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. and programme as well as mobxllsmg

- Asean+3 youths |
Jom hands to ‘create
climate for change’

By James Kon

SOME 140 youths from Asean Countries including Brunei,
China, Japan and the Republic of Korea will be sharing
ideas and exchanging information on environmental
issues to-draft an Asean Strategic Pian of Action on the
environment.

Brunei Darussalam through the Department of
Environment, Parks and Recreation, Ministry of
Development is currently hosting the four-day Asean + 3
‘Youth Environment Forum at the Empire Hotel and country
Club in conjunction with the Earth Day celebrations.

The Forum is co-financed by the Government of Japan
through the Japan-Asean Integration Fund with support
from the Mlmstry of Education and Asean Secretariat.

The aim of the forum.is te promote and enhance the
participation and cooperation of Asean and other youl]:s
in the ragmn in the field of long term environmental care,
protection and management.

Among the issues discussed during the forum were
mechanisms on enhancing Asean youth coopenannn on
the environment, developing an agenda

youth engagement in environment issues
wh:lst developing a document mandate
from all delegates mnmpassmg a plan
of action.

The theme for this forum |s“crcatlnga
Climate for Change™ which is to inculcate
a sense of ownership for the environment
amongst the young population of Asean
Plus three other countries and puts an
emphasis on the fact that their well bcmg
as well as that of the environment lies in
their hands.

The youth forum participants will follow a packed
programme of discussion and debate, wi opportunities
to ml:ract and develop rclanonsmps w1th vanous

The| Mmlnwo.f Development (3 RI%A} with other
senior officials at the opening of ASEAN + 3 Youth
Environment Forum

environment and lead more environmentally sustainable
lifestyles.

Pehin Orang Kaya Hamzah Pahlawan Data Seri Setia *
Hj Abdullah bin Begawan Mudim Dato Paduka Hj Bakar,
Minister of Development, was on. hand to officiate the
opening ceremony.

Also in attendance were Dato Paduka
Dr Hj Mat Sunny Hj Md Hussein, Deputy
Minister of Development, Dato Misran
Karmain, Deputy Secretary General of
Asean as well as other officers from the
Ministry of Development.

The Japanese Ambassador, Hirose
Noriki (left pic), in his remarks said, “In
October last year, the Asean +3 ministerial
meeting on environment came up with
an idea of expanding the cooperation
in environmental education in the two
regions.

“Last November, youths who participated in the first
Japan, China and Korea Youth Summit held in Nagoya,
Japan had achﬂnnem meet the Asean officials in charge of

env 1 . As a to

which led to the realisation of the

7 the event, participants draft an “Asean Strategic Plan of

Action on the environment conveying the global vision in
addressing the opportunities and challenges for regional
youth cooperation.

Highlights of the forum will include presentations and

lectures on some of the effective programmes that have.

been conducted regionally. It is hoped thiat new ideas will
be learned by youths in becoming leaders to promote
and encourage their peers to take ownership of their

Forum today with 13 countries that handle the promotion
of the youths® environmental cooperation.

“The Japanese government has decided to positively
support the idea of the forum and provided a financial
‘backup by the Japan Asean Integration Fund. We believe
that supporting these actions will lead to the support of
Asean integration itself. Furthermore, in the long run, we
hope that these efforts will lead to the creation of the East
Asian community that includes the Asean +3 Countries.”

7
leely modern dance performances during the opening ceremony

PHOTOS: JAMES KON
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Alifestyle friendly
to environs is crucial

By Farah Ahmadna\m
THE current gcncr_a_nnn is not living
a lifestyle friendly to environmental
sustainability and it must not be seen as
a burden but instead should sectire a new
mindset for climate change.

This observation was made by Dr Raman
Letchumanan of the Asean Secretariat
during Asean+3 Youth Environment Forum
held at the Indera Kayangan Ballroom at
the Empire Hotel and Country Club.

The forum kicked off with presentations
delivered by three invited speakers and
will continue for three days until April
25 where in the next few days, over 100
youth participants from Asean countries
will take part in presentations, discussions
and an exercise conducted by Dr Raman

(IRDC).
Meanwhile, in an interview with Dr
Raman Letchumanan, he stated his opinion
on the Heart of Borneo initiative, “The
governments have agreed they should take
collective agreement and organise an action
plan. For now, we need to focus on finding
more resources in terms of financial and so
on. Thus, this is where we need to promote
the initiatives to international donors.”
Ms Francisco stated that the two general
actions that can be taken to tackle climate
change are mitigation and adaptation.
Mitigation is by means of reducing
the emission of greenhouse gases while
adaptation refers to action taken by
individuals or a system to take advantage
of current and projected climate change
and impact. Thus, adaptation plays a role
in decreasing the vulnerability of a system

prior to the closing ccremnny on Sunday

(April 25},

The first speaker was . Dr Raman who
spoke on ‘Sustainable Development in
Asean: Challenges and Opportunities’,

One of the topics discussed in his
presentation was the.Asean agreement

PHOTO: FARAH AHMADNAWI

Ms Herminia A Francisco from International
Research Development Centre, one of the
speakers during the Asean+3 Youth Environment
Forum held at the Indera Kayangan ballroom at

and increases its resilience to impact,

She further stated that the three areas
that contribute to the vulnerability of
climate change are climatic hazards,
sensitivity and adaptive capacity.

She revealed that a vast amount of

on Transboundary Haze Pollution, which

aimed to prevent, mumturandmmgateland and forest fires to control the

transboundary haze pollution through concerted national efforts, regional
and international cooperation. A few measures included in the agreement
are preparation, capacity building and public awareness, national and joint
regional emergency response.

Forest fires and haze arethe mostserious enviconmental issues inthisregion

where over 10 Asian countries have been affected, said Dr Letchumanan,

He said the impact of natural climate change is not only imposed on the
environment but other factors as well such as disaster management, human
development, health, economic growth, polifical and human security, to
name a few. Thus, he implies that it is evident the impact of climate change

the Empire Hotel and.Country Club yesterday

support would be needed for adaptation to
take place. According to the World Bank, an estimated USD10-40 billion
is needed for new infrastructure alone. And taken from UNDP Human
Development report, a total of USD86 billion per year is required for
adaptation by 2015, “However, committed adaptation funds is limited
and uncertain,” said Ms Herminia.

The third speaker, Professor Mario Tabucanon from United Nations
University-Institute of Advanced Studies, delivered a presentation
on ‘Education for sustainable development: roles of higher education
institutions and regional centres of expertise” in which he gave a brief
introduction on United Nations Unive(sity.

The mission of the university is to address pressing global problems that

multiplies and plays the domino effect leading to us other d

are the of UN, its people aswell as member states. It promotes

Another issue that was brought up durmg the presentation was the
failure of the Bali Action Plan, introduced in the UN-Climate Chmge
. 2007 herethe to obtain an environmental initiative
designed to reach a secure climate future was not met.
The second presentation was entitled ‘Climate Change and
Vulnerabilities Assessment of 'SEA region to Climate Change’ by Ms
Herminia A Francisco, International Research Development Centre

| whs
I s ASEAN

Letchumanan o

1 .
Herminia A. Francisco o
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Dr. Raman

$fi 4D Ms.

Jearning for policy making to meet th ll 1t

‘Tabucanon highlighted higher eduumon institutions can adopta pesmve
role in the education for by reforming curm:ula,
reorient research and integrate or mai am
philosophy in their studies.

‘The event was concluded witha presenmllon by Mr Kenneth Wong who -

spoke on the role of youths as a big part to combat against climate change..

tyg Nurul Ammah binti Hj Ishan Khalil
students

A S b
Miss Sachiyo Tatebe of Tsukubu University,

University and Miss |kuho Takao of Yokoh

and Awang Muhammad Farhan
Azama (3™ and 4" right) with other Brunei delegates and Singapore

ss Kaori Tateshi of Sphia '

PHOTO: FARAH AHMADNAWY

Dr Raman Letchumanan of the Asean Secretariat
during his presentation at Empire Hotel CC
yesterday

Little steps like car-
‘pooling count: Brunei

By James Kon

SOME 80 youths from Brunei Darussalam wiil gain
an insight on climate change and preservation of the
environment by participating in the ongoing Asean+3 .
‘Youth Environment Forum held in conjunction with Earth
Day 2010 at the Empire Hotel and Country Club.

Among Brunei’s youthinthe forum are Dyg Nurul Azimah
binti Hj Ishan Khalil and Awg Muhammad Farhan bin
‘Azama, who will be presenting a project paper this moming.

The students from Meragang Sixth Form Centre
revealed their project is based on four sections, namely:
carbon footprint, food security, conserving hmdlverstty
and natural resources and reducing wastage.

“The research that we'did came from the National Youth
Forum a few weeks dgo. The findings revealed wastage
whereby every person produces 1.4 kg of wastage per day.
It’s very high especially when Brunei is a small country.”

Azimah and Muhammad Farhan said, “We can
do simple things like cam-poolmg since penple stay close
together or even.walk instead of driving,” .

On recyclmg, Nurul said, “It's not done on a large scale
and there are instances where people still mix by dumping
different rubbish in the various recycle bins.”

Both sixth formers said, “We can spread our awareness
to our school’s students and our home with little steps that
can make a huge difference.” .

The forumisattended by some 140 participantscomprising
60 youths from Asean countries along with Japan, China
and South Koréa and another 80 youths from Brunei. The
theme chosen for the forum is “Creating a Climate Change”.

Some Japanese youths showed their eagerness. Miss
Sachiyo Tatebe of Tsukubu University, Miss Kaori Tateshi
of Sphia University and Miss Ikuho Takao (Yokchama
City) have tl'u'ec projects to share in the forum in relation to
preserving the environment
and climate change.

The Japanese trio will
be talking about their
project done in Japan on
eco-challenges and free
market action on climate
change at universities and
envirenmental education
for high school students

Said Miss Sachiyo, * 1
hope with my homemade
“Sensu’ (paper fan), people
will use less electricity. I will
give people the opportunity
tomake asensu. And written
on the sensu are messages
or drawings on preserying
the environment.”

Miss Ikuho, in her
project, “will crush Coca-
cola eco friendly bottles
in front of the crowds to
showcase the eco-friendly
products available”.

The Japanese
participants also added, “We
want to send the message
that Japanese people are
doing various activities and
projects on environment.
We want to share our
knowledge and experience

PHOTOS: JAMES KON

City with Jap

Ambassador Mr Hirose Noriki
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with the people in Asean.”
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