerning schedule adjustments and route changes depending 
on circumstances.

Management of the whole amount of material to be transported

Management of operation of trucks used for transportation

Carrying-inCarrying-out

General administrator for transportation

General administrator for transportation

Interim Storage FacilityLoading site

The national 
government centrally 
conducts management.

Progress in transportation from 
respective municipalities 
(as of the end of December 2023)

Transportation

Transportation

*1 If any waste that needs to be transported is generated in the future, transportation will be resumed.
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(Figure) Outline of the "Technology Development Strategy for Volume Reduction & Recycling of the Removed Soil under Interim Storage"

Interim target (FY 2018) Strategy target (FY2024)

Prioritize and demonstrate  
classification technology development

Demonstrate other technology 
verification except classification Transition to actual project

Volume  of 
final disposal Volume  of 

final disposal Volume  of 
final disposal Volume  of 

final disposal

Volume of  
recycling

Volume of  
recycling

Volume of  
recycling

Study on combination of 
technologies for volume reduction

Select a technology / Study on 
method for the final disposal

Specify the method for 
the final disposal

Specify where to use recycled materials / Full-scale promotion for recycling

Summarize the basic concept of recycling / Implement demonstration and 
model projects/ Study on implementation policy and promotion / Publish 
and improve a guidance

Information dissemination regarding measures for volume reduction and recycling /Face to face dialogue, consensus building 
activities, etc. Establish necessary systems (cooperation with relevant organizations and human resource development)

(Source) Ministry of the Environment



Interim Storage 
Facility

Basic Concept for Safe Use of Removed Soil 
Processed into Recycled Materials
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✓ The additional exposure dose should be restricted below 1 
mSv/y during the construction.

✓ Radioactivity concentration recycling level of Cs-137 included in 
the soil is below 8,000 Bq/kg as a principle, and is set separately 
for each use.

✓ Shielding is installed to cover soil and prevent the leakage and 
scattering. 
The data is also recorded.

Proper Management

⃝ The Ministry of the Environment (MOE) released "Basic Concept" in June 2016 to realize the use of the 
removed soil under proper management after volume reduction and recycling materialization on the premise 
of securing radiation safety. 

⃝ According to a policy of Basic Concept, MOE implements demonstration and model projects, confirms 
radiation safety, studies specific management systems, while fostering understandings of public all over Japan 
and developing an environment towards full-scale recycling.

✓ The use of contaminated soil is to be limited to public project 
whose management entity and responsible system are clear such 
as basic structure of banking, which assumed not to change shape 
artificially for a long time.

E.g., coastal levees, seaside protection forests, embankment 
materials for roads, cover soil for waste disposal sites, landfill 
materials and filler for land development, and farmland for 
flowers and resource crops 

Limited Use 

Recycled 
materials

Thickness of 
covering soil

Covering soil should be designed to ensure the necessary thickness to confine the 
additional exposure dose, even under general repairing of a civil engineering structure.

Thickness allowable enough to conduct repairing
as a civil engineering structure Even if there is any cave-in or

collapse of slope, the thickness
of cover soil is ensured.

Thickness of covering soil
Safety margin


