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13TH NORTHEAST ASIAN CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
COOPERATION 

(20-22 December 2004, Seoul, Korea) 
 
Honorary Chair,  
 
Dear col leagues, 

 
Species restoration 

 
 Mongol ia’s terr i tory ranges from the super-ar id desert in the South to 
moist Taiga forest in the North, and from rol l ing steppe grasslands in the 
East to alpine terrain and glaciated peaks in the West.  This varied terrain 
contains a wide array of ecotypes; many exhibit ing unique character ist ics 
found nowhere else on the globe. This unique, varied, and substant ial ly 
undisturbed terri tory supports a wide diversity of l iv ing organisms,  many of 
which are endemic to Mongolia. Mongol ia harbors the last remaining 
populat ions of  a number of  species internat ional ly recognized as 
threatened or endangered,  including the snow leopard, Argal i  sheep, wi ld 
ass,  saiga,  bacter ian camel,  Gobi bear, and others. 
 

Mongol ian fauna is relat ively r ich in animal  species,  which inhabit  
di f ferent habitats of the country’s variable natural zones, such as forests, 
steppes, deserts, and high mountains forming communit ies according to 
their  ecological requi rements. The Mongol ian fauna includes many species,  
which are common in the Siber ian taiga,  European forests,  or West –Asian,  
and Turarian deserts.  But,  there are also species, which are endemic to the 
steppe and deserts of central  and East Asia, and are common in Mongolia.  
In addit ion, Mongol ia is one of the r ichest  countr ies in the world in terms of  
prehistor ic remains of var ious animal  species.  
 
 Special  attent ion paid to studies on Mongolia’s fauna, i ts species 
composit ion, ecology and biology during the last 70 years has produced a 
large amount of  data. This report is based on this data and is  div ided into 
the fol lowing sect ions: mammals, birds, amphibians, rept i les,  f ish, insects 
and other wi ldl i fe. Each sub-sect ion g ives information about species 
composit ion, their  distr ibut ion and abundance, conservat ion,  restorat ion,  
and use.  
 
 Altogether  138 mammal ian species belonging to 73 genera, 22 
famil ies, and 8 orders, out of which, 13 are insect ivorous, 12 chiropters,  6 
lagomorphs, 69 rodents, 24 carnivores, 2 perissodectyls,  1 tylopods and 11 
art iodactyls, exist in Mongol ia.  
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  There are several mammalian species whose populat ion sizes and 
ranges have become smal ler due to ei ther the direct and indirect impact of 
human act iv i t ies and the environmental  and cl imate change. There are also 
several species, which exist,  in small  numbers in l imited areas where the 
habitat loss may dr ive the species to ext inct ion. Approval of the Mongol ian 
Law on Nature Protect ion and the Law on Hunting in 1995 provide the base 
for al l  act ivi t ies related to conservat ion, proper use and restorat ion of  
mammals.  
 
 According to Mongolian law, from 1930 onwards, the hunting of  more 
than 10 species of mammals,  including the Wild Horse, Eguus pr jevalski i ,  
Saiga Antelope Saiga tatar ica,  Beaver Castor Fiber birulai  and the Otter 
Lutra lutra was to be prohibited. Today there is legislat ion concerning 
wi ldl i fe  conservat ion. The Wi ld Horse,  Eguus pr jevalski i ,  The Wild ass 
Equus hemionus, the Wild Dog Cuon Alpinus,  snow leopard Uncia uncia 
and the Otter Lutra lutra have been included in the Red Book of the World 
Conservat ion Union.  
 

The new Mongol ian Red Book, publ ished in 1997, has 2 categories of  
endangered species,  rare and very rare and i t  includes 30 species and sub-
species of  mammals such as Art iodactyls /33.3%/,  Rodents /26.7%/,  
Carnivores /20%/, Insect ivores /6.7%/, Perissocdatyls /6.7%/, Typolods 
/3.3%/, Chiropters and  /3.3%/.  

 
The protected areas network in Mongol ia covers ful ly the range of 

the Wild Camel, Gobi Bear, Wi ld Horse,  Saiga Antelope,  Elk, Wild Boar,  
Beaver and Forest Dormouse. About 70 percent of the range of the Snow 
Leopard, Wild Ass, Eurasian Otter,  Musk Deer, Wild Mountain Sheep and 
the Siber ian Ibex have been placed under protect ion. 

 
A few rodent species such as the Satunin’s Jerboa,  the Thick- tai led 

Pygmy Jerboa and Long-eared Jerboa have remained outside the protected 
areas network. 

 
Mongol ians have re- introduced and relocated certain species of  

mammals throughout  history l ike the Red Deer Cervus elaphus and the 
Siber ian Marmot Marmota sibir ica, which are important hunting resources.  

 
The Muskrat and Racoon Dog have spread into Mongol ia from Russia 

and China, and the White tai led Gazel le, Saiga Antelope,  Wild Horse,  
Beaver and Siberian Ibex have been re- introduced to the areas where they 
have become rare. 20 Wild Horses were re- introduced from Europe in 1992 
in Khustain Nuruu and in Takhi in Tal.   
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Addit ional  management act iv i t ies l ike re- introduct ions are needed in 
the future for many more species, which have become endangered. The 
si tuat ion demands urgent  pol icy measures and act ion plans in order to 
reserve the negative trends in a speci f ic t imeframe, such as: 

 
• More emphasize needs to be given on conservat ion aspects 

whi le developing pol icy measures and act ion plans; 
• Action plan could be developed to conserve the rare and 

endangered species of f lora and fauna; 
• Continuous monitor ing of biodiversi ty uses would help in 

reviewing the resul ts of implementat ion of pol icies and 
programs; 

• Resources need to be raised for  improvement and 
management of exist ing protected areas; and 

• Eco-tourism could be developed to harmonize the human and 
ecology interact ion, which in turn would provide an economic 
opportuni ty for the local  people. 

 
 
 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 

 
 

MINISTRY OF NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
 


