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3Preface

Persistent organic pollutants (POPs), such as PCBs and DDT, are transferred across borders and are

accumulated in the bodies of living organisms.  As a result, POPs are causing pollution on a global scale.  For

example, they have been detected in the bodies of polar bears and seals.

In order to prevent global environmental pollution caused by such substances, the Stockholm

Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants was adopted in Stockholm in May 2001.  The Convention has an

objective of reducing or eliminating 12 types of POPs, such as PCBs, DDT and dioxins, through cooperation

with countries around the world.  Japanese Government seeks early access to the Convention and thereby the

early entry into force.

After the Convention is put into effect, it gets more important to make sure of its appropriate

implementation.  For that purpose, it will be necessary to monitor the levels of the POPs remaining in the

environment on a national, regional and global basis.  Thus, it will become more crucial to conduct

environmental surveys relating to POPs in every country and to share the survey results.

Triggered by the environmental pollution problems caused by PCBs, Ministry of the Environment of

Japan has systematically been carrying out a survey to determine the actual state of environmental pollution

caused by chemicals, including POPs, over a 30-year period.  This survey has clarified the year-to-year

changes in the concentration of several types of POPs in the environment in Japan.  The survey also identified

the concentration levels of 794 chemicals in the environment.  By including these, this survey has led to many

achievements.  Therefore, in the hope of contributing to international progress in measures to counter POPs,

we have developed this report and release it to the international community.

This report comprises three chapters.  Chapter 1 shows monitoring data on POPs, which are extracted

from the results of the survey to determine the actual state of environmental pollution caused by chemicals.

Chapter 2 and Chapter 3, respectively, are summaries of the survey results relating to chemicals other than

POPs and an outline of the survey to determine the actual state of environmental pollution caused by

chemicals.  In addition, in the CD-ROM version, technical guidelines relating to the monitoring of

environmental chemicals and so forth have been enclosed as appendix.  It would please us greatly if this report

were to be utilized as a reference material for measures relating to POPs.

In F.Y. 2002, Ministry of the Environment of Japan initiated higher-level environmental monitoring

of all the POPs covered by the Convention in order to contribute to its future effectiveness evaluation.  We

also plan to release information about new POPs monitoring activities as soon as we obtain the results of the

survey.

PREFACE

Dr. Soichiro IWAO

Director General
Environmental Health Department
Ministry of the Environment
Government of Japan
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MOE of Japan, introduced a "System of
Investigation of Chemical Substances in the Environment" in
1974 (see Chapter 3).  Under it, most of the 12 POPs in the
environment were surveyed in the past and, once they were
detected in the "General Inspection Survey of Chemical
Substances on Environmental Safety", the environmental

monitoring such as i) wildlife monitoring on fish, shellfish
and birds. ii) water and bottom sediment monitoring and the
"Follow-up Survey of the Pollution by Unintentionally
Formed Chemical Substances" have been made as a follow-
up (see Table 1.1-1). 

10 CHAPTER 1 : Environmental Survey and Monitoring of 12 Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) in Japan

1.1 Surveyed the 12 POPs

In 1974, Ministry of the Environment (i.e. MOE) of Japan introduced a “System of Investigation of Chemical
Substances in the Environment”.  Since then, a systematic environmental survey and monitoring on chemicals, including
persistent organic pollutants (i.e. POPs), have been carried out.

This Chapter describes the survey and monitoring results on 12 POPs that are designated in the Stockholm Convention
on the Persistent Organic Pollutants with their background information in Japan.

CHAPTER 1

ENVIRONMENTAL SURVEY 
AND MONITORING 
OF 12 PERSISTENT ORGANIC
POLLUTANTS (POPs) 
IN JAPAN



Note:
The survey and monitoring on PCDDs and PCDFs were conducted from F.Y.1989 to F.Y.1997 in this survey, however they
have been conducted in other surveys since F.Y.1998.

11CHAPTER 1 : Environmental Survey and Monitoring of 12 Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) in Japan

Table 1.1-1  POPs surveyed and/or monitored in the "Investigation of Chemical Substances in the
Environment"

Air Water
Bottom

Sediment Wildlife

Drins
(aldrin, dieldrin 

and endrin)

F.Y.1986-1998
(For dieldrin)

F.Y.1986-1998
(For dieldrin)

Since F.Y.1978
(For aldrin and endrin, 

F.Y.1978-1993)

Chlordanes 
(trans-chlordane,

cis-chlordane)

F.Y.1986 F.Y.1982
Since F.Y.1986

F.Y.1982
Since F.Y.1986

F.Y.1982 (fish only)
Since F.Y.1983

Heptachlor F.Y.1986 F.Y.1982 F.Y.1982 F.Y.1982 (fish only)

Toxaphene and mirex F.Y.1983 F.Y.1983

p,p’-DDT F.Y.1974
F.Y.1986-1998

F.Y.1974
Since F.Y.1986

F.Y.1974 (fish only)
Since F.Y.1978

HCB F.Y.1994,
F.Y.1999

F.Y.1974,
F.Y.1975,
F.Y.1978

F.Y.1986-1998

F.Y.1974,
F.Y.1975,
F.Y.1978

Since F.Y.1986

F.Y.1974-1975
Since F.Y.1978

PCBs F.Y.1997,
F.Y.1999,
F.Y.2000

F.Y.2000 F.Y.1996,
F.Y.1997,
F.Y.2000

Since F.Y.1978

PCDDs+PCDFs F.Y.1989-1997 F.Y.1989-1997
(fish and shellfish)



Table 1.2-1 shows the summary of the survey and monitoring results on the 12 POPs.

Air
HCB, trans- and cis-chlordane and PCBs were

detected in air. Only heptachlor was not detected.

Water
PCBs, dieldrin and HCB were detected in water,

although dieldrin and HCB were scarcely detected.
Heptachlor, trans- and cis-chlordane, p,p'-DDT, mirex and
toxaphene were not detected in water.

Sediment
Dieldrin, trans- and cis-chlordane, p,p'-DDT,

heptachlor, HCB, and PCDDs and PCDFs were detected in
bottom sediment.  Mirex and toxaphene were not detected.

Wildlife
Dieldrin, trans- and cis-chlordane, p,p'-DDT,

heptachlor, HCB, PCBs, and PCDDs and PCDFs were
detected in fish.  Aldrin and endrin were scarcely detected.

Dieldrin, trans- and cis-chlordane, p,p'-DDT, PCBs,
and PCDDs and PCDFs were detected in shellfish.  Aldrin
and HCB were not detected in shellfish.

Dieldrin, trans- and cis-chlordane, p,p'-DDT, HCB,
PCBs and PCDDs and PCDFs were detected in birds.  Aldrin
was detected only in F.Y.1978 and endrin was not detected. 

1.2 Summary of Survey and Monitoring Results 
on 12 POPs

12 CHAPTER 1 : Environmental Survey and Monitoring of 12 Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) in Japan
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medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A

 1 W

aldrin S

F nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd D
SF nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
B D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A D

 2 W nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

SF D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
B D D D D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A D
W nd D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

SF D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
B D D D D D D D D D D D D nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A

 3 W nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
pp'-DDT S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
SF D D D D D D D D D D D D D D nd nd nd D nd nd nd nd D
B D nd D D D D D D D D D nd D D D D D nd D D D

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A

 4 W nd nd nd D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
dieldrin S D D D D nd D D D D D D D D

F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
SF D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
B D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D nd D D

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A

 5 W

endrin S

F nd D D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
SF nd D D D D D D D D D D D D D
B nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

trans-
chlordane

cis-
chlordane

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A nd
 6 W nd
heptachlor S D

F D
SF

B

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D D
 7 W nd nd D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

HCB S nd D D nd D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

SF nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
B nd D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D nd D D

medium: A(Air), W(Surface Water), S(Bottom Sediment), F(Fish), SF(Shellfish), B(Birds)
symbol: D(measured and detected), nd(The substances were measured but not detected.)

Table 1.2-1  Summary of survey and monitoring results on the 12 POPs
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medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

 8 W nd
mirex S nd

F

SF

B

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

 9 W nd
toxaphene S nd

F

SF

B

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D D D
10 W D

PCBs S D D D
F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

SF D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
B D D D D D D D D D D D nd D D D D

D D D D D
D D D D D
D D D D D

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A

11 W
S D D D D D D D D D
F D D D D D D D D D

SF D D D D D nd D D

B

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A D D D
W D D D
S D D D
F D D D

SF D D D
B D D D

GW D D D
Soil D D D

Farm D D D
Crops D D D

Wildlife D D D
medium: A(Air), W(Surface Water), S(Bottom Sediment), F(Fish), SF(Shellfish), B(Birds), GW(Ground Water)

symbol: D(measured and detected), nd(The substances were measured but not detected.)

Dioxins
(PCDDs+
PCDFs)

Dioxins
(PCDDs+
PCDFs+
Co-PCBs)



(1) Characteristics
Aldrin is a yellow brown to dark brown solid at

normal temperature with slight chemical smell.  It is very
little soluble in water, but soluble in a variety of solvents.  It
is stable to strong alkali, however it can be mixed with
alkaline emulsifiers and diluents.  

It stimulates the central nerve system and causes
vomiting, hyperexcitability, convulsion, coma and at last
respiratory paralysis to death.  Chronically, it gives rise to
loss of appetite, weight loss and degeneration of liver.  In
animal experiments, increase of cancer and manifestation of
reproduction toxicity and teratogenicity in next generation are
reported.

(2) Regulatory status and historical production and uses
1) Regulatory status 

In Japan, aldrin was used as an agricultural pesticide
to control pests in the soil, however, the registration under the
Agricultural Chemicals Regulation Law was withdrawn in
1975, and since then, the use as agricultural pesticides has
been prohibited.  Aldrin was also designated in 1981 as
“Class 1 Specified Chemical Substance” under the Law
concerning the Examination and Regulation of Manufacture,
etc., of Chemical Substances (hereinafter referred to as the
“Chemical Substances Control Law”), whereby its production
and use as industrial chemicals were in principle prohibited.

2) Historical production and use
The technical grade of active ingredient of aldrin

was never manufactured in Japan, but imported from
overseas.  The volume of the imported aldrin during the
period from 1958 through 1972 was summarized in Fig.
1.3.1-1.  During this period, the accumulated volume of the
imported technical grade of active ingredient of aldrin

amounted to 2,500 tons.

From the registration of agricultural chemicals as of
1970, it is known that 24 kinds of aldrin dust formulations
and 4 kinds of emulsifiable concentrates and some mixtures
with other ingredients used to be sold. 

1.3 Individual POPs

1.3.1 Aldrin
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Year

Import [kg]

Fig. 1.3.1-1  Import of aldrin (technical grade of active ingredient)

Source:  Japan Plant Protection Association, The Handbook on Agricultural Chemicals (1958-1973)

Laws

The Water Pollution Control Law

The Chemical Substances Control Law

The Agricultural Chemicals Regulation Law

Status of aldrin

Its effluent is not regulated.

It was designated as "Class 1 Specified Chemical
Substance" in 1981.

Its registration was withdrawn in 1975.



(3) Environmental status
Aldrin in wildlife had been monitored during the

period from F.Y.1978 through F.Y.1993 except F.Y.1990 and
F.Y.1992.  Aldrin was not detected in fish, shellfish and birds
with two exceptions of the fish data in F.Y.1993 (the
detection range : 0.001 – 0.002 �g/g-wet, the detected
frequency : 4 out of 70 samples) and the birds data in

F.Y.1978 (the detected concentration : 0.002 �g/g-wet, the
detected frequency : 1 out of 7 samples) as shown in Table
1.3.1-1.

16 CHAPTER 1 : Environmental Survey and Monitoring of 12 Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) in Japan

1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 detection range

Fish 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 4/
30 40 50 46 50 45 55 60 55 65 65 65 70 70

0.001 - 0.002 �g/g-wet (in F.Y.1993)

Shellfish 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
10 15 15 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 21 30 30

Birds 1/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0.002 �g/g-wet (in F.Y.1978)
7 6 8 9 9 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10

Table 1.3.1-1  Detected frequency and detection range of aldrin

Detection Limit: 0.001 �g/g-wet



(1) Characteristics
Chlordane has another nomenclature, “octachlor”,

with the molecular formula of C10H6Cl8. Pure chlordane is a
colorless and odorless liquid.  It is soluble in a number of
organic solvents, but not in water.  Like other insecticides, it
is decomposable with alkalis. 

There exist at least eight stereoisomers of chlordane
theoretically.  In commercial production for industrial use, it
normally contains � and � isomers by around 20%
respectively, but it is practically a complex compound with
other ingredients of heptachlor (approx. 10%), nonachlor
(approx. 7%) etc.

Its toxicity to human and the environment is said to be at the
same level as DDT.

(2) Regulatory status and historical production and uses
1) Regulatory status

Chlordane was once registered as an agricultural
pesticide in 1950 under the Agricultural Chemicals
Regulation Law, however the registration was withdrawn in
1968.  It was also designated in 1986 as “Class 1 Specified
Chemical Substance” under the Chemical Substances Control
Law.

2) Historical production and uses
(a) Pesticides

Chlordane was synthesized in 1945 for the first time
in the United States and used as an insecticide in many
countries of the world.  In Japan it was used as an insecticide
for agricultural use, termite control agent and insect control
treatment for wood, and among them, the termite control and
wood treatment were the major uses of chlordane.

a) Agricultural pesticides
Chlordane was commercialized in the form of

emulsifiable concentrates, dust formulations and mixtures
with BHC etc. in 1970, but there were not so many kinds of
products on the market.

The technical grade of active ingredient of chlordane
was never manufactured in Japan. They were imported from
overseas.  Fig. 1.3.2-1 shows the volume of imported
chlordane (technical grade of active ingredient) as raw
material for agricultural pesticides.  The accumulated volume
of the imported chlordane during the period from 1958
through 1970 amounted to 262 tons.

1.3.2 Chlordane
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Fig. 1.3.2-1  Import of chlordane (technical grade of active ingredient) for use of agricultural pesticides 

Source:  Japan Plant Protection Association, The Handbook on Agricultural Chemicals (1958-1973)

Laws

The Air Pollution Control Law

The Water Pollution Control Law

The Chemical Substances Control Law

The Agricultural Chemicals Regulation Law

Status of chlordane

There is no emission control for it.  Although it is cited on the "List of
Substances Likely to be Harmful Air Pollutants" (234 substances) of
the Environment Agency, it is not covered by "Priority Substances"
(22 substances).

Its effluent is not regulated.

It was designated as "Class 1 Specified Chemical Substance" in 1986.

Its registration was withdrawn in 1968.



b) Termite control agent 
The history of use of chlordane for termite control is shown in Table 1.3.2-1.

Even after the registration as an agricultural
pesticide was withdrawn in 1968, the use of chlordane as a
termite control agent increased, and the import showed a

remarked hike.  As shown in Fig.1.3.2-2, 1000 – 2000 tons of
chlordane was imported annually in the 1980s.

(4) Environmental status
In the environmental survey conducted in F.Y.1982,

when 8 types of chlordane were targeted, 5 of them (trans-
chlordane, cis-chlordane, trans-nonachlor, cis-nonachlor and
oxychlordane) were detected with high frequencies.  After
that, the wildlife monitoring has been carried out on these 5
chlordanes.  The monitoring of water and bottom sediment on
them was conducted during the period from F.Y.1986 through
F.Y.1998.  The trans- and cis-chlordane in air were surveyed
only in F.Y.1986.

Fig. 1.3.2-3 and 1.3.2-4 show the detected frequency
and the detection range of trans- chlordane and cis-chlordane,
respectively.

Air
In F.Y.1986, both trans- and cis-chlordane were

detected with the detection ranges of 0.40 – 8.5 ng/m3 for

trans-chlordane and 0.43 – 5.0 ng/m3 for cis-chlordane.  Their
detected frequencies were 33/73, and 18/73, respectively.

Water and bottom sediment
trans-chlordane was never detected in water.

Neither cis-chlordane was detected with the exception of the
F.Y.1986 data, which showed 1/17 of the detected frequency
and 0.01 �g/rof the detected concentration.    

They were detected in bottom sediment in each
survey.  Their detected frequencies decreased year by year.
The detection ranges were 0.54 – 75 ng/g-dry for trans-
chlordane and 0.2 – 51 ng/g-dry for cis-chlordane.

Wildlife
Both trans- and cis-chlordane were detected in fish

and shellfish.  These detected frequencies in fish were still
high, although they were decreased year by year. The
detection range of trans-chlordane was 0.001 – 0.069 �g/g-
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Year

1955 - 1964 • It grew to have the market share of 90% in the area of termite control agent
    due to the prohibition of other chloride type competitive products.

• Attention was paid to the problems such as pollution of well water with
1975 - 1984     termite control agent.

• Formulations containing 6% or more chlordane technical materials were
1978    designated as Delecterious Substance.

• It was designated as Class 1 Specified Chemical Substance under 
1986     the Chemical Substances Control Law.

History of Use

Table 1.3.2-1  History of use of chlordane for termite control
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Fig. 1.3.2-2  Import of chlordane (technical grade of active ingredient) for use of termite control agent

Source: Ministry of Finance, Japan Trade Monthly (1980-1986).  
Note : These figures contain heptachlor and aldrin as well as chlordane.



wet and the one of cis-chlordane was 0.001 – 0.053 �g/g-wet.
The detection range was 0.001 – 0.024 �g/g-wet of trans-
chlordane and 0.001 – 0.053 �g/g-wet of cis-chlordane.

trans-chlordane was detected in birds between
F.Y.1983 and F.Y.1986.  However, it has never been detected
since F.Y.1987.  The detection range was 0.001 – 0.002 �g/g-

wet as a whole.
cis-chlordane was detected in birds between

F.Y.1983 and F.Y.1994.  However, it has never detected since
F.Y.1997.  The detection range was 0.002 – 0.021 �g/g-wet
as a whole.
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Fig. 1.3.2-3  Detected frequency and detection range of trans-chlordane 

Detection Limit: 0.4 ng/m3

Detection Limit(F.Y.1986-): 0.01 �g/r

Detection Limit(F.Y.1986-): 1 ng/g-dry

Detection Limit(F.Y.1983-): 0.001 �g/g-wet

(A) Air

(B) Surface Water

(C) Bottom Sediment

(D) Wildlife

Note : 
• Symbols (   ,   ,   ) show the

median values of all measured
values.

• The vertical lines show the
detection ranges.
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(1) Characteristics
Pure DDT is a white and odorless needle crystal.  It

is very slightly soluble in water, but soluble in organic
solvents such as benzene, acetone and ether.  There are
isomers of DDT, however p, p’-DDT is the only one that are
covered under the Stockholm Convention.  DDT is relatively
stable to heat, and decomposes very little due to sunlight, so
that the toxicity lasts long after application.  It decomposes in
the presence of alkali and iron or aluminum salts, resulting in
loss of effect.

DDT is a neurological toxin. Its toxicity to humans and the

environment is not harsh.  But it shows high insecticidal
activity, and relatively high toxicity to fish.

(2) Regulatory status and historical production and uses
1) Regulatory status

DDT’s registration under the Agricultural Chemicals
Regulation Law was withdrawn in 1971, and since then, the
commercial production and sale of DDT as an agricultural
pesticide has been prohibited.  DDT was also designated in
1981 as “Class 1 Specified Chemical Substance” under the
Chemical Substances Control Law, whereby its production
and use have in principle been banned.

2) Historical production and uses
DDT was an organochlorine insecticide developed in

1938.  In Japan, it was used for sanitary pest control in large
quantities just after the World War 2 , and afterwards
commercialized for agricultural use.  The manufacture of
DDT in Japan started in 1945.  The manufacture was
continued until 1970, and the accumulated production of
DDT amounted to as much as 45,000 tons.

(a) Agricultural pesticide
A variety of formulations containing DDT were

manufactured in an overwhelmingly many kinds and number
of products as compared with the other pesticides called “drin
insecticides”.  

The domestic shipping of DDT (technical grade of
active ingredient) for pesticide from 1958 through 1970 is
shown in Fig.1.3.3-1.  The accumulated domestic shipping of
DDT (technical grade of active ingredient) from 1958 through
1970 amounted to 21,700 tons.
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Fig. 1.3.3-1  Domestic shipping of DDT (technical grade of active ingredient) 

1.3.3 DDT

Source:  Japan Plant Protection Association, The Handbook on Agricultural Chemicals (1958-1973)

Laws

The Water Pollution Control Law

The Chemical Substances Control Law

The Agricultural Chemicals Regulation Law

Status of DDT

Its effluent is not regulated.

It was designated as "Class 1 Specified Chemical
Substance" in 1981.

Its registration was withdrawn in 1971.



(b) Sanitary pest control
DDT and Lindane (�-BHC) were exclusively used as

an insecticide for epidemic prevention.  The use of DDT as an
insecticide for communicable disease control began just after
the end of the World War2. In those days, aerial application
of 10% dust formulations and blow of dust into cuffs and
necks were conducted for the prevention of an epidemic
louse-borne typhus, and 5% oil solution was also sprayed on
the wall of houses.  The single formulations and their

mixtures had prevailed on the market until the permission of
manufacture of Dieldrin was issued in December 1955.

DDT was manufactured as a quasi-drug under the
Pharmaceutical Affairs Law in the forms of dust formulation,
liquid formulation and emulsifiable concentrate.  The
production level from 1957 through 1971 is shown in
Fig.1.3.3-2.  After the prohibition of the manufacture and
import of DDT and other organochlorine insecticides in 1971,
its production decreased in the 1970s.

(4) Environmental status 
In F.Y.1974, the survey of water, bottom sediment

and fish on p,p’-DDT was conducted in the "General
Inspection Survey of Chemical Substances on Environmental
Safety".  The wildlife monitoring on p,p’-DDT has been
carried out since F.Y.1978.  The monitoring of water and
bottom sediment on DDT has also been conducted since1986.
p,p’-DDT in air has not been surveyed yet.  The detected
frequency and the detection range of p,p’-DDT are shown in
Fig. 1.3.3-3.

Water and Bottom sediment
p,p’-DDT was never detected in water.  On the other

hand, in the bottom sediment, it was detected through the
whole surveys.  The detected frequency decreased from 4/17
(in F.Y.1986) - 2/12 (in F.Y.2000).  The detection range was
1.0 - 20 ng/g-dry.

Wildlife
p,p’-DDT has been detected in many samples of fish,

shellfish and birds.
The detected frequency for fish in F.Y.2000 was

16/69.  The detection range was 0.001 – 0.095 �g/g-wet.

p,p’-DDT was detected in shellfish between
F.Y.1978 and F.Y.1991.  After F.Y.1992, it was scarcely
detected.  The detected frequency decreased from 10/10 (in

F.Y.1978) to 0/30 (in F.Y.1999).  The detection range was
0.001 – 0.01 �g/g-wet as a whole.

p,p’-DDT was detected in many samples of birds.
The detected frequency decreased from 8/8 (in F.Y.1980) to
0/10 (in F.Y.1997).  The detection range was 0.001 – 0.043
�g/g-wet.
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Fig. 1.3.3-2  Production of insecticides containing DDT

Source: Ministry of Health and Welfare, The Annual Statistics of Pharmaceutical Industry (1958-1972)
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(1) Characteristics
Dieldrin, with the structure of further oxidized

aldrin, is a yellowish brown to light brown substance in dry
flakes at ordinary temperatures.  It is slightly soluble in
petroleum solvents, and easily soluble in aromatic solvents
and hydrochloric solvents.  As it is stable to alkali and its
vapor pressure is low, dieldrin has a high potential of residual
tendency in the environment.

Dieldrin is also stronger in residual effect and the
toxicity towards fish is also stronger than aldrin.

(2) Regulatory status and production and uses in Japan
1) Regulatory status

The registration under the Agricultural Chemicals
Regulation Law was withdrawn in 1975, and since then, the
commercial production and sale of dieldrin as an agricultural
pesticide has been prohibited.  Dieldrin was designated in
1981 as “Class 1 Specified Chemical Substance” under the
Chemical Substances Control Law, whereby its production
and use were in principle prohibited.

2) Historical production and uses
Dieldrin has a wide range of applications.  It was

used both for agricultural use and sanitary insects control in
Japan.

(a) Agricultural pesticide
Dieldrin was used mainly in the form of dust

formulations and emulsifiable concentrates, and there are
found 8 kinds and 9 kinds of dieldrin respectively registered
as of 1970.

The technical grade of active ingredient of dieldrin
was never manufactured in Japan, but imported from  the
United Kingdom.  The import of dieldrin (technical grade of
active ingredient) during the period from 1958 through 1972
is shown in Fig. 1.3.4-1.  During the period, the accumulated
volume of imported dieldrin (technical grade of active
ingredient) amounted to 683 tons.

1.3.4 Dieldrin
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Fig. 1.3.4-1  Import of dieldrin (technical grade of active ingredient)

Source: Japan Plant Protection Association, The Handbook on Agricultural Chemicals (1958-1973)

Laws

The Water Pollution Control Law

The Chemical Substances Control Law

The Agricultural Chemicals Regulation Law

Status of dieldrin

Its effluent is not regulated.

It was designated as "Class 1 Specified Chemical
Substance" in 1981.

Its registration was withdrawn in 1975.



(b) Sanitary pest control
Dieldrin was used for sanitary pest control to

exterminate cockroaches, mosquitoes (wrigglers and adult
mosquitoes) flies, bedbugs and fleas.  The ingredients of
dieldrin formulations used for sanitary pest control were
mainly as follows:

• Dieldrin emulsifiable concentrate (concentration of
dieldrin: 18.5%) ;

• Dieldrin wettable powder (concentration of dieldrin: 50%)
; and

• Dieldrin dust formulation (concentration of dieldrin:
2.4%).

Dieldrin was also used for pest control treatment of
wooden-frame buildings as well as pestproof finishing of
woods and textiles.

The production of dieldrin-containing solution
(liquid, dust formulation and emulsifiable concentrate) used
for sanitary pest control as a quasi-drug is shown in
Fig.1.3.4-2.

(4) Environmental status
The wildlife monitoring has been carried out since

F.Y.1978 except F.Y.1997 and F.Y.1999.  The monitoring of
water and bottom sediment was conducted from F.Y.1986 to
F.Y.1998.  The air monitoring has not been conducted yet.
Fig. 1.3.4-3 shows the detected frequency and the detection
range of dieldren.

Water and Bottom sediment
Dieldrin was not detected in water with an exception

of the 1989 data, which showed that the detected frequency
was 1/3 and the concentration was 0.011 �g/r.  On the other
hand, dieldren was detected in bottom sediment.  The
detected frequency was very low such as 1/17 or 1/12 and the
detection range was 1.0 – 9.2 ng/g-dry as a whole.

Wildlife
Dieldrin was detected in fish, shellfish and birds,

within an exception of birds data in F.Y.1994. 
The detected frequency for fish decreased from

22/30 in F.Y.1978 to 10/70 in F.Y.2000.  The detection range
was 0.001 – 0.046 �g/g-wet. 

The detected frequency for shellfish also decreased
from 5/10 in F.Y.1978 to 5/30 in F.Y.2000.  The detection
range was 0.001 – 0.685 �g/g-wet.

The detected frequency for birds also decreased from
6/6 in F.Y.1979 to 2/10 in F.Y.2000.  The detection range was
0.001 – 0.124 �g/g-wet.  It became lower year by year.

As for dieldrin, both the detected frequency and the
detection level are considered to be lowering in these days.  
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Fig. 1.3.4-2  Production of dieldrin for use of sanitary pest control 

Source: Ministry of Health and Welfare, The Annual Statistics of Pharmaceutical Industry (1958-1963)
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(1) Characteristics
Endrin is an isomer of dieldrin.  Like dieldrin, it has

a long residual effect at the same level as DDT.  It is stable to
acids and alkalis, and miscible with many other chemicals as
is the case with dieldrin.  It is sparingly soluble in water but is
soluble in organic solvents.

Endrin is said to be the harshest in toxicity to
humans and the environment among the drin insecticides.  

(2) Regulatory status and historical production and uses
1) Regulatory status 

The registration under the Agricultural Chemicals
Regulation Law was withdrawn in 1976, and since then, the
commercial production and sale of endrin as an agricultural
pesticide has been prohibited.  It was also designated in 1981
as “Class 1 Specified Chemical Substance” under the
Chemical Substances Control Law, whereby its production
and use had in principle been prohibited.

2) Historical production and uses
Endrin was used for pest control for fruit trees and

vegetables as a pesticide.  Because of its strong fish-toxicity,
it was prohibited from use at paddy fields.

Endrin has never been produced in Japan.  It was
exclusively imported as technical grade of active ingredient
from overseas.  The import of endrin as technical grade of
active ingredient is shown in Fig.1.3.5-1.  During the period

from 1958 through 1972, the accumulated volume of
imported endrin as technical grade of active ingredient
amounted to about 1,500 tons, with the annual import of more
than 150 tons at its peak in the 1960s.

According to the registration of agricultural
chemicals, it is known that as of 1970 there existed 20 kinds
of emulsifiable concentrates, dust formulations and mixed
formulations with DDT.

1.3.5 Endrin
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Fig. 1.3.5-1  Import of endrin (technical grade of active ingredient)

Source:  Japan Plant Protection Association, The Handbook on Agricultural Chemicals (1958-1973)

Laws

The Water Pollution Control Law

The Chemical Substances Control Law

The Agricultural Chemicals Regulation Law

Status of endrin

Its effluent is not regulated.

It was designated as "Class 1 Specified Chemical
Substance" in 1981.

Its registration was withdrawn in 1976.



(4) Environmental status
Endrin in wildlife was monitored from F.Y.1978

through F.Y.1993 except F.Y.1990 and F.Y.1992. 

As shown in Fig. 1.3.5-2, endrin was mainly
detected in shellfish.  Concerning fish, endrin was detected
only in F.Y.1979 and F.Y.1980.  The F.Y.1979 data shows
that the detected frequency was 7/40 with the detection range
of 0.001 – 0.002 �g/g-wet.  The F.Y.1980 data show that the
detected frequency was 1/50 with the concentration of 0.004
�g/g-wet.

Concerning shellfish, endrin was detected every

fiscal year except F.Y.1978.  For example, the detected
frequency in F.Y.2000 was 5/30.  The detection range
decreased year by year.  It was 0.001 – 0.162 �g/g-wet as a
whole. 
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Fig. 1.3.5-2  Detected frequency and detection range of endrin
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(1) Characteristics
Heptachlor is stable and resistant to heat.  It is very

slightly soluble in water, but soluble in organic solvents.  The
technical grade of active ingredient of heptachlor for
industrial use is a white crystal with 72% purity.  The
remaining 28% comprises mainly chlordane.

It is said that heptachlor has slightly higher toxicity
to humans and the environment than DDT.

(2) Regulatory status and historical production and uses
1) Regulatory status

The registration under the Agricultural Chemicals
Regulation Law was withdrawn in 1975, and since then, the
commercial production and sale of heptachlor as an
agricultural pesticide has been prohibited.  “Chlordanes”
including heptachlor together with chlordane was designated
in 1986 as “Class 1 Specified Chemical Substance” under the
Chemical Substances Control Law, whereby the production
and use of heptachlor had in principle been prohibited.

2) Historical production and uses
Heptachlor was effective for pests in the soil.  In

Japan, it was used as an agricultural insecticide for pest
control in the fields in great quantities.  It was also used as a
termite control agent.

(a) Pesticides
The technical grade of active ingredient of

heptachlor has never been manufactured commercially in
Japan.  It was imported from overseas.  The import of

heptachlor (technical grade of active ingredient) during the
period from 1958 through 1972 is shown in Fig.1.3.6-1.  The
accumulated volume of imported heptachlor (technical grade
of active ingredient) during the period amounted to 1,500
tons.  However, it has not been imported since 1973 with the
last import of 71.3 tons in 1972. 

Source:  Japan Plant Protection Association, The Handbook on Agricultural Chemicals edited by (1958-1973)

1.3.6 Heptachlor
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Fig. 1.3.6-1  Import of heptachlor (technical grade of active ingredient)

Laws

The Water Pollution Control Law

The Chemical Substances Control Law

The Agricultural Chemicals Regulation Law

Status of heptachlor

Its effluent is not regulated.

It was designated as "Class 1 Specified Chemical
Substance" in 1986.

Its registration was withdrawn in 1975.



As of 1970, as agricultural pesticides, 11 kinds of
dust formulations, 7 kinds of emulsifiable concentrates, 5
kinds of granular formulations and mixed formulations with
DDT were registered.

(b) Termite control agent
Heptachlor was used as a termite control agent along

with chlordane.  As described in the section on “Chlordane”
(See Fig.1.3.2-2), chlordane for industrial use contained
around 10% of heptachlor.

(4) Environmental status
The environmental survey was conducted on the

monitoring of water, bottom sediment and fish in F.Y.1982.

Heptachlor in air was monitored in F.Y.1986.  The detected
frequency and the detection range are shown in Table. 1.3.6-1.

Heptachlor was detected in bottom sediment and
fish.  The detection range for bottom sediment was 0.2 – 3.7
ng/g-dry and the detection range for fish was 0.001 – 0.010
�g/g-wet.  The detected frequencies for bottom sediment and
fish were 14 out of 87 samples and 9 out of 110 samples,
respectively. 
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A/B*

medium 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986
air 0/

73
surface water

sediment

fish 0/
125

shellfish 14/
87

bird 9/
110

* Note:  A;Number of detected sample   B;Number of total sample

Detection range

medium unit detection range

sediment ng/g-dry

�g/g-wet

0.3�1.2 (in F.Y.1982)

0.001�0.01 (in F.Y.1982)fish

Table 1.3.6-1  Detected frequency and detection range of heptachlor

Detection Limit: Air(1 ng/m3), Surface Water(5 ng/r), Bottom Sediment(0.2 ng/g-dry), Fish(1 ng/g-wet)



(1) Characteristics
HCB is an organochlorine compound with relative

high vapor pressure compared with dioxins.  It is insoluble in
water, but fat-soluble, and has high bioaccumulation.  It is
white crystal powder or needle crystal at normal temperature
and pressure, and has weak odor.

Its commercial products for industrial use have the
purity of about 98%, and contain pentachlorobenzene and
1,2,4,5-tetrachlorobenzene etc. as impurities.  It is chemically
stable, but gradually decomposes by ultraviolet light.
In its animal experiments, carcinogenicity, tumorigenicity and
teratogenicity are reported, and it is also susceptible to
carcinogenicity to humans.  It shows medium toxicity by oral
intake.

(2) Regulatory status, historical production and the
emmission
1) Regulatory status

In Japan, HCB has never been registered as an
agricultural pesticide under the Agricultural Chemicals
Regulation Law.  It was designated in 1979 as “Class 1
Specified Chemical Substance” under the Chemical
Substances Control Law, whereby its production and use have
in principle been prohibited.

1) Historical production and uses
It is thought that more than 90% of its domestic use

was a raw material for synthesizing pentachlorophenol (PCP)
that was used as wood preservative, weed-killer, and
fungicide.  It is estimated that its annual demand was 4,000
tons at its peak.

2) Emission
Besides i) the emissions of HCB derived from the

products containing HCB as impurities, there are two types of
unintentional emissions; ii) one from heating process where
organism and chlorine are used and iii) the other is from other
processes.
(i) Emission derived from products 

• HCB as a product
• Impurity in the pesticide

(ii) Unintentional emission from heating processes using
organism and chlorine

• Incinerators of municipal wastes, hazardous wastes,
hospital wastes or sewage sludge (including complex
incinerators)

• Cement calcinating furnaces where hazardous wastes are
burned

• Pulp manufacturing where chlorine or chemicals
producing chlorine is used for bleaching.

• Heating process in metallurgical industry (secondary
refining of copper, aluminum, zinc, and steel sintering
furnace)

1.3.7 Hexachlorobenzene (HCB)
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Laws

The Air Pollution Control Law

The Water Pollution Control Law

The Chemical Substances Control Law

The Agricultural Chemicals Regulation Law

Status of HCB

Although it is cited on the "List of Substances Likely
to be Harmful Air Pollutants" of Ministry of the
Environment (234 substances), it is not classified in
"Priority Substances" (22 substances).

Its effluent is not regulated.

It was designated as "Class 1 Specified Chemical
Substance" in 1979.

There is no registration.
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(iii) Unintentional emission from other processes
• Incineration at other places than wastes incinerators
• Heating processes of other sources than metallurgical

industry
• Source of combustion at households
• Facilities where fossil fuels are burned, and industrial

boilers.
• Facilities where biomass fuels such as wood, are burned.
• Manufacture of other chemical substances (particularly,

chlorophenol and chloranil)
• Crematorium
• Automobiles (particularly, those burning lead additive

gasoline)
• Animal demolition wastes treatment
• Dyeing with chloranile and finish by alkaline extraction of

textile and leather
• Crushing facilities of used cars
• Roasting of copper cables
• Waste oil treatment facilities

(5) Environmental status
Fig. 1.3.7-1 shows the detected frequency and the

detection range of HCB.

Air
HCB was detected both in F.Y.1994 and F.Y.1999.

The detected frequency was 8/24 in F.Y.1994 and 39/39 in
F.Y.1999.  The detection range was 1.1 – 3.5 ng/m3 in
F.Y.1994 and 0.013 – 1.1 ng/m3 in F.Y.1999.

Water and Bottom sediment
HCB was not detected in water with an exception of

the F.Y.1978 data, which showed that the detected frequency
was 6/78 and the detection range was 0.0016 – 0.0045 �g/r.

In the bottom sediment monitoring, it was detected
except F.Y.1974 and F.Y.1986.  The detected frequency
decreased from 63/76 in F.Y.1976 to 1/17 in F.Y.2000.  The
detection range was 0.12 – 153 ng/g-dry, and it decreased
year by year.

Wildlife
HCB was detected in fish and birds but not detected

in shellfish.  The detected frequency for fish varies from
104/105 in F.Y.1978 to 7/69 in F.Y. 2000.  The detection
range was 0.001 – 0.0126 �g/g-wet .

The detected frequency for birds was 5/10 in
F.Y.2000 with the detection range of 0.001 – 0.059 �g/g-wet.
The level of detected concentrations for HCB has become
low.  
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(1) Characteristics
Mirex is stable and resistant to heat, therefore, it was

used as a flame retardant and insecticide in the United States.
It shows toxicity by oral intake, and medium toxicity by
aspiration and skin contact.

(2) Regulatory status and historical production and uses
1) Regulatory status

There is no regulation on production and uses of
mirex.

2) Historical production and uses
Mirex was used as a flame retardant and an

insecticide in the United States.  It has, however, not been
produced or used in Japan.

(3) Environmental status 
Mirex in water and bottom sediment was surveyed in

F.Y.1983.  Mirex was not detected in water (27 samples from
9 areas) and bottom sediment (27 samples from 9 areas).

1.3.8 Mirex
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(1) Characteristics
Toxaphene is a compound obtained through

chlorination of terpene or terpene mixtures, that are, soluble
in organic solvents.  It has rather slow-acting properties as a
pesticide.  

Toxaphene is absorbed from both digestive canal
and skin, demonstrating toxicity to humans and the
environment.

(2) Regulatory status and historical production and uses
1) Regulatory status

There is currently no regulation on production and
uses of toxaphene.

2) Historical production and use 
Toxaphene was used mainly for pest control in raw

cotton cultivation in the United States.  It has not been
produced or used in Japan.

(3) Environmental status
Toxaphene in water and bottom sediment was

surveyed for the detection of toxaphene in F.Y.1983, but
toxaphene was not detected in water (33 samples from 11
areas) or bottom sediment (33 samples from 11 areas).

1.3.9 Toxaphene
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2) Historical production and uses 
PCBs were used as insulating oil for electric devices

such as transformers and condensers, heating medium for heat
exchangers, and ink for pressure sensitive copying paper,
plastic materials, paints and other applications.  

In Japan, the impact of PCBs started around 1950 by
the electric industry, followed by domestic production in
1954.  As shown in Table 1.3.10-1, it had been produced in
Japan with the volume of 58,787 tons up to 1972 when an
administrative guidance that requested suspension of

production was issued.  There is an estimate that about 54000
tons had been used domestically, and that among them,
37,156 tons were used as insulating oil for transformers,
condensers and other electric devices, 8,585 tons for heating
medium, 5,350 tons for pressure sensitive papers and 2,910
tons for other open type uses such as plastic materials and
paints.
(Source: Masakatsu Hiraoka, Environmental Management,
Vol.38, No.3, pp201, 2002)

Table1.3.10-2 shows the survey results on the storage
situation of PCBs containing wastes in F.Y.1998.

(1) Characteristics
PCBs are insoluble in water, but soluble in organic

solvents interchangeably.  Since PCBs have a high insulating
property, a good stability, heat resistance, tackiness and
expandability, they were used as insulating oil for
transformers and condensers, heating medium for industrial
processes, and pressure sensitive paper, etc. 

PCBs assume various appearances ranging from oily
liquid to white crystalline solid.  They have low
biodegradability, high bioaccumulation and chronic toxicity
to the environment.

There are 209 different isomers of PCBs dependent
on the number and bonding links of chlorine.  Out of them,

there are 14 kinds of PCBs with coplanar structures called
“coplanar PCBs”.  As the 12 kinds of PCBs out of the 14
kinds of coplanar PCBs have the same level of toxicity as
PCDDs and PCDFs, those coplanar PCBs with PCDDs and
PCDFs added are grouped and defined as “dioxins” under the
Low Concerning Special Measures against Dioxins.

(2) Regulatory status and historical production and uses
1) Regulatory status

PCBs were designated in 1981 as “ Class 1 Specified
Chemical Substance” under the Chemical Substances Control
Law, whereby its production and use were in principle
prohibited.

1.3.10 Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)
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Laws

The Air quality standard

The Water Pollution Control Law

The Waste Disposal and Public Cleaning Law

The Law for the Promotion of Environmentally
Sound Destruction of PCB Waste (Promulgated
in June 2001 and enforced in July 2001)

The Chemical Substances Control Law

Status of PCBs

Tentative air quality standard: 0.5 �g/m3

Tentative emission standard for exhaust combustion gas: 0.25 mg/m3 (average 0.15 mg/m3)
In case of liquid PCBs incineration: 0.15/m3 (average 0.1 mg/m3)

The water quality standard: Not to be detected. (Detection limit: 0.0005 mg/r)
The effluent standard: 0.003 mg/r

PCBs or PCBs-containing substance was designated as Special Management Waste. (1992)

Disposed PCBs wastes were designated as Special Management Waste. (1997)

Technical criteria for the disposal of electric devices using PCBs as Special Management
General Wastes or waste PCBs and PCBs-contaminating substances as Special Management
Industrial Wastes, and for the collection/transport and final disposal of disposed PCBs are
provided for.

Effluent standard for the water quality discharged from final disposal sites: 0.003 mg/r

It was obligated to locate PCBs disposal facility within 5 years of, and to complete the disposal
of PCBs wastes within 15 years of, the enforcement of the said law.

It was designated as "Class 1 Specified Chemical Substance" in 1974.



(4) Environmental status
As for PCBs, the wildlife monitoring has been

carried out since F.Y.1978, and also PCBs in air were
surveyed in F.Y.1997, 1999 and 2000 and PCBs in bottom
sediment were done in F.Y.1996, 1997 and 2000. 

PCBs in water were done in F.Y.2000.  Fig.1.3.10-1
shows the detected frequency and the detection range of total
PCBs. 

Air
The detected frequency was 63/63 in F.Y.1997,

48/48 in F.Y.1999 and 21/21 in F.Y.2000.  The detection
range was 0.044 – 2.3 ng/m3 as a whole.

Water and Bottom sediment
The detected frequency for water was 30/30 with the

detection range of 0.095 – 8.4 ng/r .
The detected frequency for sediment was 16/36 in

F.Y.1996, 17/40 in F.Y.1997 and 38/38 in F.Y.2000.  The
detection range was 0.042 – 750 ng/g as a whole.

Wildlife
PCBs were detected in fish, shellfish and birds.  The

detection range was 0.01 – 2.1 �g/g-wet in fish, 0.01– 0.11
�g/g-wet in shellfish and 0.01 – 8.9 �g/g-wet in birds.  
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insulating oil
thermal
medium

carbonless
duplicating

paper
others total

1953 - 20 - - - - - -
1954 200 30 - 200 - - - 200
1955 450 30 - 430 20 - - 450
1956 500 30 - 430 50 - 20 500
1957 870 - - 760 80 - 30 870
1958 880 - - 740 100 - 40 880
1959 1,260 - - 1,060 120 - 80 1,260
1960 1,640 - - 1,320 170 - 150 1,640
1961 2,220 - - 1,860 180 - 180 2,220
1962 2,190 3 100 1,640 240 10 200 2,090
1963 1,810 37 100 1,270 240 30 170 1,710
1964 2,670 8 40 1,920 400 100 210 2,630
1965 3,000 - 160 1,980 450 170 240 2,840
1966 4,410 117 580 2,600 660 300 270 3,830
1967 4,480 164 720 2,370 730 390 270 3,760
1968 5,130 223 540 2,830 720 780 260 4,590
1969 7,730 145 590 4,220 1,290 1,300 330 7,140
1970 11,110 181 1,000 5,950 1,890 1,920 360 10,120
1971 6,780 170 730 4,560 1,160 350 100 6,170
1972 1,457 - 758 1,016 85 - - 1,101
total 58,787 1,158 5,318 37,156 8,585 5,350 2,910 54,001

domestic consumption

production import export

PCBs

Table 1.3.10-1 Production, import, export and consumption of PCBs in Japan (Unit:ton)

Number of sites Quantity Number of sites Quantity
High-voltage transformer and condenser 39,367 219,327 22,035 60,477 (Numbers)

Waste of carbonless duplicating paper 456 644 (tons)

PCB waste 382 126,000* (tons)

Low-voltage transformer and condenser 670 390,000* (Numbers)

Stabilizer 2,084 2,400,000* (Numbers)

Pole transformer 49 1,380,000* (Numbers)

Rag 670 390,000* (Numbers)

Sludge etc. 2,084 2,400,000* (Numbers)

49 1,380,000* (Numbers)

    (Source : Data from Ministry of the Environment)
    (Notice : Numbers marked * show approximate numbers) 

Stored     (as of 1998) Being Used     (as of 1998)

Table 1.3.10-2  Storage situation of PCB wastes in Japan
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(1) Characteristics
PCDDs (Polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins) and

PCDFs (Polychlorinated dibenzofurans) are not what are
formed intentionally, but the substances formed subordinately
and unintentionally in the process of combustion and others.  

PCDDs and PCDFs are tricyclic aromatic
compounds which are very similar in structure.  Their

physical and chemical properties and toxicity are also similar
each other.  There are 75 isomers of PCDDs and 135 isomers
of PCDFs.  In appearances, PCDDs are colorless needle
crystals and PCDFs are white cryst.

(2) Regulatory status

1.3.11 PCDDs / PCDFs
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                      (Unit : ng-TEQ/m3
N)

Capacity of Standard value
Type of facility inicinerator for new facilities  Jan.15,2001  Dec.1, 2002�

   � Nov.30,2002

4t/h and above        0.1         80         1
Incinerator 2 � 4t/h        1 (application         5

50 kg/h�2t/h        5 from Dec.1,1998)        10
Electric furnace for iron manufacture        0.5         20         5
Sintering furnace for steel        0.1          2         1
Zinc recovery facility        1         40        10
Aluminum alloy manufacturing        1         20         5

Standard value for existing facilities

Table 1.3.11-1  Air emission standard for dioxins

Tolerance daily intake (TDI)

The Low Concerning Special Measures against Dioxins

Environmental quality standard

Standard for dioxin emission

4pg-TEQ/kg . day

Air: 0.6 pg-TEQ/m3 or less
Water quality: 1 pg-TEQ/r or less
Soil: 1,000 pg-TEQ/g or less(In case of 250

pg-TEQ/g or higher, necessary
investigation has to be carried out.)

The emission standard for dioxins is shown in Table
1.3.11-1 and the effluent standard for dioxins is shown in
Table 1.3.11-2.



(3) Emissions
PCDDs and PCDFs are unintentionally formed in the

processes of waste combustion, synthesis of chemical
substances, metal refining process, etc.

Table 1.3.11-3 gives an “Inventory of dioxins
emission” compiled in Japan.  According to the table, the
estimated annual emission of dioxins in 2000 (this inventory
includes coplanar PCBs) is 2,198 - 2,218 g-TEQ, most of
which is occupied by emission into air.  As shown in the
table, the greatest source of its emission is waste incinerators,
and in particular, general waste incinerators are the greatest
contributor.  As for its annual dioxins emission in 2000, the
emission from general waste incinerators is 1,019g-TEQ,
46% of the total emission, which is followed by 555g-TEQ of
industrial waste incinerators, accounting for as high as 25%.
And next followers are electric furnaces for steel
manufacturing (131.1 g-TEQ, 5.9%), steel sintering (69.8 g-
TEQ, 3.2%), recovery of zinc (26.5 g-TEQ, 1.2%),
manufacturing of aluminum alloy (12.8 g-TEQ, 0.58%).

As a result of survey of specified facilities under the
“Low Concerning Special Measures against Dioxins”
conducted in April 2000, 23,243 facilities to be covered by
the air quality standard made notification throughout the
country.  Out of them, there are 22,453 waste incinerators
(comprising 2,444 large incinerators with the capacity of 2t/h
or more, 4,336 medium incinerators of 0.2 -2 ton/h, and
15,673 small incinerators of less than 0.2 t/h) and 790

industrial waste incinerators (632 aluminum alloy
manufacturing facilities, 113 electric furnace for steel-
making, and others).

In order to reduce dioxins emission at waste
incinerators, advanced technologies have been developed and
put into practice, such as improred combustion, high-
efficiency dust collection, blowing activated carbon into a
bag-filter, adsorption treatment, and waste gas treatment
technology including catalytic treatment.
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         (Unit : pg-TEQ/r )

Standard value for Standard value for
 new facilities existing facilities *1

• Bleaching facilities with chlorine or chlorine compound which is used for the manufacturing
    of sulfate pulp(kraft pulp)or sulfite pulp
• Decomposition facilities of waste PCB or materials used for PCB treatment
• Wet scrubbers of polluted substances by PCB or materials used for PCB treatment

• Wet scrubbers or wet dust collector equipped with roasting furnaces, fusion furnaces or drying
    furnaces which is used for the manufacturing of aluminum or aluminum alloy 10
• Wet scrubbers of 2-ethylene chloride which is used for the manufacturing of vinyl chloride    (20)*2

    monomer 10
• Wet scrubbers for flue gas, wet dust collectors, or ash strage facilies which are discharging

    waste water or liquid, at municipal waste incinerators (The incineration capacity should be
    50 kg/h and above.) 10
 • Wet scrubbers for flue gas, wet dust collectors, or ash strage facilies which are discharging    (50)*2

    waste water or liquid, at industrial waste inicinerators (The inicineration capacity should be
    50 kg/h and above.)

• Sewage treatment plants which are treating sewage from the above facilities
• Waste water treatment facilities which are treating waste water from the above working sites

  (Note) *1  The application for existing facilities is from Jan. 15, 2001.
             *2  This shows the temporary effluent standard which is applied for 3 years after the enforcement of this law.
             *3  The effluent standard from the final disposal site is 10 pg-TEQ/r, according to the order which lays down 
                   the management standards at the final disposal site.   

Type of designated facilities *3

10

10

Table 1.3.11-2  Effluent standard for dioxins
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       (Unit : g-TEQ/year)

1997 1998 1999 2000
• Municipal waste incineration 5,000 1,550 1,350 1,019

(Emissions into water) (0.044) (0.044) (0.035) (0.035)
• Industrial waste incineration 1,500 1,100 690 555

(Emissions into water) (5.27) (5.27) (5.29) (2.47)
• Small size waste incineration  368�619  368�619  307�509  353�370
• Crematory  2.1�4.6  2.2�4.8  2.2�4.9  2.2�4.9
• Industrial sources

• Electric furnace 228.5 139.9 141.5 131.1
• Paper mfg.

KP collection boilers 0.041 0.038 0.039 0.041
(Emissions into water) (0.74) (0.71) (0.74) (0.73)

• Vinyl chloride mfg. 0.20 0.20 0.20 0.19
(Emissions into water) (0.54) (0.53) (0.55) (0.20)

• Cement mfg. 4.03 3.48 3.38 3.44
• Iron and steel sintering process 135.0 113.8 101.3 69.8
• Cast and forged iron mfg. 1.98 1.98 1.53 1.40
• Copper primary smelting 4.88 4.88 0.45 0.59
• Lead primary smelting 0.055 0.055 0.038 0.189
• Zinc primary smelting 0.33 0.33 0.13 0.12
• Copper recovery 0.053 0.053 0.048 0.038
• Lead recovery 1.23 1.23 0.44 0.54
• Zinc revovery 47.4 25.4 21.8 26.5
• Precious metal collection 0.031 0.031 0.046 0.055
• Elongated copper mfg. 3.16 3.16 1.16 1.28
• Aluminum alloy mfg. 21.3 19.4 13.6 12.8
• Electric wires/cables mfg. 1.25 1.25 1.21 1.30
• Aluminum cast/die cast 0.36 0.36 0.37 0.39
• Thermal power plants 1.63 1.55 1.64 1.71
• Others 7.30 7.14 7.12 7.18

(Emissions into water)

(Emissions into water)

(6.02) (5.59) (5.64) (5.02)
• Cigarette smoke  0.1�0.2  0.1�0.2  0.1�0.2  0.1�0.2
• Automobile exhaust gas 1.61 1.61 1.61 1.61
• Final disposal site

(0.093) (0.093) (0.093) (0.056)

Total 7343�7597 3358�3612 2659�2864 2198�2218
(Emissions into water) (12.7) (12.2) (12.3) (8.5)

* mfg. : manufacturing
(Source : Data from the Ministry of the Environment)

Estimated Emissions
Source

Table 1.3.11-3  Inventory of dioxins emission



(4) Environmental status
PCDDs and PCDFs in bottom sediment and wildlife

(fish and shellfish) were monitored between F.Y.1989 and
F.Y.1997.  In this monitoring, the targeted substances are 13
kinds of PCDDs and 15 kinds of PCDFs.  The detected
frequency in each medium was still high.  The range of
detection in bottom sediment, fish and shellfish was 0.000006
– 50.68 ng/g (WHO-TEF), 0.00003 – 2.7956 ng/g (WHO-
TEF) and 0.000006 – 0.085 ng/g (WHO-TEF), respectivly.

On the other hand, after the Urgent Simultaneous
Nationwide Survey of Dioxins was conducted in F.Y.1998,

other invistigations for dioxins have been carried out.  Fig.
1.3.11-1 shows survey results on the monitoring of bottom
sediment and wildlife.

Table 1.3.11-4 shows the summary of the results of
other surveys on dioxins carried out such as 
i) Urgent Simultaneous Nationwide Survey of Doixins
ii) National Monitoring for Dioxin in F.Y.2000
iii)Survey on the State of Dioxin Accumulation in Wildlife.

Table 1.3.11-5 shows TEFs of PCDDs, PCDFs and
coplanar-PCBs.
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S

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
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Fig. 1.3.11-1  Detected frequency and detection range of dioxins (WHO-TEF)

Detection Limit: 0.1 - 1 pg-TEQ/g-dry

Detection Limit: 0.1 - 1 pg-TEQ/g-wet

(A) Bottom Sediment

(B) Wildlife
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(1) Air

fiscal
year site category

number of
sites

number of
samples

sites
exceed
NAQS

mean
(pg-TEQ/m3) remarks

2000 in general 705 2,816 4 0.14 0.0073 - 0.76
vicinity of sources 189 648 6 0.15 0.0078 - 1.0
along roads 26 98 0 0.17 0.018 - 0.53
all sites 920 3,562 10 0.15 0.0073 - 1.0

1999 in general 353 1,246 0.18 0.0065 - 0.7
vicinity of sources 96 276 0.0094 - 1.1
along roads 14 51 0.024 - 0.75
all sites 463 1,573 0.0065 - 1.1

1998 vicinity of sources 64 256 0.015 - 0.70 Source: RUSNSD
large city region 26 104 0.0050 - 0.53
small/medium city  region 6 24 0.0017 - 0.66
background level 4 16 0.0018 - 0.071
all sites 100 400 0.0017 - 0.70

1998 vicinity of sources 138 552 0.00030 - 1.8
large city region 118 472 0.00050 - 1.1
small/medium city  region 118 472 0 - 0.86
background level 7 28 0 - 0.067
along roads 3 12 0.00093 - 0.72
a distance away 3 12 0.014 - 0.70
all sites 387 1,548 0 - 1.8

1998 in general 381 1,360 0.0 - 0.96
vicinity of sources 61 176 0.00027 - 0.65
along roads 16 54 0.0030 - 0.48
all sites 458 1,590 0.0 - 0.96

1997 in general 63 181 0.010 - 1.4
vicinity of sources 2 8 0.40 - 0.75
along roads 3 8 0.14 - 0.80
all sites 68 197 0.010 - 1.4

1996 in general 21 84 0.05 - 1.7
1994 in general 0.01 - 1.3
1992 in general 0.01 - 1.4
1990 in general 0.01 - 2.7

NAQS: National Air Quality Standard
RUSNSD: Results of the Urgent Simultaneous Nationwide Survey of Dioxins (Conducted in 1998, included in the CD-ROM)

0.94
0.40
0.54
0.64

0.55
0.58

0.47
0.55

0.23 PCDDs/DFs,
I-TEF(1988)0.20

0.19
0.23

PCDDs/DFs,
WHO-TEF(1998);
Source: RUSNSD

0.22
0.18
0.01

0.44
0.44

0.22

0.20
0.02

0.23

0.25

0.18

0.25
0.21

PCDDs/DFs +
CoPCBs,
WHO-TEF(1998)

0.18
0.23

detection range
(pg-TEQ/m3)

Table 1.3.11-4  Summary of the results of other surveys on dioxins
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(2) Water and Bottom Sediment unit; Water: pg-TEQ/r; Sediment: pg-TEQ/g-dry

fiscal
year medium

number of
sites

sites
exceed
NWQS remarks

2000 Public Water 2,116 83 0.012 -    48
Ground Water 1,479 0 0.0008 -     0.89
Bottom Sediment1,836 - 0.0011 - 1,400

1999 Public Water 568 0.054 -    14
Ground Water 296 0.062 -     0.55
Bottom Sediment 542 0.066 -   230

1998 Public Water 204 0.0014 -    13 Source: RUSNSD
Ground Water 188 0 -     5.4
Bottom Sediment 205 0 -   260

1998 Public Water 204 0 -    12
Ground Water 243 0 -     5.3
Bottom Sediment 205 0 -   230

1997 Public Water 12 0.005 -     3.9
1996 Public Water 7 0 -     0.1 River only
1995 Public Water 12 0 -     0.3 Coast and Ocean
1992 Public Water 14 0 -     0 Coast and Ocean
1991 Public Water 6 0 -     3
1990 Public Water 8 0 -     1 Coast and Ocean

NWQS: National Water Quality Standard
RUSNSD: Results of the Urgent Simultaneous Nationwide Survey of Dioxins (Conducted in 1998, included in the CD-ROM)

PCDDs/DFS,
WHO-TEF(1998)0.086

6.8

0.37 PCDDs/DFs,
I-TEF(1988)0

0.1
0
2
0

0.40
0.081

7.7

0.36

detection rangemean

0.31 PCDDs/DFs +
CoPCBs,
WHO-TEF(1998)

0.097
9.6

0.24
0.096

5.4

(3) Soil

fiscal
year site category

number of
sites

sites
exceed
NSQS remarks

2000 in general 1,942 0 0 - 280
vicinity of sources 1,089 1 0 - 1,200
all sites 3,031 1 0 - 1,200

1998 vicinity of sources 161 0.0015 - 49
large city region 59 0.063 - 35
small/medium city region 59 0.024 - 61
background level 7 0.26 - 6
all sites 286 0.0015 - 61

1998 vicinity of sources 219 0.00067 - 110
large city region 59 0.057 - 33
small/medium city region 59 0.022 - 61
background level 7 0.13 - 6
all sites 344 0.00067 - 110

NSQS: National Soil Quality Standard

6.0
1.8

1.7
6.2

6.5
6.8

5.4
5.6

detection range
(pg-TEQ/g-dry)

PCDDs/DFs,
WHO-TEF(1998)

mean
(pg-TEQ/g-dry)

4.6 PCDDs/DFs +
CoPCBs,
WHO-TEF(1998)

11
6.9

7.1
6.1
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(4) Aquatic Organisms

fiscal
year site category

number of

sites remarks

1999 all sites 543 0.032 - 33

1998 all sites 368 0.0022 - 30
vicinity of sources 118 0.065 - 12
large city region 118 0.032 - 30
small/medium city region 118 0.0061 - 12
background level 14 0.0022 -  4.1

1998 all sites 368 0 - 11
vicinity of sources 118 0 -  8.4
large city region 118 0 - 11
small/medium city region 118 0 -  4.5
background level 14 0 -  3.4

0.6

PCDDs/DFs +

CoPCBs,
WHO-TEF(1998)

0.51
0.43

0.82

2.5
1.7

0.73

detection range
(pg-TEQ/g-wet)

PCDDs/DFs,
WHO-TEF(1998)

mean
(pg-TEQ/g-wet)

2.1
2.3

1.4

0.64
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(5) Farm unit: pg-TEQ/g-dry; PCDDs/DFs + CoPCBs, WHO-TEF(1998)

fiscal year farm type
number of

number of

samples mean

2000 all sites 188 26  0.028 - 200

1999 all sites 188 27  0.035 - 180

1998 all sites 52 28  0.066 - 130

cabbage 8 21  1.5 -  65
sweet potato 6 11  0.066 -  30
paddy rice 20 52 15 - 130
Japanese radish 7  8.3  2.7 -  17
potato 5 19  0.16 -  39
grass 6  8.6  0.56 -  27

detection range

(6) Crops unit: pg-TEQ/g-dry; PCDDs/DFs + CoPCBs, WHO-TEF(1998)

species fiscal year samples mean

all species 2000 374 --- 0 - 0.47
1999 188 0.046 0 - 0.60
1998 52 0.026 0.000071 - 0.61

paddy rice 2000 134 0.00060 0 - 0.010
1999 46 0.0016 0.000006 - 0.027
1998 20 0.025 0.00019 - 0.13

wheat 2000 6 0.00040 0.00001 - 0.0014
1999 2 0.00013 0.000037 - 0.00023

soybean 2000 8 0.0013 0 - 0.0072
1999 14 0.0044 0 - 0.06

adzuki bean 2000 4 0.00017 0.000015 - 0.00032
sweet potato 2000 6 0.00030 0 - 0.00078

1999 4 0.00013 0.000005 - 0.00047
1998 6 0.0085 0.00025 - 0.047

Chinese yam 1999 2 0
taro 2000 2 0.000005 0 - 0.00001

1999 2 0.000006 0.000006 - 0.000006
ginger plant 2000 2 0.0044 0.0038 - 0.0049

Japanese radish 2000 8 0.00045 0 - 0.002
1999 4 0
1998 7 0.00057 0.000071 - 0.0019

carrot 2000 4 0.0000038 0 - 0.00001
1999 8 0.0012 0.000010 - 0.0041

detection range
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potato 2000 10 0.00023 0 - 0.00091
1999 6 0.00013 0.000005 - 0.00042
1998 5 0.0075 0.00033 - 0.021

cabbage 2000 18 0.000024 0 - 0.0004
1999 10 0.0000056 0 - 0.00041
1998 8 0.0046 0.00009 - 0.018

komatsuna 2000 4 0.043 0.025 - 0.064
crown daisy 2000 2 0.011 0.0097 - 0.012

leek 2000 10 0.000071 0 - 0.00071
Chinese cabbage 2000 4 0.0000035 0 - 0.000014

spinach 2000 10 0.12 0.091 - 0.20
1999 22 0.15 0.0038 - 0.55

jew's mallow 2000 2 0.30 0.29 - 0.31
onion 1999 2 0
lettuce 2000 6 0.00027 0 - 0.0011

1999 2 0.000002 0 - 0.000005
sweet corn 1999 2 0
field peas 1999 4 0.016 0 - 0.06

young soybeans 2000 4 0.0000015 0 - 0.000006
1999 2 0.00002 0.000007 - 0.000034

okra 2000 4 0.000064 0 - 0.00024
pumpkin 2000 2 0.00075 0.0004 - 0.0011
cucumber 2000 12 0.0011 0 - 0.011

1999 2 0.00026 0.00002 - 0.0005
strawberry 2000 6 0.0000018 0 - 0.000006

1999 2 0
tomato 2000 4 0.00005 0 - 0.0002

1999 6 0.00011 0 - 0.0005
eggplant 2000 10 0.0000029 0 - 0.000011

1999 8 0.0000075 0 - 0.000032
green pepper 2000 8 0.000001 0 - 0.000006

broccoli 2000 2 0.00023 0 - 0.00045
green tea 2000 14 0.14 0.021 - 0.47

1999 4 0.26 0.12 - 0.57
green tea(product) 1999 10 0.37 0.072 - 0.60

ume 2000 2 0.00033 0.00033 - 0.00033
kaki 2000 16 0.0063 0 - 0.082

1999 4 0.0037 0 - 0.0078
pear 2000 6 0.000028 0 - 0.00011
grape 2000 10 0.072 0.00071 - 0.35

1999 6 0.02 0.00033 - 0.060
ponkan orange 2000 2 0 0 - 0

mandarin orange 2000 22 0.0000018 0 - 0.00002
1999 6 0.000011 0 - 0.000032

peach 2000 6 0.0000042 0 - 0.00002
apple 2000 4 0.00085 0.00004 - 0.0021

1999 4 0.00076 0.00012 - 0.0015
chestnut 1999 2 0.000025 0 - 0.00005

grass 1998 6 0.12 0.0044 - 0.61

number of

(6) Crops (continued) unit: pg-TEQ/g-dry; PCDDs/DFs + CoPCBs, WHO-TEF(1998)

species fiscal year samples mean detection range
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(7) Wildlife unit: pg-TEQ/g-dry; PCDDs/DFs + CoPCBs, WHO-TEF(1998,mammals)

species part
fiscal
year

number of
samples

fat
rate(%) mean

carp 1998 48  1.8 3.0 0.56 - 1

frogs 1998 80  1.1 4.1 0.50 - 11

domesticated pigeon mustle, liver 1998 5  5.3 0.79 0.40 - 1.3

mustle,
liver, kidney

1998 2  4.9 4.7 4.4 - 5.0

mustle,
liver,
kidney, fat

1998 8  7.8 4.2 1.1 - 10

kite mustle 2000 20  5.2 21 1.7 - 100
1999 22  6.4 21 1.7 - 100
1998 8  6.0 100 11 - 470

liver 2000 20  4.7 49 3.6 - 400

fat 1999 16  78 49 3.6 - 400

mustle, fat 1998 20  16 86 13 - 220

cormorant mustle 2000 34  3.9 160 3.8 - 570
1999 50  4.2 160 3.8 - 570

fat 2000 6  64 2900 150 - 6500

Birds of Prey(Blakiston's
fish owl)

mustle, fat 1998 4  23 49 37 - 70

Birds of Prey(Others) liver 1998 5  10 120 10 - 380.

Stejneger's beaked whale mustle 2000 5  1.5 4.8 1.7 - 13
1999 14 2.9 4.5 0.68 - 16

fat 2000 5 86 150 83 - 360
1999 14 82 99 9.6 - 260

Finless porpoise mustle 2000 10 2.8 2.2 0.71 - 4.5
1999 13 5.4 6.6 0.48 - 62

fat 2000 10 78 79 17 - 140
1999 12 77 65 24 - 110

Whales fat 1998 22 77 88 1.3 - 200

seals fat 1998 13 86 17 8.6 - 27

wood mouse (Apodemus
speciosus)

whole body 2000 20 2.7 1.2 0.61 - 2.4

1999 37  3.0 0.68 <0.22 - 7.9
1998 37  4.7 39 0.52 - 120

Nihonzaru fat 1998 6  4.6 0 5.4 - 27

mustle 1998 4  25 7.1 0.48 - 22

fat, mustle 1998 10  38 4.4 0.33 - 18

fat, liver 1998 5  35 5.6 1.7 - 19

fat, liver,
mustle

1998 5  39 4.2 0.82 - 9.4

bears fat 1998 10  88 0.45 0.080 - 2.1

fat, liver 1998 6  77 0.45 0.18 - 1.1

raccoon dog mustle 1999 10  7.4 21 1.4 - 78

fat 2000 10  64 39 7.8 - 110
1999 10  65 140 8.0 - 310
1998 1  82 28

liver 1998 4  10 23 9.7 - 42

fat, liver 1998 5  76 34 13 - 100

fat, liver,
mustle

1998 1  66 9.7

Sika deer liver 1998 25  7.1 3.5 0.93 - 10

fat, liver 1998 5  23 4.5 1.4 - 6.1

kidney 1998 28  5.9 1.9 0.43 - 11

fat, kidney 1998 20  34 5.3 2.0 - 10

detection range
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I-TEF WHO-TEF
Congener (1988) (1998) mammals fish birds

PCDD 2,3,7,8-T4CDD 1 1 1   1   1
1,2,3,7,8-P5CDD 0.5 1 1   1   1
1,2,3,4,7,8-H6CDD 0.1 0.1 0.1   0.5   0.05
1,2,3,6,7,8-H6CDD 0.1 0.1 0.1   0.01   0.01
1,2,3,7,8,9-H6CDD 0.1 0.1 0.1   0.01   0.1
1,2,3,4,6,7,8-H7CDD 0.01 0.01 0.01   0.001  <0.001
1,2,3,4,6,7,8,9-OCDD 0.001 0.0001 0.0001  <0.0001   0.0001

PCDF 2,3,7,8-T4CDF 0.1 0.1 0.1   0.05   1
1,2,3,7,8-P5CDF 0.05 0.05 0.05   0.05   0.1
2,3,4,7,8-P5CDF 0.5 0.5 0.5   0.5   1
1,2,3,4,7,8-H6CDF 0.1 0.1 0.1   0.1   0.1
1,2,3,6,7,8-H6CDF 0.1 0.1 0.1   0.1   0.1
1,2,3,7,8,9-H6CDF 0.1 0.1 0.1   0.1   0.1
2,3,4,6,7,8-H6CDF 0.1 0.1 0.1   0.1   0.1
1,2,3,4,6,7,8-H7CDF 0.01 0.01 0.01   0.01   0.01
1,2,3,4,7,8,9-H7CDF 0.01 0.01 0.01   0.01   0.01
1,2,3,4,6,7,8,9-OCDF 0.001 0.0001 0.0001  <0.0001   0.0001

Toxic equivalency factors (TEFs) for PCBs

WHO-TEF
Congener (1998) mammals fish birds

3,4,4',5-T4CB #81 - 0.0001 0.0001   0.0005   0.1
3,3',4,4'-T4CB #77 0.0005 0.0001 0.0001   0.0001   0.05
3,3',4,4',5-P5CB #126 0.1 0.1 0.1   0.005   0.1
3,3',4,4',5,5'-H6CB #169 0.01 0.01 0.01   0.00005   0.001

2',3,4,4',5-P5CB #123 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001  <0.000005   0.00001
2,3',4,4',5-P5CB #118 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001  <0.000005   0.00001
2,3,3',4,4'-P5CB #105 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001  <0.000005   0.0001
2,3,4,4',5-P5CB #114 0.0005 0.0005 0.0005  <0.000005   0.0001
2,3',4,4',5,5'-H6CB #167 0.00001 0.00001 0.00001  <0.000005   0.00001
2,3,3',4,4',5-H6CB #156 0.0005 0.0005 0.0005  <0.000005   0.0001
2,3,3',4,4',5'-H6CB #157 0.0005 0.0005 0.0005  <0.000005   0.0001
2,3,3',4,4',5,5'-H7CB #189 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001  <0.000005   0.00001

2,2',3,4,4',5,5'-H7CB #180 0.00001 - - - -
2,2',3,3',4,4',5-H7CB #170 0.0001 - - - -

Mono-ortho
PCBs

Di-ortho
PCBs

WHO/IPCS-IUPAC
TEF(1993)

WHO(1998 van der Berg et.al)

WHO(1998 van der Berg et.al)

Non-ortho
PCBs

Table 1.3.11-5  Toxic equivalency factors (TEFs) for PCDDs, PCDFs and coplanar-PCBs
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CHAPTER 2

MONITORING RESULTS 
ON CHEMICALS OTHER THAN
THE 12 POPs

Chapter 2 summarizes the monitoring results on chemicals other than the 12 POPs that were monitored for more than 5
years in the past under the "Investigation of Chemical Substances in the Environment".  Their detected frequencies and detection
ranges are shown from Fig.2-1 to Fig.2-33, and Table 2-3.

Table 2-1 shows chemicals surveyed successivly other than the 12 POPs.  And Table 2-2 shows summary of the survey
and monitoring results of them.

Name MF CAS Registry No.
1 oxychlordane C10H4Cr8O 26880-48-8
2 o,p’-dichlorodiphenyldichloroethane Cl4H10Cr4 53-19-0
3 p,p’-dichlorodiphenyldichloroethane Cl4H10Cr4 72-54-8
4 o,p’-dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane Cl4H9Cr5 789-02-6
5 o,p’-dichlorodiphenyldichloroethylene Cl4H8Cr4 3424-82-6
6 p,p’-dichlorodiphenyldichloroethylene Cl4H8Cr4 72-55-9
7 o-dichlorobenzene C6H4Cr2 95-50-1
8 m-dichlorobenzene C6H4Cr2 541-73-1
9 p-dichlorobenzene C6H4Cr2 106-46-7

10 1,2,3-trichlorobenzene C6H3Cr3 87-61-6
11 1,2,4-trichlorobenzene C6H3Cr3 120-82-1
12 1,3,5-trichlorobenzene C6H3Cr3 108-70-3
13 1,2,3,4-tetrachlorobenzene C6H2Cr4 634-66-2
14 1,2,3,5-tetrachlorobenzene C6H2Cr4 634-90-2
15 1,2,4,5-tetrachlorobenzene C6H2Cr4 95-94-3
16 pentachlorobenzene C6HCr5 608-93-5
17 �-hexachlorocyclohexane C6H6Cr6 319-84-6
18 �-hexachlorocyclohexane C6H6Cr6 319-85-7
19 �-hexachlorocyclohexane C6H6Cr6 58-89-9
20 �-hexachlorocyclohexane C6H6Cr6 319-86-8
21 polychloronaphthalene mixture 70776-03-3
22 dioxane C4H8O2 123-91-1
23 trans-nonachlor C10H5Cr9 39765-80-5
24 cis-nonachlor C10H5Cr9 5103-73-1
25 2,6-di-tert-butyl-4-methyl+phenol C15H24O 128-37-0
26 di-2-ethylhexyl+phthalate C24H38O4 117-81-7
27 di-n-butyl+phthalate C16H22O4 84-74-2
28 benzo[a]pyrene C20H12 50-32-8
29 o-terphenyl C18H14 84-15-1
30 m-terphenyl C18H14 92-06-8
31 p-terphenyl C18H14 92-94-4
32 tributyl tin compounds mixture
33 triphenyl tin compounds mixture
34 2,3,7,8-tetrabromodibenzo-p-dioxin C12H4Br4O2

35 1,2,3,7,8-pentabromodibenzo-p-dioxin C12H3Br5O2

36 1,2,3,4,7,8-hexabromodibenzo-p-dioxin +
1,2,3,6,7,8-hexabromodibenzo-p-dioxin

C12H2Br6O2

37 1,2,3,7,8,9-hexabromodibenzo-p-dioxin C12H2Br6O2

38 2,3,7,8-tetrabromodibenzofuran C12H4Br4O
39 1,2,3,7,8-pentabromodibenzofuran C12H3Br5O
40 2,3,4,7,8-pentabromodibenzofuran C12H3Br5O
41 1,2,3,4,7,8-hexabromodibenzofuran C12H2Br6O

Table 2-1  Surveyed Chemicals other than the 12 POPs



51CHAPTER 2 : Monitoring of Other Chemicals in the Environment

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

  2 W

S

F D D D nd D D D D D D D D D D D D
SF D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd D nd D nd nd nd nd nd
B nd nd D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

  3 W nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

SF D D D D nd D D D D D D D D D D D D D
B D D D D D D D D D D D D D nd D D

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

  4 W

S

F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
SF D nd nd nd nd nd D D D D D nd nd nd nd nd
B nd nd D nd nd nd nd D D D nd nd nd nd

o,p’-dichloro diphenyl
dichloro ethane

p,p’-dichloro diphenyl
dichloro ethane

o,p’-dichloro diphenyl
trichloro ethane

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A nd
  1 W nd nd nd

oxychlordane S D nd nd
F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D nd D

SF D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
B D D D D D D D D D D D nd nd D nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

  5 W

S

F D D D nd D D D D D D D D D D D D
SF D D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd D nd nd nd nd nd
B D D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

o,p’-dichloro diphenyl
dichloro ethylene

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

  6 W nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

SF D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
B D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

p,p’-dichloro diphenyl
dichloro ethylene

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D D
  7 W nd D D D D D D D D D D D D D

o-dichloro benzene S nd D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
F nd D D D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

SF nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
B D D D D nd nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D D
  8 W nd D D D D D D D D D D D D D

m-dichloro benzene S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
F nd D D D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

SF nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
B D D D D nd nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D D
  9 W D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

p-dichloro benzene S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
F nd D D D D nd D D D D nd

SF D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
B nd D D D nd D nd nd nd

medium: A(Air), W(Surface Water), S(Bottom Sediment), F(Fish), SF(Shellfish), B(Birds)

symbol: D(measured and detected), nd(The substances were measured but not detected.)

Table 2-2  Summary of survey and monitoring results on chemicals other than the12 POPs
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medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D D
 10 W nd D
1,2,3-trichlorobenzene S nd D

F nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd D nd nd nd
SF nd nd nd nd nd D D D D nd
B nd nd nd D nd nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D D
 11 W nd D
1,2,4-trichlorobenzene S D D

F D D D D D nd nd D D nd nd D
SF D nd nd nd nd D D D D nd
B D D D D D nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D D
 12 W nd D
1,3,5-trichlorobenzene S nd D

F nd D nd nd nd nd nd D nd D nd nd
SF nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
B nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D
 13 W nd

S nd
F nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

SF nd D nd nd nd D D D nd nd
B nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D
 14 W nd

S nd
F nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

SF nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
B nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D
 15 W nd

S nd
F nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

SF nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
B nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

1,2,3,4-tetrachloro
benzene

1,2,3,5-tetrachloro
benzene

1,2,4,5-tetrachloro
benzene

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D D
 16 W nd nd
pentachlorobenzene S nd D

F D D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
SF nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
B nd D nd nd D nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

 17 W nd nd nd nd nd nd nd D nd nd nd nd nd
S nd nd nd nd D D D D D D D D D nd D
F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

SF D D D D D D D D D nd D nd nd nd D nd
B D D D D D D nd nd D nd nd D nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

 18 W nd D D D D D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

SF D D D D D nd D nd D D D nd nd nd nd nd
B D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

medium: A(Air), W(Surface Water), S(Bottom Sediment), F(Fish), SF(Shellfish), B(Birds)
symbol: D(measured and detected), nd(The substances were measured but not detected.)

�-hexachloro
cyclohexane

�-hexachloro
cyclohexane



53CHAPTER 2 : Monitoring Results on Chemicals Other than the 12 POPs

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

 19 W

S

F D D D D D D nd nd nd D nd nd nd nd
SF D D D D D nd D D D nd nd nd nd nd
B D D nd nd nd nd D D nd nd nd D

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

 20 W

S

F nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
SF D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
B nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

�-hexachloro
cyclohexane

�-hexachloro
cyclohexane

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

 21 W D D
S D D
F D D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

SF nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
B nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D
 22 W nd D D D D D D D D D D D D

dioxane S nd D D D D D D D D D D D D
F

SF

B

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D
 23 W nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

trans-nonachlor S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

SF D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
B D D D D D D D D D D D nd D D D D

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A nd
 24 W nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

cis-nonachlor S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

SF D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D nd D
B D D D D D D D D D D D nd nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D D
 25 W nd D D D D D D D D D D D D

S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
F nd

SF

B

polychloro
naphthalene

2,6-di-tert-butyl-4-
methylphenol

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D D
 26 W D D D D

S D D D
F D nd D nd D nd nd nd nd D D

SF nd nd nd nd D D nd D nd
B nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D D
 27 W D D D

di-n-butylphthalate S D D
F D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd D nd

SF nd nd nd nd D D D D nd
B nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

medium: A(Air), W(Surface Water), S(Bottom Sediment), F(Fish), SF(Shellfish), B(Birds)

symbol: D(measured and detected), nd(The substances were measured but not detected.)

di-2-ethylhexyl
phthalate
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medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A D
 28 W nd nd nd D nd nd nd nd nd

benzo[a]pyrene S D D D D D D D D D D D
F D

SF

B

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

 29 W nd nd nd D nd nd D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
o-terphenyl S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

F nd nd
SF

B

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

 30 W nd nd D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
m-terphenyl S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

F nd nd
SF

B

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A

 35 W
S nd nd nd
F nd nd

SF nd
B

1,2,3,7,8-pentabromo
dibenzo-p-dioxin

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A

 34 W
S nd D D
F nd nd

SF nd
B

2,3,7,8-tetrabromo
dibenzo-p-dioxin

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

 33 W nd D D D D D D nd nd nd D D nd
S nd D D D D D D D D D D D D
F D D D D D D D D D D D D D

SF D D D D D D nd nd D nd nd D
B D D nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

triphenyl tin
compounds

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

 32 W nd nd D D D D D D D D D D D D D
S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
F D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

SF D D D D D D D D D D D D D D nd nd
B nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd

tributyl tin compounds

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000

A

 31 W nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd nd
p-terphenyl S D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

F nd nd
SF

B

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A

 36 W
S nd nd nd
F nd nd

SF nd
B

medium: A(Air), W(Surface Water), S(Bottom Sediment), F(Fish), SF(Shellfish), B(Birds)
symbol: D(measured and detected), nd(The substances were measured but not detected.)

(1,2,3,4,7,8 +
1,2,3,6,7,8) -

hexabromo dibenzo-
p-dioxin
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medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A

 37 W
S nd nd nd
F nd nd

SF nd
B

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A

 38 W
S nd D D
F nd nd

SF nd
B

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A

 39 W
S nd nd nd
F nd nd

SF nd
B

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000
A

 40 W
S nd nd nd
F nd nd

SF nd
B

1,2,3,7,8-pentabromo
dibenzofuran

2,3,4,7,8-pentabromo
dibenzofuran

1,2,3,7,8,9-
hexabromo dibenzo-

2,3,7,8-tetrabromo
dibenzofuran

p-dioxin

medium 1974 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98                  2000
A

 41 W
S nd nd nd
F nd nd

SF nd
B

medium: A(Air), W(Surface Water), S(Bottom Sediment), F(Fish), SF(Shellfish), B(Birds)
symbol: D(measured and detected), nd(The substances were measured but not detected.)

1,2,3,4,7,8-
hexabromo

dibenzofuran
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0.00
0.01
0.02
0.03
0.04
0.05
0.06
0.07
0.08
0.09
0.10

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

�g/g-wet

Fish
Shellfish
Birds

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

F
17/ 26/ 31/ 20/ 28/ 24/ 28/ 16/ 21/ 14/ 21/ 12/ 3/ 11/ 1/ 5/ 0/ 5/
50 60 60 55 65 65 65 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 69

SF
5/ 5/ 5/ 4/ 5/ 1/ 4/ 5/ 10/ 5/ 5/ 5/ 5/ 5/ 5/ 5/ 5/ 5/
20 20 20 20 20 20 21 25 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

B
7/ 10/ 10/ 8/ 5/ 5/ 7/ 5/ 8/ 10/ 10/ 0/ 0/ 1/ 0/ 0/
10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 5 10 10 10 10

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

A 0/
73

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

W 0/ 0/
17 19

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

S 0/ 0/
17 19

Detection Limit: 1.5 ng/m3

Detection Limit: 0.01 �g/r

Detection Limit: 1 ng/g-dry

Detection Limit: 0.001 �g/g-wet

Fig. 2-1  Detected frequency and detection range of oxychlordane

(A) Air

(B) Surface Water

(C) Bottom Sediment

(D) Wildlife
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1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
14/ 15/ 16/ 5/ 9/ 6/ 15/ 5/ 4/ 12/ 14/ 5/ 5/ 10/ 6/ 9/
50 60 60 55 65 65 65 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 69
1/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 5/ 0/ 5/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
20 20 20 19 20 20 21 25 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30
0/ 0/ 2/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 5 10 10

Figure 2-2  o,p'-dichloro diphenyl dichloro ethane (Wildlife)

0.00

0.01

0.02

0.03

0.04

0.05

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

�g/g-wet

Fish
Shellfish
Birds

F

SF

B

Detection Limit: 0.001 �g/g-wet

Wildlife

Fig. 2-2  Detected frequency and detection range of o,p’-dichlorodiphenyldichloroethane
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1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
17 19 22 17 18 18 18 19 17 18 18 18 18

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
5/ 2/ 5/ 4/ 7/ 7/ 8/ 9/ 9/ 10/ 9/ 8/ 8/ 7/ 8/
17 19 22 17 18 18 18 19 17 18 18 17 18 18 17

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
40/ 35/ 35/ 37/ 43/ 36/ 41/ 40/ 39/ 32/ 31/ 31/ 31/ 35/ 35/ 29/ 26/ 32/
50 60 60 55 65 65 65 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 69
13/ 13/ 5/ 10/ 5/ 7/ 6/ 12/ 17/ 6/ 5/ 10/ 5/ 10/ 10/ 10/ 5/ 3/
20 20 20 20 20 20 21 25 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30
10/ 5/ 10/ 7/ 6/ 6/ 5/ 5/ 5/ 6/ 5/ 4/ 1/ 0/ 1/ 5/
10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 5 10 10 10 10

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40
45
50

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

ng/g-dry

Sediment

0.00
0.01
0.02
0.03
0.04
0.05
0.06
0.07
0.08
0.09
0.10

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

�g/g-wet

Fish
Shellfish
Birds

W

S

F

SF

B

Detection Limit: 0.01 �g/r

Detection Limit: 1 ng/g-dry

Detection Limit: 0.001 �g/g-wet

Fig. 2-3  Detected frequency and detection range of p,p’-dichlorodiphenyldichloroethane

(A) Surface Water

(B) Bottom Sediment

(C) Wildlife
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1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
14/ 9/ 12/ 11/ 10/ 9/ 6/ 5/ 5/ 5/ 5/ 4/ 15/ 9/ 2/ 7/
50 60 60 55 65 65 65 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 69
5/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 5/ 5/ 5/ 5/ 4/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
20 20 20 19 20 20 21 25 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30
0/ 0/ 2/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 4/ 5/ 1/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 5 10 10
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0.005

0.010

0.015

0.020

0.025

0.030

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

�g/g-wet

Fish
Shellfish
Birds

F

SF

B

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
10/ 10/ 10/ 0/ 2/ 5/ 9/ 5/ 5/ 10/ 15/ 5/ 10/ 6/ 8/ 5/
50 60 60 55 65 65 65 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 69
1/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 5/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
20 20 20 20 20 20 21 25 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30
5/ 5/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 5 10 10

0.000
0.002
0.004
0.006
0.008
0.010
0.012
0.014
0.016
0.018
0.020

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

�g/g-wet

Fish
Shellfish
Birds

F

SF

B

Detection Limit: 0.001 �g/g-wet

Detection Limit: 0.001 - 0.02 �g/g-wet

Wildlife

Fig. 2-4  Detected frequency and detection range of o,p’-dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane

Fig. 2-5  Detected frequency and detection range of o,p’-dichlorodiphenyldichloroethylene

Wildlife
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Detection Limit: 0.01 �g/g-wet

Detection Limit: 1 ng/g-dry

Detection Limit: 0.001 �g/g-wet

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

W 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
17 19 22 17 18 18 18 19 17 18 18 18 18

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

S 6/ 8/ 9/ 10/ 8/ 10/ 10/ 13/ 10/ 8/ 10/ 11/ 11/ 9/ 10/
17 19 22 17 18 18 18 19 17 18 18 17 18 18 17

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
45/ 50/ 51/ 51/ 55/ 55/ 52/ 64/ 61/ 58/ 59/ 60/ 63/ 59/ 50/ 59/ 46/ 50/
50 60 60 55 65 65 65 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 69
11/ 15/ 10/ 15/ 15/ 15/ 11/ 15/ 14/ 19/ 18/ 13/ 15/ 10/ 15/ 20/ 15/ 14/
20 20 20 20 20 20 21 25 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30
10/ 10/ 10/ 10/ 10/ 10/ 10/ 10/ 10/ 10/ 10/ 5/ 10/ 10/ 10/ 10/
10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 5 10 10 10 10
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(A) Surface Water
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Fig. 2-6  Detected frequency and detection range of p,p’-dichlorodiphenyldichloroethylene
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0
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150
200
250
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198319841985198619871988198919901991199219931994199519961997199819992000

ng/m3
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0
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0
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50
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0
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0.04
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0.07

0.08

198319841985198619871988198919901991199219931994199519961997199819992000

�g/g-wet

Fish
Shellfish
Birds

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

S 6/ 9/ 7/ 12/ 7/ 13/ 13/ 16/ 14/ 15/ 12/ 11/ 11/ 14/ 9/
17 19 22 17 18 18 18 19 17 18 18 17 18 18 17

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

F 5/ 5/ 5/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
50 60 60 55 65 70 70 70 70 70

SF 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
20 20 20 20 20 25 30 30 30 30

B 8/ 6/ 5/ 3/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
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66 CHAPTER 2 : Monitoring Results on Chemicals Other than the 12 POPs

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

A 7/ 38/
73 39

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

ng/m3

Air

0.000

0.001

0.002

0.003

0.004

0.005

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

�g/g-wet

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 4/ 0/ 1/ 0/ 0/
50 60 60 55 65 70 70 70 70 70

0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
20 20 20 20 20 25 30 30 30 30

0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
10 10 10 10 10 10 10 5 10

Fish
Shellfish
Birds

F

SF

B

Detection Limit: 0.001 �g/g-wet

Detection Limit: 0.011 - 1 ng/m3

(A) Air

(B) Wildlife

Fig. 2-12  Detected frequency and detection range of 1,3,5-trichlorobenzene
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Fig. 2-13  Detected frequency and detection range of 1,2,3,4-tetrachlorobenzene
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Fig. 2-16  Detected frequency and detection range of pentachlorobenzene
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Fig. 2-17  Detected frequency and detection range of �-hexachlorocyclohexane
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Fig. 2-21  Detected frequency and detection range of polychloronaphthalene
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Fig. 2-24  Detected frequency and detection range of cis-nonachlor
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Fig. 2-25  Detected frequency and detection range of 2,6-di-tert-butyl-4-methylphenol
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Fig. 2-26  Detected frequency and detection range of di-2-ethylhexylphthalate
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Fig. 2-27  Detected frequency and detection range of di-n-butylphthalate
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Fig. 2-29  Detected frequency and detection range of o-terphenyl
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Fig. 2-30  Detected frequency and detection range of m-terphenyl
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Fig. 2-31  Detected frequency and detection range of p-terphenyl
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Fig. 2-32  Detected frequency and detection range of tributyl tin compounds
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Fig. 2-33  Detected frequency and detection range of triphenyl tin compounds
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Table 2-3  Detected frequency and detection range of PBDDs / PBDFs

medium Bottom Sediment Fish Shellfish
fiscal year 1998 1999 2000 1998 1999 2000 1998 1999 2000

34 2,3,7,8-T4BDD 0/ 1/ 1/ 0/ 0/ 0/
39 39 36 38 37 1

35 1,2,3,7,8-P5BDD 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
39 39 36 38 37 1

36 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
38 39 36 39 37 1

37 1,2,3,7,8,9-H6BDD 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
39 39 36 38 37 1

38 2,3,7,8-T4BDF 0/ 3/ 5/ 0/ 0/ 0/
39 39 36 38 37 1

39 1,2,3,7,8-P5BDF 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
39 39 36 38 37 1

40 2,3,4,7,8-P5BDF 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
39 39 36 38 37 1

41 1,2,3,4,7,8-H6BDF 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/
39 39 36 38 37 1

Detection Limit: Bottom Sediment Fish Shellfish
(pg/g-dry) (pg/g-wet) (pg/g-wet)

2,3,7,8-T4BDD 0.5 - 1 0.05 - 0.1 0.05 
1,2,3,7,8-P5BDD 1 - 5 0.05 - 0.5 0.05 

2.9 - 100 0.22 - 5 0.22 

1,2,3,7,8,9-H6BDD 0.6 - 50 0.5 - 5 0.5 
2,3,7,8-T4BDF 0.5 - 1 0.05 - 0.1 0.05 
1,2,3,7,8-P5BDF 0.5 - 5 0.08 - 0.5 0.08 
2,3,4,7,8-P5BDF 0.3 - 5 0.07 - 0.5 0.07 
1,2,3,4,7,8-H6BDF 5 - 50 0.3 - 5 0.3 

1,2,3,4,7,8-H6BDD +
1,2,3,6,7,8-H6BDD

1,2,3,4,7,8-H6BDD +
1,2,3,6,7,8-H6BDD

Reference

maximum value in bottom
seddiment: 3.0 pg/g-dry

maximum value in bottom
seddiment: 2.3 pg/g-dry



Most of the survey results and monitoring data
referred to this document are taken from the "Environmental
Survey and Wildlife Monitoring of Chemicals" by Ministry of
the Environment (MOE) of Japan.  MOE introduced a
"System of Investigation of Chemical Substances in the
Environment" in F.Y.1974.  This system comprises the
following:

i) General Inspection Survey of Chemical Substances on
Environmental Safety;

ii) Monitoring of Water and Bottom Sediment;
iii)Wildlife Monitoring;
iv)Investigation and Survey of Designated Chemical

Substances; 
and
v) Follow-up Survey of the Situation of Pollution by

Unintentionally Formed Chemical Substances.

This System was established in response to a 1973
Resolution to the Chemical Substances Control Law that
requested an investigation of environmental safety on existing
chemicals.  (Note: Approximately more than 20,000
substances which were manufactured or imported for
commercial purposes at the time of enactment of the Law,
were listed in the Existing Chemical Substances Inventory.)

MOE investigated the concentration of chemicals in
the environment as a part of its Safety Inspection Program of
the Existing Chemical Substances from F.Y.1974.  Then, in
F.Y.1979, MOE initiated a " General Inspection Survey of
Chemical Substances on Environmental Safety" and "
Wildlife Monitoring", which are called together the
"Comprehensive Survey of Chemical Substances on
Environmental Safety", to identify and monitor chemicals
remaining in the environment.

Since 1986, the monitoring of water and bottom
sediment was added to the "Comprehensive Survey of

Chemical Substances on Environmental Safety".
MOE had conducted the 1st Comprehensive Survey

from F.Y.1979 to F.Y.1988, to inspect the safety of chemical
substances in the environment, which was followed by the
Second Comprehensive Survey from F.Y.1989.

Since F.Y.1985, unintentionally formed chemical
substances were also added to the Survey.  

Table 3-1 shows the summary of the "System of
Investigation of Chemical Substances in the Environment". 

These survey results are published in the annual report
of "Chemicals in the Environment".  The annual report of
F.Y.1998 appears in the CD-ROM.
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Table3-1  Summary of the System of Investigation
of Chemical Substances in the Environment

CHAPTER 3

THE SYSTEM OF INVESTIGATION
OF CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES 
IN THE ENVIRONMENT

Air Water
Bottom

sediment Wildlife
In door
air and

diet

General Inspection Survey of 
Chemical Substances on 
Environmental Safety (fish only)

Monitoring of Water and 
Bottom Sediment

Wildlife Monitoring

Investigation and Survey 
of Designated Chemical 
Substances

Follow-up Survey of the 
Situation of Pollution  
by Unintentionally 
Formed Chemical Substances

(PCBs only) (fish,shell)

The first phase of Comprehensive Survey of Chemical
Substances on Environmental Safety was carried out from
F.Y.1979 to F.Y.1988.  Valuable data concerning chemical

substances in the environment had been accumulated.  It also
assisted to promote progress on analytical methods etc..

3-1 Comprehensive Survey of Chemical Substances on Environmental Safety



The Chemical Substances Investigation and Survey
Committee established by MOE reviewed the Surveys.  By
taking into account its progress and emerging situation
concerning chemicals.  The second phase of Comprehensive
Survey of Chemical Substances was started in F.Y.1989.

The system of second phase was different from first
phase in the following points;
a) The second phase included new chemical substances and
unintentionally formed chemical substances in addition to the
existing chemical substances.
b) The improvement of the method for environmental
monitoring was made in second phase.
c)In the second phase, the exposure was assessed based on the
results of environmental survey, and effect assessment was

conducted based on scientific information.

Fig. 3-1, 2, 3 and 4 shows the sampling sites of the
"System of Investigation of Chemical Substances in the
Environment", in all parts of Japan, for water, air, water and
bottom sediment and wildlife, respectively. 

There are 794 substances examined through the
environmental survey since F.Y.1974 to 2000, and 333
substances were detected in the general environment.  The
results of detection in environmental surveys from F.Y. 1974
to F.Y. 2000 are shown in Table 3.1-1.  The more detailed
data are obtained in the CD-ROM.
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Designated Chemical Substances, which are bosed on
the Chemical Substances Control Law, could be designated as
Class 2 Specified Chemical Substances if the substances are
judged to be harmful from the result of the toxicity test
instructed according to the situation of environmental
pollution by the chemicals. Class 2 Specified Chemical
Substances require prior notification of the scheduled
production or importation volume.  If necessary, their
production or importation volume is regulated. 

For this purpose, MOE started the Investigation and
Survey of the Designated Chemical Substances in the
Environment from 1988 F.Y., in order to grasp the situation

of these substances in the environment.  Furthermore, from
1990 F.Y., the Study of the Exposure Route (survey
concerning the quantity of chemical substances exposed to
humans in daily life via each media) was newly initiated.
Consequently, the name of the survey was changed to the
Investigation and Survey of Designated Chemical Substances.

In "the Future of the Second General Inspection Survey
(Final report)", this survey was to 'provide sufficient
consideration for Designated Chemical Substances and Class 2
Specified Chemical Substances as substances subject to the
survey'.  Thus this survey has been conducted separately as part
of the Second General Inspection Survey. 

water

Surveyed substances 761 737 247 235 794

bottom      
sediment

Table 3.1-1  Results of detection in environmental surveys (F.Y. 1974�2000)

fish air total

Detected substances 146 232 100 151 333
Detection ratio (%) 19.2 31.5 40.5 64.3 41.9

3-2 Investigation and Survey of Designated Chemical Substances

Environmental pollution caused by harmful substances
formed unintentionally in the process of manufacture or waste
incineration such as dioxins, or in the natural process of reaction
in the environment, have become a social problem.  Appropriate
surveys became necessary for these substances which were not
directly subject to the Chemical Substances Control Law, to
take measures.

Therefore, the existence in the environment of
unintentionally formed substances, which may affect human
health and the environment, has been investigated since
F.Y.1985.

A survey, named "the Follow-up Survey on the
Pollution by Harmful Chemical Substances", was started to take
preventive measures for environmental pollution by such
chemical substances.    

The monitoring for PCDDs and PCDFs was conducted
in this survey from F.Y.1989 to F.Y.1997.  However, it was
converted to the different survey along with the enforcement of
the "Law Concerning Special Measures against Dioxins". In this
survey, the monitoring on PBDDs, PBDFs and PCBs was
conducted. 

3-3 The Follow-up Survey on the Pollution by
Unintentionally Formed Chemical Substances
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Fig. 3-1  Sampling sites of the General Inspection Survey of Chemical Substances 
on Environmental Safety (Water)

Note: 
The survey in F.Y. 2000 was conducted on 14 substances from 56 sampling sites.
The number of substances depends on the site.
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Fig. 3-2  Locations of the General Inspection Survey of Chemical Substances 
on Environmental Safety (Air)

Note: 
The survey in F.Y. 2000 was conducted on 14 substances from 22 sampling locations.
The number of substances depends on the location.
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Fig. 3-3  Sampling sites of the Monitoring for Water and Bottom Sediment

Note: 
A total of 17 sampling sites (7 rivers, 7 seas, 3 lakes) was chosen in a F.Y.2000 survey (on only sediment) .
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Fig. 3-4  Sampling sites of the Wildlife Monitoring

Note: 
The survey has 20 sampling sites (i.e. 17 from sea areas, 1 from fresh water, and 2 from land), and a total 12 species of wildlife (i.e. 8 fish (e.g.
sea bass), 2 shellfish (e.g. common mussel) and 2 birds) were selected in a F.Y.2000 survey.



The POPs Monitoring Expert Group started
discussions in 2001 on methods for conducting environmental
monitoring targeting the 12 POPs, except dioxins and furans
for which the results of other surveys (e.g. the dioxins survey)
are used, in order to grasp the levels of POPs in the
environment and the effectiveness of the existing measures to

reduce them.
*Chair person of the POPs Monitoring Expert Group

Dr. Shinsuke TANABE
Professor of Environmental Chemistry and Ecotoxicology
Center for Marine Environmental Studies
Ehime University

4-1 POPs Monitoring Expert Group

(1)Analytical sensitivity
Basic analytical methods should be selected by

setting a target lower limit for analysis for each medium as
follows:
• Air 1 pg/m3 or less in principle;
• Water 1-10 pg/rfor inland water, and one tenth or lower

for coastal seawater;
• Sediment 1 pg/g or less in principle; and
• Wildlife 0.1 ng/g or less in principle.

Any of the above should be based on GC/MS (primarily,
high-resolution MS), and if a stable isotope labeled
compound is available, highly precise analysis incorporating
precision control should be aimed at, by using it as an internal
standard substance.

(2)Analytical and collection methods
Existing analytical methods should be utilized, and if

any of them lack required analytical sensitivity, new
analytical methods should be developed:
• For PCBs, the analytical method that is being used in the

General Inspection Survey of Chemical Substances on
Environmental Safety and the tentative manual method in
the endocrine disruptor substances survey are primary

methods;
• For HCB, DDTs, dieldrin and chlordanes, the organochlorine

pesticide general analytical method that is being considered
in the General Inspection Survey of Chemical Substances
on Environmental Safety is a primary method;

• For heptachlor, aldrin, endrin, mirex and toxaphene, their
pretreatment methods and analytical methods should be
established; 

and
• Regarding sample collecting methods, an air collecting

method should be  established, and the necessary volume of
water as a sample should also be identified.

(3)Test samples and sites of survey
On the basis of the domestic and overseas situation

of consumption, persistence, bioaccumulation and potential
for long-range environmental transport of POPs, test media
subject to monitoring, as well as the sites and timing of
sampling, should be selected and determined.  The new POPs
monitoring should be designed as follows:
• Regarding test media, air (in the state of particles and gas),

sediment, water (rivers and coastal seawater) and wildlife
(bivalves and long-life wildlife ranked high up the food
chain) should be monitored;

4-2 Recommendations
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CHAPTER 4

FUTURE PLAN TO PROMOTE
POPs MONITORING

Monitoring of the substances covered by the Stockholm Convention has been addressed as described so far.  Ministry

of the Environment is now drawing up a plan to start a new POPs monitoring in F.Y. 2002 based on the recommendations made

by an POPs Monitoring Expert Group.
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• For air, sampling sites should be set at an interval of 100
km, and one-week sampling should be carried out twice or
more in each summer and winter.

• For water, river water sampling should be carried out at the
major rivers in the whole country and coastal seawater
sampling at around several sites per year (which should be
changed every year, returning to the original sites in five
years).  At coastal points, samples of bottom sediment
should also be taken.

• For wildlife, bivalves should be taken at several dozen
points across the country, and additional samples of high-
ranked wildlife should be secured in combination with the
dioxins survey and other surveys.

(4)Others
Manuals for sampling and operations that cover

pretreatment to analysis should be developed.  Methods for
analyzing monitoring results should also be considered.
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A: Contents of CD-ROM

Appendix

Notes: The attached CD-ROM contains the index file for convenience to use.  Open "index.html" with an appropriate web browser.  
Many materials in this CD-ROM are in PDF format which requires a PDF reader, like Adobe Acrobat Reader and so on.

- Policy for POPs Monitoring (draft)
- Methods of Analyzing 10 POPs (summary)

- Dioxins concerned materials - from the Internet site of MOE <http://www.env.go.jp/en/>

- Survey on the State of Dioxin Accumulation in Wildlife:Findings of the Fiscal 1999 Survey
- Basic Guidelines of Japan for the Promotion of Measures against Dioxins 
- Law Concerning Special Measures against Dioxins 
- Report on Tolerable Daily Intake (TDI) of Dioxin and Related Compounds 
- Informational Brochure Dioxins 
- Informational Brochure Dioxins2001 
- Government Plan to Reduce Dioxin levels resulting from Business Activities in Japan
- Guidelines on Securing the Reliability of the Environmental Measurements of Dioxins Commissioned Outside
- The State of Dioxin Accumulation in the Human Body, Blood, Wildlife, and Food : Findings of the Fiscal 1998 Survey
- Reducing Dioxin Release (Leaflet) 
- Regarding the Results of the Urgent Simultaneous Nationwide Survey of Dioxins (Conducted in 1998) 

- Chemicals in the Environment - annual report developed by MOE
- FY1998 Edition
- Summary of results of the General Inspection Survey of Chemical Substances on Environmental Safety

(same as the above Excel format)

- Standard Guidelines for the Environmental Monitoring of Chemicals

- Laws concerning POPs

- Background data of this brochure

- Introductions of "Ministry of the Environment"

- "Japan Access" - from Japan Information Network, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Adobe, the Adobe logo, Acrobat, Arcobat Reader, and “everywhere you look” are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Adobe Systems

Incorporated in the United States and/or other countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

Copyright 2002 Adobe Systems Incorporated. All rights reserved.
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B: Glossary

Agricultural Chemical Regulation Law:

The law regulates the method of handling agricultural chemicals.  According to the law, agricultural chemicals cannot
be sprinkled without permission of the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.  The number of registered
agricultural chemicals is 5,589.

Air Pollution Control Law:

The law regulates the emission of air pollutants from stationary and mobile sources, and the strict reparation of
damages.

Chroldanes:

The term means trans-chlordane, cis-chlordane, trans-nonachlor, cis-nonachlor, oxychlordane, heptachlor epoxide, �-
chlordane, and heptachlor.

Class 1 Specified Chemical Substance:

The Class 1 Specified Chemical Substance is defined in the Chemical Substance Control Law.  The Class 1 Specified
Chemical Substance is prohibited from manufacturing, importing and using.

Drins:

This is the general term of Aldrin, Dieldrin and Endrin.

Law Concerning the Examination and Regulation of Manufacture, etc. of Chemical Substances:

This law is a chemical substance examination system which checks the decomposition, accumulation and toxicity of a
new chemistry substance before introducing to a market.  This law has two kinds of specified chemical substances and
designated chemical substances.  The "Class 1 Specified Chemical Substance" has been explained previously.  The
"Class 2 Specified Chemical Substance" has imposed restriction of manufacture and import.  This law is also called
"The Chemical Substances Control Law" (see also the CD-ROM).

Law for the Promotion of Environmentally Sound Destruction of PCB Waste :

Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) had been widely used for various applications in Japan due to its excellent
characteristics, however, its production has been prohibited since 1972 according to it adverse impact on human
bodies.  After this prohibit, major part of stock piles of and in-use PCB are not treated properly because of difficulties
on building treatment or decomposition facilities for PCB, as a result of that, major volume of PCB are preserved by
their owners as duty for around thirty years long.  To tackle with this situation, the government enacted this law and
made it entry into force on July 2001, in order to promote proper and steady treatment of PCB waste in Japan.

Waste Disposal and Public Cleaning Law:

In order to conserve living environment and improve public health, the law regulate the discharge storage, settlement,
transportation, reproduction and disposal of waste.

Waste Management Research:

This is the magazine of the Waste Management Society of Japan.

Water Pollution Control Law:

In order to protect public health and preserve living environment, the law regulates the quality of discharging waste
water from designated facilities, promotes the treatment of waste water from households, and the strict reparation of
damages.
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C: About Japan

GEOGRAPHY & CLIMATE ECONOMY
TRADE & INVESTMENT

GOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURE
ENERGY & RESOURCE

This material, based on the "Japan Access" web site, has been prepared for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs by Kodansha
International Ltd. and thus does not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Ministry. Produced in March, 2001

TRNSPORTATION
EMPLOYMENT

GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE
A country of diverse topography and climate

Geography

Appendix



Japan is an island country forming an arc in the Pacific Ocean to the east
of the Asian continent. The land comprises four large islands named (in
decreasing order of size) Honshu, Hokkaido, Kyushu and Shikoku,
together with many smaller islands. The Pacific Ocean lies to the east
while the Sea of Japan and the East China Sea separate Japan from the
Asian continent. 

In terms of latitude, Japan coincides approximately with the
Mediterranean Sea and with the city of Los Angeles in North America.
Paris and London have latitudes somewhat to the north of the northern tip
of Hokkaido.

Japan's total land area is about 378,000 square kilometers. It is thus
approximately the same size as Germany, Finland, Vietnam or Malaysia.
It is only 1/25 the size of the United States and is smaller than the state of
California. 

Japan's coastline is quite varied. In some places, such as Kujukurihama in
Chiba Prefecture, there are long sandy beaches continuing fairly straight
and uninterrrupted for 60 kilometers or so, while the coast of Nagasaki
Prefecture is an example of an area characterized by peninsulas and inlets
and offshore islands (like the Goto archipelago and the islands of
Tsushima and Iki, which are part of that prefecture). There are also

irregular areas of the
coast with many inlets
and steep cliffs caused
by the submersion of
part of the former
coastline due to
changes in the Earth's
crust.
A warm ocean current
known as the Kuroshio
(or Japan Current)
flows northeastward
along the southern part
of the Japanese
archipelago, and a
branch of it, known as
the Tsushima Current,
flows into the Sea of Japan along the west side of the country. From the
north, a cold current known as the Oyashio (or Okhotsk Current) flows
south along Japan's east coast, and a branch of it, called the Liman
Current, enters the Sea of Japan from the north. The mixing of these warm
and cold currents helps produce abundant fish resources in waters near
Japan.
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Geography
A Pacific Island Country

A Pacific Island Country

Average Yearly Temperatures and Precipitation (Source: Meteorological Agancy) 

A major feature of Japan's climate is the clear-cut temperature changes
between the four seasons. From north to south, Japan covers a range of
latitude of some 25 degrees and is influenced in the winter by seasonal
winds blowing from Siberia and in the summer by seasonal winds blowing
from the Pacific Ocean. In spite of its rather small area, Japan is
characterized by four different climatic patterns.

Hokkaido, with a subarctic weather pattern, has a yearly average
temperature of eight degrees centigrade and receives an average annual
precipitation of 1,150 millimeters. The Pacific Ocean side of Japan, from

the Tohoku region of northern Honshu to Kyushu, belongs to the
temperate zone, and its summers are hot, influenced by seasonal winds
from the Pacific. The side of the country which faces the Sea of Japan has
a climate with much rain and snow, produced when cold, moisture-
bearing seasonal winds from the continent are stopped in their advance by
the Central Alps and other mountains which run along Japan's center like
a backbone. The southwestern islands of Okinawa Prefecture belong to the
subtropical climate zone and have a yearly average temperate of over 22
degrees, while receiving over 2,000 millimeters of precipitation.

Climate

Sapporo
(Hokkaido)

Tokyo Niigata Naha
(Okinawa)

17.2m 5.3m 1.9m 34.9mElevation

8.2degreeC 15.6degreeC 13.2degreeC 22.4degreeCYearly avg.

1,130mm 1,405mm 1,778mm 2,037mm Yearly avg.



The Constitution of Japan, which
came into effect in 1947, is based
on the principles of popular
sovereignty, respect for
fundamental human rights, and
the advocacy of peace. Japan's
political system is one of
constitutional democracy. In
accordance with the principle of
"separation of powers," the
activities of the national
government are formally divided
into legislative, judicial, and
executive organs. 

The Emperor is "the symbol of the State and unity of the people." The
Emperor appoints the Prime Minister and Chief Judge of the Supreme
Court as designated by the Diet, and performs "only such acts in matters
of state" as provided for in the Constitution along with the advice and
approval of the Cabinet, such as promulgation of amendments of the
constitution, laws, cabinet orders and treaties, convocation of the Diet,
dissolution of the House of Representatives, and so forth. 

The Constitution of Japan proclaims a system of representative democracy
in which the Diet is "the highest organ of state power." It is formally
specified that the Diet, as the core of Japan's system of governance, takes
precedence over the government's executive branch. The designation of
the Prime Minister, who heads the executive branch, is done by resolution
of the Diet. Japan practices a system of parliamentary Cabinet by which
the Prime Minister appoints the majority of the Cabinet members from
among members of the Diet. The Cabinet thus works in solidarity with the
Diet and is responsible to it. In this respect, the system is similar to that of
Great Britain, but different from that of the United States, where the 3
branches of government are theoretically on a level of perfect equality.

The Diet is divided into 2 chambers: the lower chamber, or the House of
Representatives, and the upper chamber, or the House of Councillors. The
House of Representatives may introduce "no-confidence motions" with
respect to the Cabinet. The Cabinet, on the other hand, is able to dissolve
the House of Representatives. It also has the authority to designate the
Chief Judge and appoint the other judges of the Supreme Court. It is the
Supreme Court that determines the constitutionality of any law or official
act. The Constitution authorizes the Diet to "set up an impeachment court
from among the members of both Houses in order to try any judges
against whom removal proceedings have been instituted.
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Japan's Supply of Primary Energy (As of February, 2000) 

GOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURE
Changing with the times

Separation of Powers

The Diet Building (right) and the
Congressional Office Building.
©Mainichi INTERACTIVE

Japan, poor in natural resources,
relies on imported sources for
over 80% of its electrical and gas
energy. In 1997, 81% of Japan's
energy sources were imported.
Imports of crude oil account for
the largest portion. In comparison
to other countries in the world,
only the United States imports
more crude oil than Japan. 

In 1997, oil accounted for 53.6% of all energy consumed; coal, 16.9%;
natural gas (LNG), 11.6%; nuclear power, 12.9%; and hydroelectric and
other power sources, 5.1%. In 1975, the percentage of energy supplied by

oil was 73.4%. The degree of reliance on oil has been declining in the
years since then. According to a long-term forecast of energy supply
prepared by the Advisory Committee for Energy in June 1999, the
breakdown of Japan's energy sources in 2010 will be 47.2% oil, 14.9%
coal, 13.0% natural gas, 17.4% nuclear, and 7.5% hydroelectric and other
sources.

Since the end of the 1980s, as oil imports from such Asian countries as
Indonesia and China have decreased, Japan has been relying to an ever
greater degree on oil imports from the Middle East, which in 1998
provided 86.2% of Japan's oil imports. This is not necessarily an ideal
situation. Thus it is necessary to achieve an appropriate mix of different
kinds of energy sources while promoting the development of new energy
sources.

ENERGY AND RESOURCES

Japan's Current Energy Profile

Appendix

Note: Case 1 indicates the figures to be reached if the current level of energy-saving measures are maintained; 
Case 2 indicates those figures which are expected when maximum measures are taken for both demand and supply. 
Source: Agency of Natural Resources and Energy
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The Japanese economy is the
second largest market
economy in the world. In 1998
it recorded a gross domestic
product (GDP) of 481 trillion
yen (US $3.67 trillion). Per
capita national income in 1997
was US $28,361, ranking
Japan fourth in the world.
Following the collapse of the
"bubble economy" in the early
1990s, GDP growth stagnated;
relatively good performance
was seen only in 1995 and
1996, and the GDP actually
contracted in 1998. With the
aim of creating a more
efficient economy, the
Japanese government currently
is carrying out administrative
reforms along with extensive

deregulation of various sectors of the economy. In the corporate world
major changes are also taking place as companies fight to increase
competitiveness by moving away from employment practices such as
lifetime employment and the seniority wage system.

ECONOMY
Japan's economy enters an era of globalization

Economy

TSE Arrows Market Center
©Tokyo Stock Exchange

Japan's Supply of Primary Energy (As of February, 2000) 

Following the close of World
War II, the Japanese
economy and its overseas
trade swiftly expanded.
Between the late 1950s and
the late 1960s, advanced
technology was introduced
and an extensive domestic
industrial infrastructure was
established. During this
period, Japan's trade was

conducted on the vertical model of the processing plant, importing raw
materials and exporting finished products. In the 1970s, however,
measures were taken to adjust to the growing strength of the yen and to
liberalize the economy, and, in the 1980s, Japan's trade rapidly
transformed itself, developing on a horizontal model characterized by both
the import and export of manufactured products.

At the same time, against a background of increasing competition in the
world marketplace, Japan's trade (current balance) surplus continued to

grow. Since 1985, Japan has been the world's leading creditor nation. This
reflects not only the global competitiveness of Japanese industry, but also
extensive overseas investment by Japanese businesses.

Trade and Investment

Berth Daikoku Container Terminals
©Yokohama Port Development Public Corporation

Source: Ministry of Finance Japan website, "Trade Statistics"

Value of Exports and Imports

Source: Ministry of Finance website,
"Foreign Direct Investment"

Note: Figures for Japan are investments by
foreign-affiliated companies.

Source: Ministry of Finance website,
"Foreign Direct Investment"

Souce: Ministry of Finance Japan website,
"Trade Statistics"

Percentage of Outward Direct
Investments by Region (FY1998) 

Percentage of Inward Direct
Investments by Region (FY1998) 
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Passenger service began in 1872, with a steam locomotive that linked
Shimbashi station, in Tokyo, to the nearby city of Yokohama, thereby
setting the stage for what was to become a nationwide rail network. It took
17 more years to link by rail the main cities along the old Tokaido
(Eastern Sea Route), so that in July 1889, one could travel the entire way
from Tokyo to Osaka by train. A single departure per day made the 515-
kilometer (320-mile) journey in 20 hours. The successive introduction of
diesel and electric trains shortened the time on this heavily traveled route
to 6 and a half hours, and the Shinkansen (bullet train) eventually reduced
the journey to under 3 hours. 

Until it was privatized and split into separate regional companies in 1987,
the Japan National Railways (JNR) operated a nationwide passenger and
freight rail network. Successors of JNR presently include 6 passenger
railway companies of the JR (Japan Railway) group, a freight railway
company, and several affiliated companies.

In 1995, the total rail system, including the JR group and other companies,
comprised 27,318 operation kilometers, transporting 22,709,000,000
passengers and 76,945,000 tons of freight.

With the 1988 linking of Honshu to the northern island of Hokkaido by

way of the world's longest undersea tunnel?the Seikan Tunnel?and with
the linking of Honshu to Shikoku Island?by the Seto Ohashi Bridge over
the Inland Sea?in the same year, Japan's 4 main islands were at last joined
by railway.

Along with the development of automobile and air transportation,
important railway services have gradually shifted to long-distance
intercity transport, such as the Shinkansen, and commuter lines.

Commuter lines carry people from their homes in the suburbs back and
forth to work. Because of the rise in land prices, more people have been
moving to suburbs in search of affordable housing. More than 70% of
office workers now commute aboard trains that are usually packed to
overflowing. Commuting can also be quite time-consuming. In 1995, the
average time spent in going to the office in the Tokyo metropolitan area
was 69 minutes, and in 1994, the rate of congestion during peak commuter
hours between Shin-Kawasaki and Shinagawa on the JR Yokosuka line
was 230% its normal capacity.

Nine cities in Japan currently operate subway systems. The first to be
constructed, a section of Tokyo's Ginza line, began operation in 1927.
There are 13 subway lines in Tokyo, and they currently carry more than 8
million passengers per day. Many of the subway lines also link up with
commuter lines and extend their service to the suburbs.

Although transportation technology is moving into the space age, Japan
continues to recognize the many advantages of rail transport, including its
convenience, energy efficiency, low pollution, and safety. Yurikamome, a
new unmanned transport system, was inaugurated between Shimbashi and
Ariake stations in Tokyo, in 1995. Commercial operation of a linear-
motor train is foreseen for the near future. Tests are underway. Now in use
is a linear-type motor car in subways in Tokyo and Osaka. In 1997, the
city of Kumamoto introduced the LRT (Light Rail Transit) for the first
time in Japan.

TRANSPORTATION
Speed and efficiency through technological advancement

Railways

Shinjuku Station in the morning rush.
Every-day stress for the commuters.
Shinji Tanabe

Yurikamome
Shinji Tanabe

Of the total 1,142,000 kilometers
of road in Japan, 73% is paved. It
was in 1899 that Japan imported
its first automobile. Motor vehicle
production by Japanese
manufacturers began in 1902.
Although commercial vehicles
and public transport crowded the
nation's city streets following

their introduction, it was not until the 1960s that private car ownership
began to increase rapidly. Three factors made this possible: rapid growth
in income brought on by economic development, the emergence of a
domestic automotive industry geared to the specific needs of the local
market (small-sized, fuel-efficient vehicles), and improvement in roads.
Between 1960 and 1996, the number of registered motor vehicles grew
from 1.5 million to over 72 million, an unprecedented increase. Two-car
families have become common, and the number of trucks in use by
commercial transport and delivery services has continued to increase.

Construction of expressways (toll roads) began in the 1960s. The first to
be completed was the Meishin Expressway, linking Nagoya to Kobe, in
1965. It was soon linked to Tokyo via the Tomei Expressway. The
Kan'etsu, Tohoku, Joban, and other long-distance expressways have
followed over the past several decades. Tokyo and other major urban areas

maintain a comprehensive and ever-expanding network of expressways
linking downtown areas to the suburbs. They are administered by the
Japan Highway Public Corporation. In 1997, Japan's expressway network
totaled 6,164 kilometers (3,831 miles).

Expressway construction in Japan has faced many challenges: the nature
of the terrain, high concentration of factories and housing, high land prices
along the routes, and added reinforcement needed to withstand
earthquakes. Construction costs are the world's highest, and for this
reason, expressway tolls are proportionately high. Nevertheless,
expressways are in extensive use. During fiscal 1994, the average traffic
between Tokyo and Komaki (near Nagoya), in Aichi Prefecture, was
398,097 automobiles. That same year, passenger cars accounted for about
75% of all vehicular traffic.

The frequent jams on the metropolitan highways are another problem. The
Aqualine, a new highway bridge combined with a tunnel, recently went
into service, allowing vehicular traffic to cross Tokyo Bay. This will
shorten driving time between Chiba and Kanagawa Prefectures and reduce
the volume of traffic through central Tokyo.

Traffic safety has been a national problem since the 1960s. The number of
deaths caused by road-traffic accidents, although gradually declining since
the 70s, has leveled off at around 10,000 per year over the past decade.

Motor Vehicles and Ground Transportation

Shinji Tanabe

Appendix
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The OECD Study Group
Reports issued in 1970
and 1975 recognized that
the Japanese employment
system played a key role
in Japan's high economic

growth. The system, which has helped build a society that is both stable
and vigorous, was supported by 3 pillars: lifetime employment, seniority-
based wages, and enterprise-based unionism. To these, a fourth pillar was
later added: community consciousness within the company, one based on
vertical relationships, reciprocal obligations and decision-making by
consensus.

EMPLOYMENT
Meeting the challenges of the future

Introduction

Some drastic measures have been required to stop this so-called Traffic
War.

Another serious problem is the increasing concentration in the air of gases
that contribute to global warming and are caused by motor vehicle

emissions. Electric or hybrid vehicles are expected to be a factor in
reduced pollution. Auto makers are developing these hybrid, or
economical, cars. Tokyo metropolitan buses have also adopted hybrid cars
and natural-gas-powered models.

Working Population

Source: Management and Coordination Agency, 
National Census

Industrial Distribution of Employment

Source: Statistics Bureau & Statistics Center, 
JAPAN STATISTICAL YEAR BOOK 2001

Notes:
Provisional estimates as of Oct. 1, 1999.
Estimation is based on the 1995 Population Census.

Employment by Age and Gender (1996) 

(thousand persons)

Male Female Total

Total 61,972 64,714 126,686

Total Population by Age and Gender
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