November 5, 2003

Director, Protection of the Human Environment

ADG for Sustainable Development and Healthy Environments
~ WHO Headguarters

Avenve Appia 20

1211 Geneva 27

Switzerland

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to ask you about the foundation of specific gnideline valne in the Air Quality
Guideline 1999.

1 am a governmenial official of Ja; apan s Forestry Agency and now studying the possible eﬁects of
"acetaldehyde" which is released from wood products on air quality condition.

Recently, T found the criterion of actaldehyde concentration in the "Air Quality Guidelines"
published by WHO in 1999. Table 3.2 of this document presents the health endpoint regarding
carcinogenicity related irritation of acetaldehyde as 275mg/m” (effect 1eval) and
50micro-gram/m3 (tolerzble concentration).

1learned that the value of 275mg/m’ is based on the report titled "Environmental Health Criteria”
published by International Programme on Chemical Safety in 1995. However, I was unable to
find out how you calculated the value of 50micro- c'raa:nfm

I would appreciate it if you could provide me with the foundation of this tolerable concentration
valne on acetaldehyde by e-mail or fax.

Best regards,

N

Jun Fukuda

Researcher, Wood Products Division
Forestry Agency, JAPAN

1-2-1 Kasumgaseki, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo, TAPAN 100-8952

Tel: +81-3-3502-8111

Fax: -+81-3-3502-0305

e-mail: jun_fukuda@nm.maff.go.jp
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3 17 November 2003

Dear Dr Fukuda,

Thank you for your letter of 5 November 2002 on the WHO Guidelines for Alir
Quality.

You are quite correct in stating that there is a discrepancy in the Table 3 concerning
the derivation of the tolerable concentration for acetaldehyde. The Figure 50 is in exror; the
correct value is 300, as déerived from the NOEAL value and uncertainty factors (275 mg/m3
and 1000, respectively), given in the Table. The value 300 also appears in the Bnvironmental
Health Criteria Document published by the International Programme on Chemical Safety in

' 1995, to which you refer. - ' : :

The Department for the Protection of the Human Environment apologizes for this.
error, and regrets any problems it may have caused you We are in the process of comrecting
the figure in the web version of the document, as well as in the hard copy of the docnment,
and this should be available during the next few months.

' Thank you for your interest in the work of WHO.

" Yours sincerely,

Dr M. Chan

Director

Protection of the Human
' Environment

CH-1211 GENEVA 27-SWITZERLAND Fax (+4) 22).79131.71 hupwwewwhednt CH-1211 GENEVE 27-SUISSE
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