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Recovery Program oRecovery Program onn Asiatic Black Bear Asiatic Black Bear 
((UrsusUrsus thibetanusthibetanus ussuricusussuricus) in the Republic of KOREA) in the Republic of KOREA
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• History of bear population
• Current status 
• Population and Habitat Viability Analysis in Chirisan

National Park
• Experimental bear release project
• Bear recovery plan 
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History of Bear Population

• 1960’s : Minimum Viable Population size
• 1970’s : Intensive Hunting & Trapping

‘Natural Monument’(1982)
• 1980’s ~: Poaching & Habitat loss 

Endangered Speies(1997)

northern mountains in 
Gangwon province
No more than 16 individuals

Chirisan National Park
5~8 individuals

Current Distribution Map of Bear PopulationCurrent Distribution Map of Bear Population
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Population and Habitat Viability Analysis of the Korean 

Asiatic Black Bear population in Chirisan National Park

Problems
• Wild population is too small to be viable no matter the 

carrying capacity
• Insufficient intact habitat for a viable population of black 

bears in Chirisan National Park. 
• Human impacts on population reduce viability
• Lack of useful models to assist an adaptive management 

program

VORTEX SIMULATION MODELING
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Experimental bear cubs release projectExperimental bear cubs release project

Goal : Develop adaptive bear recovery methods 
in  the Republic of Korea

Experimental Phase : 2001. 4  ~ 2002. 5
Method  : Adaptive releasing method using bear cubs

Weaning → Adaptive training → Releasing
Experimental Size  :  Four bear cubs
Support : Ministry of Environment
Conduct : Wildlife Biology Division of

Institute of Environment Research

Jangkun ( ) Bandoll ( )

Banshun ( ) Macknae ( )
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Weaning : 26. April ~ 28. Jun

Adaptive training : 28. Jun ~ 7. Sep
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Movements of Released Bear CubsMovements of Released Bear Cubs

Imprinted by human
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Why Died?Why Died?

Hibernating
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Obtain & Lesson

ObtainObtain
– Scientific data to restore bear population 
– Stimulated bear recovery plan in action 

LessonLesson
– Prevent bear from imprinting by human 
– Eliminate mortality risk before releasing
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Bear Recovery PlanBear Recovery Plan

• Goal : Establish viable population size : 51 individuals

• Periods : 2004 ~ 2012 
six cubs release each year from 2004 to 2008 (total 30 cubs)

• Budget : 20,000millions won ( 19millions us dollars)

• Conduct : Asiatic Black Bear Conservation Team
of National Park Authority : 18 staffs

6 bear cubs ( 3, 3) released on October 21, 
2004

Took the First Step!Took the First Step!
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thank you!thank you!












