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Ladies and Gentlemen,
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The Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research (APN) is a
knowledge-sharing network on adaptation based on an initiative of the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). APN is now 4 years old following its
official establishment in October 2009. Since then, the Ministry of the
Environment of Japan has been continuing its support, together with the Asia
Development Bank and many other donors and partners, such as the Institute
for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), Regional Resource Centre for Asia
and the Pacific (RRC.AP) of Asian Institute of Technology, Stockholm
Environment Institute (SEI). The network has grown to serve the Asia-Pacific
community by developing and undertaking fruitful activities and offering
opportunities to enhance adaptive capacities in the region, particularly for
developing nations. The Ministry of the Environment of Japan is proud to be a
major donor and stakeholder of APAN.
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| would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere condolences to the



victims of Typhoon Haiyan (/N1 I >) which resulted in thousands of victims
and serious damage to Leyte island. | very much hope that all those affected can
overcome this challenge and return to their peaceful lives as soon as possible.
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This year, extreme events such as heat waves, heavy rainfalls, cyclones and
strong typhoons, the like of which we never experienced before, have caused
serious damage. In this regard, the Ministry of Environment, Japan, together with
UNEP, IGES and other partner organizations, held the “International
Conference: Adaptation and Loss and Damage” in Bangkok last August as one
of the activities of APAN.
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Although it is said that loss and damage associated with climate change
impacts have become more significant, we do not have sufficient scientific
knowledge for current understanding or effective future planning. In order to
address this issue, we organized the aforementioned conference on “Adaptation
and Loss and Damage” to share scientific knowledge, and we welcomed more
than 100 participants from 24 countries mainly in Asia and the Pacific region. At
this conference, views were exchanged on meteorology and engineering as well
as social and institutional aspects on adaptation. Additionally, the event
introduced activities and examples from recovery efforts after the Great East
Japan Earthquake, and after other extreme events such as cyclones and floods



in Bangladesh. It also featured issues such as climate index insurance on
agriculture in Thailand, and sea level rise and salinization in coastal areas of
island countries.
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It is expected that future damage such as the one happened in the
Philippines can be reduced by sharing these experiences and scientific
knowledge.
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At this COP 19, the inaugural steering committee of the Global Adaptation
Network (GAN), the umbrella organization of regional networks including APAN,
was convened yesterday. Furthermore, the Japanese Environment Minister was
assigned as Honorary Co-chair at the GAN official side event held from 3pm
today. Taking this opportunity, Japan would like to offer further cooperation to
enhance APAN and GAN activities.
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This is the first time for APAN to organize a side event at COP. | very much hope



that APAN can assist with activities not only in the Asia Pacific but also in Latin
America, the Caribbean, Africa, West Asia and other regional networks. There
are many benefits to be gained from knowledge held by other regions. May | also
take this opportunity to express my heartfelt appreciation to Professor.
Hamanaka, the Chairman of Board of IGES and to Dr. Pooja, APAN Regional
Hub Coordinator, for their invaluable support for the APAN regional hub and this
side event.
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| hope the knowledge produced in various regions will be utilized for policy
making by national and local governments, through APAN and GAN. Under the
Convention, | am sure that APAN and GAN activities will be widely recognized at
an international level through enhanced cooperation with the Adaptation
Committee. | would like to conclude my remarks by wishing today’s event every
success in its efforts to strengthen APAN activities in the future

Thank you very much for your kind attention.



